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50 YEARS

By Fr. John Cusick
Sunday, May 17, 2020
Fifty years ago this past week I was ordained a Catholic priest. For all the
days, experiences, and people who have crossed my path, I am eternally
grateful.
I am not much of an anniversary or class reunion celebrator, but there is
something about 50 years of any one thing that has special meaning for
me. From May 13, 1970, until now is two-thirds of my life. I thank God for
the gift of so many years. If I can have a whole bunch more, Lord, I would
be grateful! But, “Your will, not mine be done.”
I have one very specific memory from my Ordination Day. That memory
has nothing to do with the religious ceremony, but what occurred
immediately afterward. I went looking for my parents. I found them
quickly and I threw my arms around them. My dad cried. For the very first
time in my life, my dad cried - with his arm around me. Mom and I joined
him. A family “cry” is a blessing. To this moment, 50 years later my eyes
swell up with tears of love.
To this day I believe he cried because what he had just witnessed was the
incarnation of two dreams, my dream, and my parents’ dream. My dream
began when I was 12 years old and entered the high school seminary,
Quigley Preparatory Seminary. And the dream for them began on October
1, 1945.
They shared my dream, supported my dream, sacrificed for my dream, and
cried when my dream came true, fifty years ago.
And that dream continues. And what is that dream I chased for 12 years in
formation and 50 years in ministry? That dream has many parts. Here are a
few about which I believe very passionately.
In my dream, I have always believed that the life, ministry, and message of
Jesus Christ can build a better world. I believe that His life, ministry, and
mission has been passed on to us all, not exclusively to me as a priest, but
to everyone who reads these words right now. I believe that we are more
than we seem. I believe our ultimate identity is how we are seen by God.
“You are my son, my daughter. This day I have begotten you.” I believe in
those words found in the Gospel: “I have come that you may have life - and
life in abundance.” Fifty years as a priest is not about me. It never was and
in my life, it never will be. It is about us, you, me, and everyone. And that
conviction led me to be a priest and to use the platform of the Catholic
Priesthood as my way of living and communicating that to many of you
for many, many years.
I have chosen to do this work full-time. Some of you do it part-time. We all
need to do it anytime we are alive.
Fifty years ago I was only 24 years old. A lot has changed since then. My
own faith, my beliefs, my priesthood have shown me things and taken
me places I never imagined. For example, as a new (baby) priest I didn’t
understand the need for and the power of forgiveness. I saw it as a legal
and ritual thing. What I have witnessed in my priesthood and experienced
in my own life is the reality that forgiveness is all about freedom... getting
free from our past and staying free to be fully alive. The Lord Jesus
preached and lived unconditional forgiveness. No deals, no maybe, no
what if’s... just forgiveness. The Gospels are filled with those encounters.
Remember the crucifixion scene? “Father forgive them. They know not
what they are doing.”
Our world holds a grudge and holds us to our past. It does not let go.
Never. God’s world does not relive the ugliness of the past. It is over. It is
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gone. Forgive yourself. Let go. Let God. I will never forget the first time I
asked two questions of a person in confession: Me: “Do you believe that
God forgives you?” Penitent: “Yes. I do.” Me: “Can you forgive yourself?”
Penitent: (after a very long pause) “I am not sure.” Forgive yourself. Let it
go. Look forward, not backward.
In the years that remain in my life, if I could only preach one thing from
the experience of Jesus Christ, it would be this. “Forgive yourself and
forgive others in the divine manner of Christ. You are not any of the ways
the world tries to define you. You are not an experience in your past life.
We are not our mistakes, big or small, but you and I are all that we still can
be. We are loved by God unconditionally and forgiven eternally. Do you
and I really believe that? We had better. That is how and who we are seen
by the Father of love and life.”
One last, but very important, thing. After 50 years of service to the Lord’s
people, years of faith and doubt, years of struggle and blessing, years
filled with fears, worries, and joy, I am convinced of the closeness of the
Lord to me and to you, if you wish it so. I believe the Lord has a passionate
desire to be with me, to dwell with me, and to stay with me. One of the
great moments during Catholic Mass is when I have the privilege to say
four words to people one-by-one: The Body of Christ. And the response is
always the same one word: Amen.
At that moment I try always to look people in their eyes. I see smiles and
tears, blank stares, and intense looks. I see the occasional uncertainty
in the faces of some and the look of absolute certitude in others. I see a
weathered look in the faces of those for whom life has been anything but
easy. I see the handsomeness and beauty of creation. I see the physical
and emotional struggles in the eyes of others, and the look of gratitude
for one more day of life. And it is the same four words spoken to everyone:
The Body of Christ. It is the Christ desiring to dwell with us all. And it is
each one of those amazing cast of characters that look to the end of my
thumb and finger to see The Body of Christ. And rich and poor, young and
old, have and have nots, saints and sinners, healthy and ill, fearful and
faithful all say the same thing: Amen.
For those of us who are God’s people, God’s Church, our task is to embody
Christ in what we do every day - me as a priest; you in any role you
possess. Can you join me in an amen to that?
Ready? Amen!
On May 13th I went to Holy Sepulchre to visit with my parents...virtually. I
needed to thank them once again for their dream that began on October
1, 1945. And with them, I thanked our God for that other dream that
began 50 years ago. A family “cry” today will be a blessing. But don’t worry.
We will be socially distancing... from here to eternity.
Thanks to so many of you for joining me on this journey. It has been quite
a ride.
Will you join me one more time today?
Ready?
Amen.
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JESUS IS INVITING US TO RECOGNIZE
GOD WITHIN OURSELVES, IN
OTHERS, AND IN ALL THINGS
Sunday, May 17, 2020
By Bernadette Gibson

In these days between Pandemic and Pentecost, we gather
with the disciples in the upper room, waiting for the Spirit
to transform our hearts. In today's gospel Jesus prays for his
followers to fall in love with God and to follow their mission in
God’s name.
Like many of you I am looking for upbeat entertainment to get
my mind off the crisis we are experiencing as a country. Last
week I came upon a classic film, “Fiddler on the Roof.” While not
necessarily upbeat I fell prey to the familiar music and storyline.
The heart of the film is Tevye’s struggle to accept the cultural
changes that are turning his world upside down, especially
through the non-arranged marriages of three of his five
daughters. I don’t mind telling you that the most tender moment
for me in this entire film was the moment when Tevye asks his
wife, “Golde, do you love me?” To set the stage, this question
is asked to his wife of an arranged marriage of 25 years. The
entire musical is an unfolding story of how parents must juggle
their love for their children whose commitments clash with
their elder’s beliefs and traditions. After considering a lifetime
of washing, cooking, bearing children and working beside her
husband, Golde answers Tevye,“I suppose I do” I am sure the
answer was not well thought out, but rather one bore of her
recognition of her commitment to their family and evidenced
by their labor for their family life together. A recognition that
despite how their love began she realizes she has been known
to Tevye.
In today's Gospel, Jesus speaks for the first time of the disciples'
love for Him. Previously, He's told His disciples that He is the
way, the bread of life, the light of the world - all descriptions of
Himself that speak of what He wants to offer them. Jesus often
called His disciples to believe in Him and to trust Him, but now
He gets to the deep, interpersonal level of loving Him for who He
is - of how He has been known to the them.
Jesus says His disciples demonstrate their love for Him by
keeping His commandments. On first look, that hardly sounds
like the Jesus who talks about mercy rather than sacrifice, who
worried far less about the letter of the law than the spirit. But
we need to remember the context: This conversation began
with matters of the heart, not the law. When Jesus talks to His
disciples, to us, about loving Him, He's talking about the broader
context, He's talking about our loving Him the same way He
loves the Father. The love between Jesus and His Father is a
mutual devotion born of their identification with one another. In
Jesus' relationship with the Father, obedience has nothing to do

with rules. It's about loving one another and sharing the same
desires.
When Jesus talks about loving Him, He's inviting us to recognize
God within ourselves, in others, and in all things. We are known,
“fully, even as we are fully known” (1 Cor. 13:12), this is what God
has always desired for us.
As a step-mom of five children whose spirituality and values
often differ in appearance from my own. I ponder how often
my husband and I have made choices to support their efforts to
see the Spirit working in their lives rather than to indoctrinate
them into our experience of God or Church life. Their father and
I have always desired for them to share their thoughts and fears,
believing their hearts to be fully known in our care.
A mystic is anybody who finds union with God in real life - in
the Eucharist, in moments of creativity or in flashes of awefilled wonder, in the overwhelming love that carries us beyond
ourselves into the source of all life. We might say that every
experience of grace can be a mystical experience. An intense
feeling of grace is usually as fleeting as it is real but, real love
changes everything. That's what Jesus is talking about in today’s
Gospel. He's not telling the disciples to obey rules, He's inviting
them to share His heart. The opening line of today's Gospel is "If
you love Me, you will keep My commands." That's a request for
love. All that Jesus did in His life was aimed at that one thing:
to entice humanity into falling in love with God, and the way
to do that is through loving Him. May we open ourselves up to
the God of love who pierces our hearts with a deep truth that
despite evidence to the contrary, we will always abide in God’s
promises and love will have the final victory over fear.
Bernadette Gibson is the Director of Pastoral Care at Old Saint
Patrick’s Church.
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IMPORTANT COMMUNITY UPDATE

#stilltogether

We are grateful that with the Plan for Reopening distributed by the Archdiocese of Chicago, we are able
to move forward toward the celebration of the sacraments again as a community. During this process,
we will take specific instructions from the Archdiocese. It will take time for us to develop timelines
for these different celebrations, especially due to the size of our faith community, but we commit to
transparent and timely communication through our website and online media platforms. Thank you
for your patience and continued prayerful and vibrant participation in this community of faith.

OLD ST. PAT'S
Through the gift of technology, experience our Masses live as they happen,
or watch them any time by visiting oldstpats.org/livestream
We look forward to coming together again this Sunday, May 17 at 10 am for
Mass with Fr. John Cusick and the Old St. Pat's Music Ministry.

LET'S STAY CONNECTED VIA SOCIAL MEDIA
#WeAreOSP
#StillTogether

If you are joining us on Livestream, whether it's during the
live broadcast or any time after via the archives, please
share a photo or video on social media using the hashtags
#WeAreOSP and #StillTogether
The Livestream experience continues to be enriched by your
creativity and participation each week and we love receiving
and sharing your stories and photos.

THIS WEEK IN THE OSP COMMUNITY...
To stay in the loop on all things OSP, please sign up to receive our weekly e-newsletter at
bit.ly/ospenewsletter
Receive upcoming Livestream links, presider reflections, new OSP podcast episodes, prayers
and articles, community updates, and more right to your inbox!
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Old St. Pat's has a long, rich, and rewarding history
with Little Brothers - Friends of the Elderly. Every
year in the Spring and again in the Fall we replenish
their food pantry with suitable items for seniors who
just don't have enough food to make it through until
the end of each month. With these unprecedented times in history, Little
Brothers is now sending food twice a month as the need has expanded for
these vulnerable folks.

h a p p e n i n gs

OSP 18TH ANNUAL SPRING FOOD DRIVE FOR
LITTLE BROTHERS - FRIENDS OF THE ELDERLY
First Ever Virtual Food Drive in 2020 for Low Income Seniors

So since we can't gather together in person as a community to continue our
support, Old St. Pat's will be hosting an electronic food drive for the seniors
on Sunday, May 17. Our outcome will be the same - stock the pantry at
Little Brothers so that we can ensure seniors have enough food.
Highlights:
• With this new process, we will provide a list of items available on Amazon.com for purchase.
• Amazon will group the Old St. Patrick's orders for a coordinated delivery to Little Brothers.
• Volunteers will then deliver the food safely following established social distance guidelines.
Alas, we will miss seeing you in front of church by the truck this Spring… but we pray that in the fall
we will be back together again collecting food items in front of the church building the kingdom of
God.
In the meantime, we offer a warm smile, and thank you in advance for your consideration and
participation in this virtual food drive!

Participate on Amazon by visiting the following link:
tinyurl.com/LBFEfooddrive
If you would prefer to make a monetary donation, visit
bit.ly/lbfe-osp-spring2020

visit us at oldstpats.org
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CONTEMPLATIVE COMMUNITY
During this time of physical distancing, participating in a small faith community online is a helpful resource to stay
connected and enhance your prayer life. You can learn all about it at www.contemplativecommunity.org.
Chapels are hosted by trained leaders Monday – Saturday of each week. There is no fee and you can participate when
you are able. We connect together in our online chapel through the video conferencing platform, Zoom. In order
to participate in any of the online chapels, you will need to register by going to contemplativecommunity.org and
completing a simple registration form. Once you have registered, an email will be sent to you with the URL and all the
info you will need for participating in any of the chapels throughout the week.
The chapel experience is less than one hour long and takes place in two parts. The first half of our time is spent
together in silent prayer/meditation. To see, hear and join with others throughout our community can be a profoundly
connecting, expansive and intimate experience. The second half of the chapel time is reserved for reflecting on a short
reading and then some simple faith sharing. If you have questions, please contact Al Gustafson at alg@oldstpats.org

Updated Chapel Schedule:
Date

Time		

Host

Mondays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays
Fridays		
Saturdays

7 am		
7 am		
Noon		
8 pm		
8 am		
10 am		
7 am		

John Blumberg & Julia Pryce
Ed Shurna & Ellen Wiggins
Al Gustafson
Marci Madaly & Ed Siderewicz
Marybeth Coleman & Eileen O’Shea
Al Gustafson
Kate DeVries & Ellen Wiggins

Loving Kindness Meditation
Mondays at 7:30 pm
Join us in the OSP online chapel on Monday evenings for a guided Loving Kindness meditation practice
beginning every Monday at 7:30 pm. This meditation has its roots in the Buddhist tradition and is a practice
for cultivating Christ like compassion for ourselves, those in our life and our sisters and brothers throughout
the world. It can serve very practically as a necessary and skillful antidote to the negative states of mind that
are nearly impossible to guard against during these days of the pandemic.
This will also be an opportunity to join our hearts as one, sharing our prayer of care and becoming a
collective channel of Light to a world that can use a little more love.
To sign up and receive a Zoom link to access the chapel, visit bit.ly/contemplativecommunity

Contemplative Community YouTube Channel
Visit bit.ly/contemplativecommunityyoutube to subscribe to a new YouTube channel where all the past and future
enrichment, as well as special prayer experiences hosted through the Contemplative Community online chapel,
can be accessed. Subscribing to the channel will offer easy access to past recordings and will alert you when future
recordings have been added.
The following past experiences can now be revisited through the Contemplative Community channel:
* The Paschal Mystery in the Time of COVID-19
* Transition and Grief in the Time Of COVID-19
* The Stations of the Cross According to Mary
* Enriching Our Centering Prayer Practice
* Loving Kindness Meditation: A Guided Experience
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GIVING TO OSP

With your help, we will continue to come together to support each other and our sisters and
brothers in need. Thousands of us worship together on Sunday mornings via the gift of livestream.
We are nourished by the Word of God and enhanced by the beautiful gifts of our Music Ministry.
Throughout the week, the Old St. Pat’s staff offer prayerful podcasts, spiritual direction, Beloved circles, rosary groups,
musical vespers, young adult gatherings, family liturgies, online education, and more – all virtually, of course.

c u r re n t s

In the face of this unprecedented crisis, your kindness and generosity
sustain us!

Our pastoral care staff and ministry of care team have come together to develop volunteer networks for helping families
encounter their grief after the death of a loved one, open themselves up to questions about isolation, face the illness of
a family member, continue prayer chain calls and mail handwritten messages and care packages to the most vulnerable
among us. The Pastoral team has accompanied families grieving the death of a loved one with virtual prayer services.
Ministry staff are compiling a list of resources for our members seeking debt relief. Our Weddings and Baptisms team
members continue to accompany the numerous couples as they postpone these significant events.
None of this would be possible without the support of Sunday Giving. On average, 20% of our Sunday collection is
contributed through the Sunday basket. While we can’t pass the Sunday basket right now, we hope you will support our
Sunday collection by making an online gift via the Livestream donate button, by texting GIVE to 312/535-0118, or by
mailing a check to Old St. Pats’, 711 W. Monroe St., Chicago, IL 60661. Thank you!

Text to Give
Text "Give" to (312)
535-0118 or scan the QR
code using your phone
camera, then follow the
prompts to make a secure
gift.

Careasy.org/old-st-patricks-church

As you shop for essentials online, be sure to log into smile.amazon.com and select Old St. Pat's as your beneficiary.

CURRENTS | Awakening to the Flow of Spirit in Our Lives
Join us for Currents, our weekly Old St. Pat’s podcast
series, as we explore the deeper movements of Spirit
in our lives.
Each episode features members and friends of the
Old St. Pat’s community giving voice to their lived
experience of faith and spirituality. Whether sharing an
insight, pondering a question, or offering a prayerful
reflection, Currents speaks to our Spirit-led search for
meaning and purpose.
Episode Six, "Prayer" with Fr. Bill O' Shea is now
streaming.
The OSP Podcast is hosted by Kate Anderson with music
by Mark Scozzafave.

visit us at oldstpats.org
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laudato si week

Laudato Si is Pope Frances' groundbreaking encyclical on Care for Our Common
Home, published 5 years ago this coming week. Each day from May 18 to May
22, the Archdiocese of Chicago will be presenting a different virtual event via
Zoom to mark that anniversary, from a sing-a-long and concert to a discussion of
immigration and hunger, ending with a panel on the call to ecological conversion
mandated by Laudato Si. See the flyer below for details on all the events, and the
link to register.

LAUDATO SI’ WEEK
SPEAKER SERIES
May 18 – 22, 2020

Join the Archdiocese of Chicago as we mark the fifth anniversary of Pope Francis’s groundbreaking
encyclical Laudato Si’. Each day, Monday through Friday, we will host a virtual presentation on Zoom
that focuses on different facets of caring for our common home. To register, visit
archchicago.org/laudatosiweek.
Monday, May 18 at 2 p.m.
Tuesday, May 19 at 3 p.m.

Family sing-along and adult concert with Sr. Kathy Sherman, CSJ
“Does Nature Need Cities?” with Iza Redlinski, Field Museum
Conservation Ecologist

Wednesday, May 20 at 12 p.m.

Catholic Relief Services “Lead the Way on Global Hunger” Lunch and
Learn with Beth Knobbe, CRS Community Engagement Manager

Thursday, May 21 at 7 p.m.

Interactive Climate Change Solutions Presentation with Andy
Panelli, Citizens Climate Lobby

Friday, May 22 at 10 a.m.

“A Call to Conversion: Laudato Si’ at 5” Panel Discussion

© Image by Mary Southard, CSJ. Used with permission.
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“On that day you will realize that I am in my Father and you are in me and I in you. Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the one who loves
me. And whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and reveal myself to him.” - Jn 14:20-21
Mass Remembrances: Noel Neylon

Women and Men of Faith

Book of Patrick: Infants Amato & Beatricia
Presta-Geraci, Mary Morahan Devlin, Shea
& Healy Families, Christian Ludwig, Peter
Mass Remembrances:
Austrevich, Mary Finerty, Colleen Martin, Floyd
7:00 am
Jean McGivern (†)		White, Joe Cleary, Dr. Jack Saletta
Readings: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7,
16, 20 [1]/1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21

			

Cecile Dimaculangan (†)

8:00 am
			
			
			

Eugene E. Ryan, Sr. (†)		
Nestor Perea (†)			
Cecilia Mascarenhas (†)		
Genevieve Fruin (†)

9:30 am
			
			
			

James Keane (†)			
Frank Cunniff (†)			
Jim Gorman Husband of Ruth (†)
Jim Earley (†)		

11:15 am
Infants Amato & Bea Presta Geraci (†)
			
Sharon Scull (†)			
			
John and Angelina Machado (†)
			
Gladys Okafor-Halim (†)		
							
5:00 pm
Donna Reilly (†)			
		 Fr. James O' Donoghue (Mill Hull Missionary) (†)
			
B.C. McHugh Collins (†)		
			
Jeff Anderson (†)			
			
Loretta Mazurowski (†)
Book of Patrick: Ronald Pacer, Michael Delaney,
Alfred Franke, Richard Giardina, Wanda Lenart,
Joseph Patrick O'Donnell, Edd & Ann Hobbs,
The Quinn, Chip & Ripp Families, Malcolm and
Jane Deam

Monday, May 18, 2020
Readings: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a
and 9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 15:26—16:4a
Book of Patrick: Andre & Courtney LH
Baros, Raymond J. Donahue, Mary Lee and
Robert Strahanoski, Catherine Mullahy, Mary
Josephine D'Agostino, Millie Lovergine. Ted
Bonvin, Eunice O'Connor Nondorf, John M.
Gach, William G. Walsh, Eric Mack, Chuck
Reidlinger

Tuesday, May 19, 2020
Readings: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3,
7c-8 [7c]/Jn 16:5-11
Mass Remembrances: Anna McCabe (†)
Book of Patrick: Anne Shilvock, Wayne & Cecilia
Barazowski, Father Gene F. Smith, Barbara
Robbins, Edward Price, Julie Durkin & Wayne
T. Montague, Cori & Patrick Moriarity, James
Leo Maloney, Leland & Mary Fay, Bonnie and
Bill Facinelli, Mary Genevieve Gibbons, Mary
Cummins, Gerald E. "Red" Dwyer, Bryce Louis
Mongillo

Wednesday, May 20, 2020
Readings: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 1112, 13, 14/Jn 16:12-15

Thursday, May 21, 2020
Readings: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [cf.
2b]/Jn 16:16-20
Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/
Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20
Book of Patrick: Laurence Morohan, James E.
Masterston, Colleen Burns, Michael Lombardo,
Catherine Bernadette Rodrick, John Patrick “Jack”
Callahan III, Reverend John M. Cassidy, Florence
Stillo, Matthew J. Brennock, Dr. Anthony W.
Gargiulo, Donald Wilson

Friday, May 22, 2020
Readings: Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/
Jn 16:20-23
Mass Remembrances: Mary E. Shannon
Book of Patrick: George Ekstein, Florence &
Frank Siuda, Eileen Rita Brennan, Geraldine
Ryan Palmer, Rosemary Harney, Debbie & Mike
Marchese, Patricia Brennan Zuba, Lisa CallahanKay, Samuel Iorfida, Alfred Pizzato, Kenneth
J. Calhoun, Lisa Callahan Kay, Noreen Loan,
Barbara Ross, Rev. Thomas J. Hurley, Mary Jane
McFarland Maley, Riley Hoff-Larocca, Edward
Kenny

Saturday, May 23, 2020
Readings: Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10 [8a]/
Jn 16:23b-28
Book of Patrick: Thomas Novotny, Sr., Rev. David
Murphy, Florence Cusick, Maura E. Hughes,
Helen Carroll, Patrick J. McCarthy, Josephine C.
Rosenkranz, Lenore Mellin, Francesca Borella
Erricolo, Mrs. Sharon Wrzosek, Ann Hobbs, Harry
Eschel

Sunday, May 17, 2020
Readings: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7,
8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20

Prayer Requests
For Those Who Are Sick

Kathy Rapp, Oliver Conner, Christy Donovan, Thomas
Donovan, Erick Urbaniak, Ayden James, Barbara
Tautkus, Mary Ronayne, Helen Strzalka, Leona Hycner,
Christopher Ainsley, Debra Godfrey, Anne Bauer, Gene
Bastedo, Jim Day, Vickie Salinas

For Those Who Have Recently Died

Sharon Gogola, Fred Green, Maria Alarcon, Infant Charleigh
Jo Wurst and Gabriel Wurst, Steve Roll, Todd Gillerlain, CPD,
Dominic Spinnaze

Saint Paschal Baylon
Saint of the Day for May 17
In Paschal’s lifetime the Spanish empire in the New
World was at the height of its power, though France
and England were soon to reduce its influence. The
16th century has been called the Golden Age of the
Church in Spain, for it gave birth to Ignatius of Loyola,
Francis Xavier, Teresa of Avila, John of the Cross, Peter
of Alcantara, Francis Solano, and Salvator of Horta.

h ea r t s & p r aye r s

Sunday, May 17, 2020

Paschal’s Spanish parents were poor and pious.
Between the ages of seven and 24 he worked as a
shepherd and began a life of mortification. He was
able to pray on the job and was especially attentive
to the church bell, which rang at the Elevation during
Mass. Paschal had a very honest streak in him. He
once offered to pay owners of crops for any damage
his animals caused!
In 1564, Paschal joined the Friars Minor and gave
himself wholeheartedly to a life of penance. Though
he was urged to study for the priesthood, he chose
to be a brother. At various times he served as porter,
cook, gardener, and official beggar.
Paschal was careful to observe the vow of poverty.
He would never waste any food or anything given for
the use of the friars. When he was porter and took
care of the poor coming to the door, he developed a
reputation for great generosity. The friars sometimes
tried to moderate his liberality!
Paschal spent his spare moments praying before the
Blessed Sacrament. In time, many people sought his
wise counsel. People flocked to his tomb immediately
after his burial; miracles were reported promptly.
Paschal was canonized in 1690 and was named
patron of eucharistic congresses and societies in
1897.
Reflection
Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament occupied much
of Saint Francis’ energy. Most of his letters were to
promote devotion to the Eucharist. Paschal shared
that concern. An hour in prayer before our Lord in
the Eucharist could teach all of us a great deal. Some
holy and busy Catholics today find that their work is
enriched by those minutes regularly spent in prayer
and meditation.

Parish Counselor: If you or someone you
know is in need of counseling services,
please contact Old St. Patrick’s Parish
Counselor, Sarah Thompson at saraht@
oldstpats.org or 773-234-9630.

Please contact Bernadette Moore Gibson at
312-798-2389 for Pastoral Care Services.

(†) = Deceased
visit us at oldstpats.org
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d i re c t o r y
Accounting
Janette Nunez
312-798-2305
janetten@oldstpats.org
Adult Education Ministries
Bob Kolatorowicz
312-831-9379
bobk@oldstpats.org
Annulment Support Ministry
pastoralcare@oldstpats.org
Baptisms
Tammy Roeder
baptisms@oldstpats.org
Clergy - Pastor
Fr. Thomas J. Hurley
312-831-9363
tomh@oldstpats.org
Skye Darke
Admin. Assistant to Pastor
312-831-9377
skyed@oldstpats.org
Visiting Clergy

Fr. John Cusick			
Fr. Edward Foley, OFM Cap.
Fr. Pat McGrath, SJ
Fr. Paul Novak, OSM
Fr. William O’Shea
Fr. Ed Shea, OFM
Msgr. Kenneth Velo			
Fr. John J. Wall

Communications
Leanne Kelly
312-831-9364
leannek@oldstpats.org
Community Outreach
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Adult Literacy Program
Marilyn Antonik
773-286-3390
marantonik@att.net
Blood Drive
Mark Buciak
773-307-0033
mark.buciak@rcn.com
Cara Chicago
312-798-3300
Chicago Food Depository
Mary Beth Riley
630-655-9447
mbriley07@yahoo.com
Jim Holbrook			
773-237-2625			
jamesjholbrookjr@yahoo.com
The Children’s Place
Katie Byrne
312-863-1120
kmbyrne@aol.com
House of Mary and Joseph
Kate Boege
312-337-7953
kateboege@yahoo.com
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Interfaith House
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Little Brothers - Friends of the Elderly
Joe Harzich
312-835-4932
jharzich@aol.com
Special Olympics
Greg Benacka
708-271-4460
benacka.gregory@district205.net
St. Agatha’s Sharing Parish
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Su Casa
Jim Karczewski
630-279-0144
jkarcze877@aol.com
Trinity Volunteer Corps
Annice Coughlan
773-981-2225
info@trinityvolunteers.org
U of I Hospital Pediatrics
Sue Sierkierski
312-546-4312
sasiek18@hotmail.com
Counseling Services
Sarah Thompson
773-234-9630 			
saraht@oldstpats.org
Crossroads Runners
crossroadsrunners@oldstpats.org
Development (Giving)
Molly Galo & Kim Pulvermacher
mollyg@oldstpats.org		
kimberlyp@oldstpats.org
Kim: 312-798-2366 Molly: 312.798.2355
Director of Operations
Tom Borah
tomb@oldstpats.org
3127982381
Divorce Ministry
Bernadette Gibson
bernadetteg@oldstpats.org
Encore: 50+ Active Adults
Mary Kay Slowikowski
marykayslowikowski@gmail.com
Family Ministry
Bea Cunningham
312-831-9351
beac@oldstpats.org
Katie Brandt
312-831-9352
family.ministry@oldstpats.org
Funerals
Bernadette Gibson
bernadetteg@oldstpats.org		
312-493-8737 Pastoral Cell
FXW (Frances Xavier Warde School)
Head of School
Michael Kennedy
120 S. Desplaines
312-466-0700
		

Gay + (Gay Plus)
Chairperson: Michael Politano
gayplus@oldstpats.org
Staff Contact: Bob Kolatorowicz
bobk@oldstpats.org
Listening Parent Resource
Maureen Schuneman
meschuneman@aol.com
312-933-6368
Green Team
Kayla Jackson
kaylaj@oldstpats.org
Grief Support Facilitators
Judi Black, Bill Brennan
312-798-2358
Hospitality
Linda Vasquez
312-798-2370
lindav@oldstpats.org
Jewish Catholic Ministry
Jewish Catholic Dialogue
Gina Lakin
info@oldstpats.org
Eileen O’Farrell Smith
eileen@theinterfaithunion.org
Family School
David Kovacs
kovacswriter@gmail.com
Interfaith Union
Eileen O’Farrell Smith
eileen@theinterfaithunion.org
Liturgy
Tom Micinski
tmicinski@oldstpats.org
Marriage Preparation
Jack Berkemeyer
Pre-Cana Experience
312-798-2386
jackberkemeyer@gmail.com
Membership/New Members		
Polly Mulhearn
pollym@oldstpats.org
Men's Group
mensgroup@oldstpats.org
Music
Mark Scozzafave
Director of Music Ministries
marks@oldstpats.org
312-798-2382
Dominic Trumfio
Associate Director of Worship Music
dominict@oldstpats.org
Laura Higgins
Worship Music/Pastoral Care
laurah@oldstpats.org
312-798-2384
Michael Neary		
Children's Choir
michaeln@oldstpats.org
Bill Fraher
Director of Concert Music
billf@oldstpats.org
312-831-9353
North Lawndale Kinship Initiative
		
Vincent L. Guider
		
312-798-2374
		
vincentg@oldstpats.org

d i re c t o r y
Pastoral Care Ministry
		
Bernadette Gibson
		
312-798-2389 prayer line
		
bernadetteg@oldstpats.org		
		
312-493-8737 pastoral cell
Reception (711 W. Monroe)
Deniese Montgomery 		
		
deniesem@oldstpats.org
		
312-648-1021
Rite of Christian 				
Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
		
Keara Ette
		
312-798-2328
		
kearac@oldstpats.org
Resident Theologian Presenter
		
Dr. Terry Nelson-Johnson
		
312-831-9373
		
terryn@oldstpats.org
Retreat Program: Beloved
		
Polly Mulhearn
		
312-798-2316
		
pollym@oldstpats.org
Social Justice
		
Kayla Jackson

Youth Ministry: Foundations
		
Courtney Malawy
		
312-798-2329		
		
courtneym@oldstpats.org
Mackenzie Doyle
Youth Ministry Associate
312.798.2391
foundations@oldstpats.org

Special Events (Fundraisers)
		
Sheila Greifhahn
		
312-798-2343
		
sheilag@oldstpats.org
		
Honor Lorenzini
312-798-2348
honorl@oldstpats.org
Spiritual Direction
		 Tammy Roeder
		312-798-2350
		tammy.roeder@oldstpats.org
Tours of Old St. Pat’s
		 Jim McLaughlin
		630-852-7269
		jmclaughlin1017@gmail.com

Harmony, Hope & Healing
Marge Nykaza
312-466-0267
marge@harmony		
hopeandhealing.org

312-798-2399
kaylaj@oldstpats.org

Wedding Ministry 			
		
JoAnn O' Brien
		
weddings@oldstpats.org		
		
joanno@oldstpats.org		
		
312-831-9383
Wedding Volunteers
Donna Kamuda
dgkamosp1@gmail.com
Mary Jo Graf
312-360-1622
maryjog1221@sbcglobal.net
Women’s Spirituality
Mary Anne Moriarty			
gmoriarty1937@comcast.net
Women's Spirituality North 		
Beth Perry 			
beth.perry@sbcglobal.net
OSP Next (Young Adult Ministry)
		 Rachelle Lindo
		ospnext@oldstpats.org

STAY CONNECTED WITH THE
OLD ST. PAT'S COMMUNITY
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

The Mary and Bill Aronin 		
Center for Social Concerns
703 W. Monroe
Chicago, IL 60661
Career Transitions Center
Deb Wilson
312-906-9908
host@ctcchicago.org
Coprodeli, Peru
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Friends of Fabretto, Nicaragua
Tom Gleason
773-227-6556
tgleason@ameritech.net

Horizons for Youth
Brian Broccolo
312-627-9031
brian@horizons-for-youth.org
LIFT				
Michelle Jimenez			
773-818-5605			
mjimenez@LIFT-foundation.org

Facebook.com/
OldStPatricksChurch

Twitter.com/OldStPats

Board of Advisors
Colleen Healy, Keara Ette, Michael
Kennedy, Tim Keneally, Roseanne
Loftus, Kevin Hanley, Mike Hobbs, Ken
Hiltz, Tom Hurley, John Weinheimer,
Jennifer Wyatt

Old St. Pat’s Mailing Address
Fr. Jack Wall Mission Center		
711 W. Monroe, Floor 3		
Chicago, IL 60661

Instagram:
@OldStPatsChicago

General Email - info@oldstpats.org
Phone Number - 312-648-1021
Fax Number - 312-648-9025

visit us at oldstpats.org
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