The

CROSSROADS
Old St. Patrick’s Bulletin

A Catholic Community in Chicago's West Loop

OSP Community Update
The community of Old St. Patrick’s Church is looking
forward to being back together for worship and the
Sacramental celebrations that are so meaningful and
nourishing to our lives as Catholics. Following guidelines
from the state and the Archdiocese of Chicago, we are
currently taking the necessary steps to establish critical
processes and procedures we need to host these liturgical
celebrations. Starting the weekend of June 6-7, we
will be celebrating small baptisms and weddings and
will continue to prepare for our first opportunity to
celebrate Sunday Eucharist together. We will update
our community through e-blasts, our website, and
social media platforms when we have the procedures
and dates for our first Sunday celebrations. In the
meantime, we are grateful for your patience and
understanding as we honor both our longing for the
Eucharist and our responsibility to keep our members,
volunteers, and clergy safe and healthy.
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SUNDAY, JUNE 7
10 am Livestream Mass
Please join Fr. Ed Foley and the OSP Music Ministry for Mass this Sunday, June
7. We look forward to hearing from different voices in our community as they
discuss their Vision for Church.
Prelude music is live at 9:50 am. livestream.com/oldstpats
#WEAREOSP #STILLTOGETHER
#WeAreOSP
#StillTogether

If you are joining us on Livestream, whether it's during the live
broadcast or any time after via the archives, please share a photo
or video on social media using the hashtags #WeAreOSP and
#StillTogether
The Livestream experience continues to be enriched by your creativity
and participation each week and we love receiving and sharing your
stories and photos.

GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY AND OUTREACH
Help Stamp Out Hunger in Chicago www.chicagosfoodbank.org

Upcoming Outreach
Dates:

We have been partnering with the
Saturday, July 11
Greater Chicago Food Depository
here at OSP for over 25 years.
All over age 16 are
By volunteering at GCFD, our
welcome
Outreach Partners (Su Casa, The
Boulevard, and House of Mary and
Contacts:
Joseph Shelter) receive food credits
Mary Beth Riley
for their programs.
mbriley07@yahoo.com &
Jim Holbrook
These food credits help feed the residents while providing
jamesjholbrookjr@
nutritional food items too.
yahoo.com
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awa k e n i n gs

YEARNING FOR THE REAL
PRESENCE OF CHRIST IN THE
EUCHARIST
Sunday, June 7, 2020
By Bernadette Gibson
Last week we celebrated the gift of the Spirit to the Church, first
at Pentecost, sacramentally when the disciples were confirmed
and today at every moment as the Spirit breathes and moves
through our Church and our world. I am reminded that the Holy
Spirit isn’t just given to us for its own sake, as we read in the first
letter to the Corinthians, the Spirit is given to us for a purpose,
for the common good. We are the body of Christ equipped with
a variety of tools and skills to serve one another.
For months I have been having heart-to-heart discussions, with
friends from our community, about the Eucharist. Often, I have
shared a metaphor about separation in these conversations.
Some of you reading this will understand what it is like to be
with a person as they prepare to die. We know that truths are
spoken in these days. Perhaps one thing this pandemic has
done for us is to point out that we don’t often know how to
be separate, but we still know how we are united. This is how
I have been viewing the ache in my heart for the Eucharist.
Even though I have been separated I continue to be intimately
united with Jesus. The word "mystery" is commonly used to
refer to something that escapes the full comprehension of our
minds. We should not be surprised if there are aspects of the
Eucharist that are not easy to understand, for God's plan for
the world has repeatedly surpassed our expectations and our
understanding. Surely, if these early months of the pandemic
have taught us anything, it is to look carefully and speak boldly
about what really counts. And I have been blessed to encounter
many priests around our virtual table. We are lay and ordained,
exercising our baptismal priesthood to share a meal together in
prayer as Jesus has asked us to do in memory of him. Surely, our
social distancing makes us keenly aware of real absence as well
as our yearning for the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist.
To respond when we cannot celebrate the Eucharist, Christian
tradition offers us the practice of Spiritual Communion. Spiritual
Communion offers one way to sustain ourselves as we await
the time when we can once again gather in the same space
to share a Eucharistic meal together. For years, I have been
offering this invitation to the sick, assuring a person unable
to eat and drink the bread and wine “that all the benefits of
Communion are received even though the Sacrament is not
offered for consumption. As I languish the loss of the Eucharist
in my life I am comforted that whenever we make a prayer or an
act interiorly of desire for the Sacrament, we receive the Grace
of the Sacrament. It is not a small thing. We receive it by faith
and love. Whenever we focus our love and faith on Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament, we receive the effects of the Sacrament.
Even during lockdown Christ has been with us, giving us a
share in His Spirit, greeting us with those words with which He
often greeted His disciples: ‘Peace be with you’, and preparing

us for when we can move freely, like those first disciples, to
be sent out to share the good news of Jesus to a hungry and
expectant world.
The apostle Paul assures us that nothing will be able to
separate us from the love of God. The Risen one abides in
our questioning for a world in need of reform and change.
In these hard days, as we sustain a sense of community and
stretch ourselves to listen to those who seek racial Justice.
We need to recognize ourselves as the Body of Christ, to
support one another and to reflect God’s concern and love for
all Her people, especially the most vulnerable. Diversity isn’t
something to be overcome. It is the overflowing, outpouring
of the Spirit. Difference cannot limit Christ and none of us on
our own exhausts who Christ is or can be. To be like Christ
is to live for others. And to be drawn into the body of Christ
through baptism, is to share in the Spirit through confirmation,
and to live all of our lives oriented toward our God and for all
those around us in need of holding. And so, we find ourselves
in the midst of a Eucharistic fast but we realize that after this
pandemic passes, we probably won’t be exactly the same
community on the other side. We may need to grieve, both for
persons lost and for other losses unspoken. We may find as we
stretch towards radical inclusivity and transformational kinship,
that we like bread, exist to nourish and feed the world. We are
given the Spirit; and we exist like Christ, not for ourselves but
for others. Thus, we will have hard work to do, with and for
each other. The word Eucatastrophe means an unexpected
happening that brings goodness out of devastation. I suspect
that this time will help us to make meaning out of our pain and
to celebrate the stillness found as we allow Jesus to nourish us
in other ways. Bless us, Oh Lord, and these thy gifts which we
are about to receive from thy bounty, through Christ, Our Lord.
Amen.
Bernadette Gibson is the Director of Pastoral Care at Old St.
Patrick's Church
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assumptions

THE ASSUMPTIONS OF WHITE PRIVILEGE AND WHAT WE CAN DO ABOUT IT
Amy Cooper knew exactly what she was doing. We all do. And that's the problem
By Brian N. Massingale, published on June 1, 2020 on National Catholic Reporter (ncronline.org)
"Every white person in this country — I do not care what he says or what she says
— knows one thing… They know that they would not like to be black here. If they
know that, they know everything they need to know. And whatever else they may
say is a lie." — James Baldwin, "Speech at the University of California Berkeley,"
1979
It has never been easy to be black in America. Still, the past few months have
pushed me to depths of outrage, pain and despondency that are unmatched
in my 63 years of life. Look at what has transpired:
• The COVID-19 pandemic showed that while all might be vulnerable, we
are not equally vulnerable. Blacks, Latinos and Native peoples are the vast
majority of those infected and killed by this virus. In some places, the levels of
"disparity" (such a sanitizing word!) are catastrophic. But as tragic as this is, it
was entirely predictable and even expected. The contributing factors for this
vulnerability have been documented for decades: lack of insurance, less access
to healthcare, negligent treatment from and by healthcare professionals,
overcrowded housing, unsafe and unsanitary working conditions. All of
this compounded by how the least paid and protected workers are now
considered "essential" and must be exposed to the virus' hazards. As a young
black grocery clerk told me, "Essential is just a nice word for sacrificial."
Sacrificed for the comfort of those who can isolate and work from home, who
are disproportionately white.
• Ahmaud Arbery, an unarmed 25-year-old black man, who was executed on
Feb. 23 as three white men stalked him while he was jogging in Brunswick,
Georgia. One of the killers had ties to local law enforcement. Only after public
protests and the passing of 74 days were any arrests made and charges filed
over this death.
• Breonna Taylor, a 26-year-old African American woman, who was killed by
Louisville police officers on March 13 after they kicked in the door of her
apartment unannounced and without identifying themselves. Fearful for their
lives, her boyfriend fired his lawfully possessed gun. Breonna was killed with
eight bullets fired by three officers, under circumstances that have yet to be
satisfactorily explained.
• Christian Cooper, a young black man — a birdwatcher — who was reported
to the police May 25 by Amy Cooper (no relation), a young white woman, who
called 911 to say that "an African American man" was threatening her in New
York's Central Park merely because he had the gall to ask her to comply with
the park's posted regulations to leash her dog.
• George Floyd, an unarmed 46-year-old African American man, who was
brutally killed on May 25 in Minneapolis by a white police officer who knelt on
his neck for 8 minutes and 46 seconds, despite being restrained, despite the
urgent requests of onlookers, despite his repeated desperate pleas: "I can't
breathe."
• Omar Jimenez, a black Latino CNN reporter, who was arrested on May 29 in
the middle of doing live reports on events in Minneapolis, while a white CNN
reporter doing the same thing, at the same time in the same neighborhood,
was not only not arrested but was treated with "consummate politeness"
by the authorities. The stark contrast was so jarring that Jimenez's white
colleagues noted that the only possible difference was the race of the
reporters.
All of this weighs on my spirit. I try to pray, but inner quiet eludes me. I simply
sit in silence on Pentecost weekend before a lit candle praying, "Come, Holy
Spirit" as tears fall. Words fail me. I ponder the futility of speaking out, yet
again, trying to think of how to say what has been said, what I have said, so
often before.
Then it occurred to me. Amy Cooper holds the key.
The event in Central Park is not the most heinous listed above. The black man
didn't die — thankfully. Compared to the others, it has received little attention.
But if you understand Amy Cooper, then all the rest, and much more, makes
sense. And points the way forward.
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White privilege
Let's recall what Amy Cooper did. After a black man tells her to obey the
posted signs that require her to leash her dog in a public park, she tells him
she's going to call the police "and I'm going to tell them that there's an African
American man threatening my life." Then she does just that, calling 911 and
saying, "There's a man, an African American, he has a bicycle helmet. He is
recording me and threatening me and my dog." She continues, in a breathless
voice, "I'm being threatened by a man in the Ramble [a wooded area of Central
Park]. Please send the cops immediately!" This despite the fact that Christian
Cooper's camera records the events and shows that he made no threatening
moves toward her, spoke to her calmly and without insult, and kept his
distance from her the whole time.
In short, she decided to call the police on a black man for nothing more than
politely asking her to obey the park's rules. And made up a lie to put him in
danger.
She knew what she was doing. And so do we. The situation is completely
"legible" as my academic colleagues would say. What did she and rest of us
know? Why did she act as she did?
• She assumed that her lies would be more credible than his truth.
• She assumed that she would have the presumption of innocence.
• She assumed that he, the black man, would have a presumption of guilt.
• She assumed that the police would back her up.
• She assumed that her race would be an advantage, that she would be
believed because she is white. (By the way, this is what we mean by white
privilege).
• She assumed that his race would be a burden, even an insurmountable one.
• She assumed that the world should work for her and against him.
• She assumed that she had the upper hand in this situation.
• She assumed that she could exploit deeply ingrained white fears of black
men.
• She assumed that she could use these deeply ingrained white fears to keep a
black man in his place.
• She assumed that if he protested his innocence against her, he would be seen
as "playing the race card."
• She assumed that no one would accuse her of "playing the race card,"
because no one accuses white people of playing the race card when using race
to their advantage.
• She assumed that he knew that any confrontation with the police would not
go well for him.
• She assumed that the frame of "black rapist" versus "white damsel in distress"
would be clearly understood by everyone: the police, the press and the public.
• She assumed that the racial formation of white people would work in her
favor.
• She assumed that her knowledge of how white people view the world, and
especially black men, would help her.
• She assumed that a black man had no right to tell her what to do.
• She assumed that the police officers would agree.
• She assumed that even if the police made no arrest, that a lot of white people
would take her side and believe her anyway.
• She assumed that Christian Cooper could and would understand all of the
above.
(And she was right. He clearly knew what was at stake, which is why he had the
presence of mind to record what happened).
I am not a mind reader. I have no access to Amy Cooper's inner thoughts. But I
know, and we all know, that without these assumptions, her words and actions
— her lies — make no sense. We also have to admit that her assumptions are
not unreasonable. In fact, we have to admit that they are well-founded. They
match what we know to be true about how the country works and about how
too many white people think.
All of this was the almost instantaneous reasoning behind her actions. By her
own admission, she acted out of reflex. No one taught Amy Cooper all of this.
Likely, no one gave her an explicit class on how whiteness works in America.
But she knew what she was doing.

And so do we. We understand her behavior. We know how our culture frames
whiteness and folks of color. We know how race works in America.

Amy Cooper knew that. We all know that. So who taught her? Who taught us?
The ways of whiteness
This is where things may get uncomfortable for most of you, who I assume
(and hope) will be white. Because just as no one gave her an explicit class on
the ways of whiteness and how it works in society — and for her — most likely
you never received a formal class or explanation either. It's just something
that you know, or better, that you realize on some distant yet real part of your
brain. At some early age, you realized that no matter how bad things got for
you, at least you would never be black. And it dawned on you, though you
rarely consciously say it, that you would never want to be black. Because you
realized, even without being explicitly told, that being white makes life easier.
Even if you have to do some hard work along the way, at least you don't have
to carry the burden of blackness as a hindrance.

"But I don't know what to do with this information." That's what a white
male student declared in class after I gave a lecture detailing the long tragic
history of medical experimentation and maltreatment inflicted upon African
Americans by the medical establishment, that is, by white doctors and nurses,
by white hospitals, including Catholic institutions sponsored by white religious
communities.
I understand the feelings of helplessness, confusion and even despondency
that can afflict us. It's easy to be overwhelmed by the magnitude of the
problem, by the immense weight of centuries of accumulated fear, resentment,
privilege and righteous anger. It can be shocking to confront the vastness of
this nation's commitment to white benefit and advantage. Where do we begin?
Let me be more specific: what are white people to do now that they know that
they know what Amy Cooper knows — assuming they want to do anything?
(The reason for the specificity will become clear).
First, understand the difference between being uncomfortable and being
threatened. There is no way to tell the truth about race in this country without
white people becoming uncomfortable. Because the plain truth is that if it
were up to people of color, racism would have been resolved, over and done,
a long time ago. The only reason for racism's persistence is that white people
continue to benefit from it.

And if you're really honest, something else dawned somewhere in your mind.
You realized that, if you wanted, by being white you could make things hard —
much harder — for others. Especially black folks.

Repeat that last sentence. Make it your mantra. Because until the country
accepts that truth, we will never move beyond superficial words and
ineffective half-measures.

How did you, how did I, how did we all learn this? No one taught you. No one
had to. It's something that you absorbed just by living. Just by taking in subtle
clues such as what the people in charge look like. Whose history you learned
in school. What the bad guys look like on TV. The kind of jokes you heard. How
your parents, grandparents and friends talked about people that didn't look
like you.

Systemic racism benefits white people. That's the truth that Amy Cooper knew
and that we all know. That truth supports all the assumptions that sustain
the racial craziness and insanity in which we live. I know that bluntly stating
that systemic racism benefits white people makes people — especially white
people — uncomfortable. I also feel a pang of discomfort in being so direct. (I
know the kinds of online comments and emails that are sure to follow.)

I can hear some of you protesting. You don't want to admit this, especially your
ability to make life rough for people of color. You don't want to face it. But Amy
Cooper made the truth plain and obvious. She knew deep in her soul that she
lived in a country where things should work in the favor of white people. She
knew the real deal. We all do.

But avoiding and sugarcoating this truth is killing people of color. Silence for
the sake of making white people comfortable is a luxury we can no longer
afford.

That's the reason for the grief, outrage, lament, anger, pain and fury that have
been pouring into our nation's streets. Because folks are tired. Not only of the
individual outrages. But of the fundamental assumption that ties them all
together: that black lives don't matter and should not matter — at least not as
much as white ones.
We struggle to admit that Amy Cooper reveals what W.E.B. Du Bois calls "the
souls of white folks." Because, to quote James Baldwin again, facing the truth
"would reveal more about America to Americans than Americans want to
know." Or admit that they know.
What don't we want to admit? That Amy Cooper is not simply a rogue white
person or a mean-spirited white woman who did an odious thing. Yes, we
should and must condemn her words and actions. But we don't want to admit
that there is a lot more to this story. That she knew, we all know, that she had
the support of an unseen yet very real apparatus of collective thoughts, fears,
beliefs, practices and history.
This is what we mean by systemic racism. I could call it white supremacy,
although I know that white people find that term even more of a stumbling
block than white privilege. Essayist Ta-Nehisi Coates gives the best short
description of this complex reality called white supremacy. He describes it
as "an age-old system in America which holds that whites should always be
ensured that they will not sink to a certain level. And that level is the level
occupied by black people." Amy Cooper knew that. And so do we.
We don't want to admit that Amy Cooper is not simply a bad white woman.
We don't want to face the truth about America that her words and actions
betray. We don't want to admit that present in Central Park that morning was
the scaffolding of centuries-long accumulations of the benefits of whiteness.
Benefits that burden people of color. Benefits that kill black and brown people.
Without facing this truth, Amy Cooper's actions make no sense. She knew what
she was doing. And so do we. Even if we do not want to admit it.

assumptions

The fundamental assumption behind all the others is that white people matter,
or should matter, more than people of color. Certainly more than black people.
That black lives don't matter, or at least not as much as white lives. That's the
basic assumption behind Amy Cooper's decisions, actions and words. That's
the basic assumption that links Christian Cooper with COVID-19, Breonna
Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, George Floyd and Omar Jimenez.

Where do we begin?

If white people are unwilling to face very uncomfortable truths, then the
country is doomed to remain what Abraham Lincoln called "a house divided."
And he warned that such a house cannot stand.
What to do next? Nothing. Sit in the discomfort this hard truth brings. Let it
become agonizing. Let it move you to tears, to anger, to guilt, to shame, to
embarrassment. Over what? Over your ignorance. Over the times you went
along with something you knew was wrong. Or when you told a racist joke
because you could. Because you knew that your white friends and family
would let you get away with it, or even join in. Because you thought it was "just
a joke." Or the times you wouldn't hire the person of color because you knew
your white employees would have a problem with it and you didn't want the
hassle. Or when you knew the person of color was in the right, but it was easier
not to upset your white friends. Or wealthy donors, who are almost always
white. (By the way, the wealth disparity didn't just happen nor is it due to black
and brown folks' laziness. Look at the complexions of our "essential workers"
for proof.) Most of all, feel the guilt, the pain, the embarrassment over doing
nothing and saying nothing when you witnessed obvious racism.
Stay in the discomfort, the anxiety, the guilt, the shame, the anger. Because
only when a critical mass of white folks are outraged, grieved and pained over
the status quo — only when white people become upset enough to declare,
"This cannot and will not be!" — only then will real change begin to become a
possibility.
Third, admit your ignorance and do something about it. Understand that there
is a lot about our history and about life that we're going to have to unlearn.
And learn over. Malcolm X said that the two factors responsible for American
racism are greed and skillful miseducation. We have all been taught a sanitized
version of America that masks our terrible racial history.
For example, most of my white students — and students of color, too — know
nothing of the terror of lynching. They don't know that for a 30-year period
from 1885-1915, on average every third day a black person was brutally and
savagely and publicly murdered by white mobs. This wasn't taught, or it was
taught to mean only that, in the words of a white student, "some people got
beat up real bad." (Note the passive voice, which obscures who did these
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beatings and why).
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Yet without knowing this history, the Civil Rights Movement only becomes a
feel-good story about desegregation and bringing races together — sharing
schools, drinking fountains and (maybe) neighborhoods. The brutal, savage
and sadistic violence that whites inflicted with impunity upon black — and
brown and Asian — people in order to defend "white supremacy" (their
words, not mine) is never faced. Nor do we have to face the truth that most
racial violence in our history has been and continues to be inflicted by whites
against people of color.
To create a different world, we must learn how this one came to be. And
unlearn what we previously took for granted. This means that we have to read.
And learn from the perspectives of people of color. (Not to toot my own horn,
but my book Racial Justice and the Catholic Church is a good place to start).
Demand that your parish and diocese sponsor not just an evening on race,
but a whole series. How about during Lent? Tell your priests and religious
education directors to make anti-racism a staple feature of their homilies
and your children's religious formation. Insist that your children learn a truer
picture of the world than you did, and not only during Black History Month.
Take a stand and say you'll take your presence and dollars elsewhere if they
don't. And when they do the right thing, write them a note of support —
because, trust me, they will hear plenty from the other side.
While you're at it, write your bishop and ask how anti-racism is part of your
church leaders' formation for ministry. Ask how he is actively educating
himself to become anti-racist. Let him know that if seminarians and candidates
for ministry and religious life are unwilling or unable to be actively anti-racist,
then they do not have a vocation for church leadership since they haven't
embraced a fundamental requirement of Christian discipleship.
Fourth, have the courage to confront your family and friends. I tell my white
students that they will see and hear more naked racial bigotry than I do.
Because when I am in the room, everyone knows how to act. Sociologist Joe
Feagin documents how white people behave one way when on the "front
stage," that is, in public. But "backstage," in the company of fellow whites, a
different code of behavior prevails. Here racist acts and words are excused:
"That's just the way your father was raised." "Your grandmother is of a different
generation." "It's just a joke." "But deep down, he's really a good person." "But
if you ignore all that, he's a really fun person to be with." "You can't choose
your family, but you gotta love them anyway." "It's only once a year." "I wish he
wouldn't talk that way. But you can't change how people feel."
I understand the desire to have peaceful or at least conflict-free relationships
with family and friends. But as the Rev. Martin Luther King said so well, "There
comes a time when silence is betrayal." Silence means consent. Or at least,
complicity.
Until white people call out white people, there will always be safe places for
racial ugliness to brew and fester. And people like Amy Cooper will continue
to assume that white people will always have their backs, no matter what. And
they won't be wrong. And black people will continue to die.
Fifth, be "unconditionally pro-life." These are the words of St. Pope John Paul
II from his final pastoral visit to the United States. He summoned Catholics to
"eradicate every form of racism" as part of their wholehearted and essential
commitment to life.
This has a very serious consequence: You cannot vote for or support a
president who is blatantly racist, mocks people of color, separates Latino
families and consigns brown children into concentration camps, and still call
yourself "pro-life." We need to face, finally and at long last, the uncomfortable
yet real overlap between the so-called "pro-life" movement and the advocates
of racial intolerance.
In the name of our commitment to life, we must challenge not only these
social policies, but also the attitude that cloaks support for racism under
the guise of being "pro-life." John Paul declared that racism is a life issue.
Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, George Floyd and the many black and brown
victims of COVID-19 prove it. It is way past time for Catholics to become
"unconditionally pro-life."
Finally, pray. Yes, racism is a political issue and a social divide. But at its deepest
level, racism is a soul sickness. It is a profound warping of the human spirit
that enables human beings to create communities of callous indifference
toward their darker sisters and brothers. Stripped to its core, white supremacy
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is a disturbing interior disease, a malformed consciousness that enables
white people to not care for those who don't look like them. As historian
Paul Wachtel succinctly declares in his book Race in the Mind of America, "The
real meaning of race comes down largely to this: Is this someone I should care
about?"
This soul sickness can only be healed by deep prayer. Yes, we need social
reforms. We need equal educational opportunities, changed police practices,
equitable access to health care, an end to employment and housing
discrimination. But only an invasion of divine love will shatter the small images
of God that enable us to live undisturbed by the racism that benefits some
and terrorizes so many.
In her essay, "The Desire for God and the Transformative Power of
Contemplation," Baltimore Carmelite Sr. Constance FitzGerald writes, "The
time will come when God's light will invade our lives and show us everything
we have avoided seeing. Then will be manifest the confinement of our
carefully constructed meanings, the limitations of our life projects, the fragility
of the support systems or infrastructures on which we depend … [and] the
darkness in our own heart."
God's love is subversive and destructive. It exposes self-serving political
ideologies as shortsighted and corrosive.
And yet FitzGerald and the Carmelite tradition insist that God subverts our
plans and projects for the sake of new life. FitzGerald relates how, through
unmasking the shallowness of our "achievements," God leads us to "new
minds, as well as new intuitions, new wills, and passionate new desires."
Perhaps, then, the grace of this dark time in our nation is that it reveals how
racially toxic our politics, society and culture have truly become, in order to
spur us to build a new culture based not on the exploitation of fear but on
solidarity with and for the least among us.
We need to pray for a new infusion of the Spirit and for the courage to let this
Spirit transform our hearts. Come, Holy Spirit!
(Do we dare to really make that our prayer?)
Is this enough?
I can hear some of you saying, "But is this enough?" I am under no illusion that
these actions, by themselves, can erase the accumulated debris of centuries of
commitment to white preference and black detriment. None of us can do all
that is required at this moment.
But just because we cannot do everything doesn't mean we should not do
something. We are not as helpless as we fear. Moreover, helplessness is an
emotion that we cannot afford to indulge. As James Baldwin believed, despair
is an option that only the comfortable can afford to entertain.
We can create a new society, one where more and more people will challenge
the assumptions of white racial privilege that sustain Amy Cooper's universe.
Our universe. One built on a different set of assumptions, one where all lives
truly do matter because black lives finally will matter.
I end with the final words of Racial Justice and the Catholic Church:
Social life is made by human beings. The society we live in is the outcome
of human choices and decisions. This means that human beings can change
things. What humans break, divide, and separate, we can — with God's help
— also heal, unite, and restore.
What is now does not have to be. Therein lies the hope. And the challenge.
Come, Holy Spirit!
Fill the hearts of your faithful.
Enkindle within us the fire of your love.
Come, Holy Spirit!
Breathe into us a fiery passion for justice.
Especially for those who have the breath of life crushed from them.
Amen.
[Fr. Bryan N. Massingale is a theology professor at Fordham University in New
York. He is the author of Racial Justice and the Catholic Church.]

GIVING TO OSP

With your help, we will continue to come together to support each other and our sisters
and brothers in need. Thousands of us worship together on Sunday mornings via the gift of
livestream. We are nourished by the Word of God and enhanced by the beautiful gifts of our
Music Ministry. Throughout the week, the Old St. Pat’s staff offer prayerful podcasts, spiritual direction, Beloved
circles, rosary groups, musical vespers, young adult gatherings, family liturgies, online education, and more – all
virtually, of course.
Our pastoral care staff and ministry of care team have come together to develop volunteer networks for helping
families encounter their grief after the death of a loved one, open themselves up to questions about isolation,
face the illness of a family member, continue prayer chain calls and mail handwritten messages and care packages
to the most vulnerable among us. The Pastoral team has accompanied families grieving the death of a loved one
with virtual prayer services. Ministry staff are compiling a list of resources for our members seeking debt relief. Our
Weddings and Baptisms team members continue to accompany the numerous couples as they postpone these
significant events.

g iv i n g t o o s p

In the face of this unprecedented crisis, your kindness and generosity
sustain us!

None of this would be possible without the support of Sunday Giving. On average, 20% of our Sunday
collection is contributed through the Sunday basket. While we can’t pass the Sunday basket right now, we
hope you will support our Sunday collection by making an online gift via the Livestream donate button, by
texting GIVE to 312/535-0118, by using the "Give to OSP" button on our homepage at oldstpats.org, or by
mailing a check to Old St. Pats’, 711 W. Monroe St., Chicago, IL 60661. Please note: our online giving processor
is best optimized for Google Chrome.

Text to Give
Text "Give" to (312)
535-0118 or scan the QR
code using your phone
camera, then follow the
prompts to make a secure
gift.

Careasy.org/old-st-patricks-church

As you shop for essentials online, be sure to log into smile.amazon.com and select Old St. Pat's as your beneficiary.

ACDVO WEBCAST: IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Wednesday, June 24, 2020 | 1-1:30 pm CDT
Space is still available to register
Join Fr. Charles Dahm, O.P. on June 24 for a 30-minute
interactive webcast on Zoom. We invite pastors and
pastoral staff, school and religious education staff, and
youth program staff.
20-minute presentation and 10 minute Q & A. This webcast is free but registration is
required.
Register in advance: bit.ly/30e57nd
visit us at oldstpats.org
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CROSSROADS RUNNERS

c ro s s ro a d s r u n n e r s

TRAINING IS UNDERWAY FOR THE
CROSSROADS RUNNERS TEAM FOR THE BANK
OF AMERICA CHICAGO MARATHON!
WE STILL HAVE A SPOT FOR YOU TO JOIN OUR TEAM!
This is your year to run the Chicago Marathon and help the OSP North Lawndale
Kinship Initiative and other social outreach programs that the Crossroads Team
supports. The benefits of being part of our team include a professional training
coach, team trainings/camaraderie, pre-marathon gathering with gear check
and post-party near the start/finish line, fundraising incentives. and much more!
Congratulations to last month’s contest winners:
Calvin Swan for winning a one-year subscription to Spotify in our keeping
motivated during our Work-Out From Home Challenge!
Brian Spahn for winning an Apple Watch in our registration promotion!
In the fall runners will take to the streets of Chicago to participate in a journey of endurance, dedication, and heart. We’d
love to have you join our team and we will be there to help cheer you every step of the way.
For more information please contact
crossroadsrunners@oldstpats.org.

Instagram: @CrossroadsRunners
Facebook.com/OSPcrossroadsrunners
Twitter: @CrossroadsRunn1

FIND A POT O’ GOLD AT THE END OF THE RAINBOW!
We are excited to announce that the Pot O' Gold raffle is starting again after pausing it
during the COVID-19 shutdown. Tickets are now on sale again!
Win $25,000* and other cash prizes! We have also added additional weekly winners of $250.

To purchase a ticket, visit bit.ly/potofgoldosp
The grand prize drawing will be held on Sunday, June 28. Old St Pat’s will share a portion of our raffle proceeds with the
North Lawndale Community Coordinating Council in support of its COVID-19 Relief efforts.
Upcoming chances to win:
Weekly drawings for $250 will be held on Thursdays, June 11 and June 18.
The winner for our June 4 drawing is Beth Conroy. Congratulations, Beth!
Grand Prize Drawing* - Sunday, June 28
1st Place - $25,000
2nd Place - $5,000
3rd Place - $1,000
Congratulations to past weekly winners:
Week 1 - Pat Anderson
Week 2 - Ann Joyce Crement
Week 3 - Peter McCarty
Week 4 - Tim Liston
Week 5 - Maureen Hellwig
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*Total prize money awarded shall be reduced proportionally if less
than 1,000 tickets are sold. If this occurs the directors of the contest
guarantee that 32% of all monies collected shall be awarded in the
form of the three grand prizes. All Prizes are subject to federal, state
and local taxes.

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life. For God did not send his
Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. - Jn 3:16-17

Thursday, June 11, 2020

Readings: Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56 [52b]/2
Cor 13:11-13/Jn 3:16-18

Readings: Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3/Ps 65:10, 11,
12-13 [2a]/Mt 5:20-26

Women and Men of Faith

Mass Remembrances:
10:00 am
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			

Book of Patrick: Gerald and Katherine
Bagnowski, Jane & Herman Berghoff, Constance
Fred Natori (†)			
Haney, John H. Collins, William Henry Dean, Jr.,
Catherine Wall (†)		
Infant Patrick James Dudley, James J. Jr. & Sheila
Dr. Hurley (†)			
M. Sullivan Holbrook, Anne O’Neil, Ed Cetinske,
Jack Cook (†)			
Margaret McGrath (†)		 Kitty & Sonny Giblin, Angela & Rick Limburg
Wes Kaldahl (†)			
Friday, June 12, 2020
Elizabeth Orchard (†)		
Michael Hickey (†)		Readings: 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-16/Ps 27:7-8a,
Baby, Jose Luis Palacios, III (†)
8b-9abc, 13-14 [8b]/Mt 5:27-32
Helen Stohl (†)			
James Cushing (†)		Book of Patrick: Eileen Couch, Bernard J.
Conway, George Maher, Sr., Lawrence & Helen
Dennis Ervil Meador (†)		
Kelly Kaiser, Albert B. Nies & Geraldine Roche
Ezra Meador			
Linda Hillsman (†)		Nies, Leon Christopher Cooney, John Joseph
Foster, Jr., Evelyn D. Tully (Sally), Mary Fran
B.C. McHugh Collins (†)		
Brusatori, Braden Anderson, Brian O'Mahoney,
Jose Renteria (†)			
Sr., Philip H. Corboy, Debe Kincl, James William
Jeff Anderson (†)			
Collins, Ron Kapolnek, Jessell T. Butler
Edward Wm. Freedman (†)		
Loretta Mazurowski (†)

Book of Patrick: Janet Budach, Joan Guarnieri
Newman, Bernard & Maureen Cleary, Thomas &
Lucille Szura, Gerald Harder, Brida Mae Thomas,
Scot L. Kozicki, Michael John Martin, Grace V.
Nelson

Monday, June 8, 2020
Readings: 1 Kgs 17:1-6/Ps 121:1bc-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8
[cf. 2]/Mt 5:1-12
Mass Remembrances: Bob Novack
Book of Patrick: Rudy Marquez, Edwin M.
Robinson, Robert F. McDermott, Cornelius
Martin O’Brien, Ted Ryan, Daniel J. Terra, James
M. Whealan Sr., Josephine Booth, Thomas &
Lucille Szura, Dennis Ervil Meadors

Tuesday, June 9, 2020
Readings: 1 Kgs 17:7-16/Ps 4:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7a]/
Mt 5:13-16
Book of Patrick: Rev. Stephen J. O’Donnell,
Matthew & Jacqueline Dunn, Albert W. Hellwig,
Shirley Jane Combs Callahan, Nora Monahan
Devine, Anne Callahan Kuehnle, James Arthur
Kuehnle, James Arthur Kuehnle, Jr., Jill Callahan
Hennessy, Regan Combs Kuehnle, Patrick James
Kuehnle, Ryon Michael Hennessy, John Ryon
Hennessy, Francis P. Haggerty, Mark Hickey, Bill
Moynihan, Bill Herber, Mary Jane Foley

Wednesday, June 10, 2020
Readings: 1 Kgs 18:20-39/Ps 16:1b-2ab, 4, 5ab
and 8, 11 [1b]/Mt 5:17-19
Book of Patrick: Alice O. Wirth, Jim & Mary
Kreidler, Gary J. Maher, John Connolly, Austin &
Catherine Ayres, Vincent Ray, Jacqueline Dunn,
Al & Mabelanne Wilkins, Mabel Roat, Marcella
Casey, Mary Ellen Archer, Thomas E. Hoff, Dave
Deitz
(†) = Deceased

Saturday, June 13, 2020

Readings: 1 Kgs 19:19-21/Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8,
9-10 [cf. 5a]/Mt 5:33-37
Book of Patrick: James P. Powell, Adrienne M.
Zambon, Virginia Gearen, Stephen F. Patterson,
Mr. and Mrs. John Brennan, Dot & Leo Evers,
Bernice Jean Nittolo, Jeanette Lewandowski,
Donald T. Cahill, Regina Cagney, Robert Patrick
Gorman Jr., Harriette V. Grek, Thomas F. Hawkins
III, Mary Ann and Jack Gaynor

Sunday, June 14, 2020
Readings: Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15,
19-20 [12]/1 Cor 10:16-17/Jn 6:51-58

Prayer Requests
For Those Who Are Sick
Marsha Miller, Camille Herrera, Marian
Adamczyk, Bill Facinelli, Infant August
"Gus" Joseph Boyle, Craig Davis, Kathy
Rapp, Rob Hanrahan, Jacque Ames,
Cindy Tovar, Therese Michels, Gene
Bastedo, Robert Jacobs, Rod Springer
For Those Who Have Recently Died
Paul Michels, Joan Curran, Christina
Warner, Infant Benjamin "Ben" Otto
Boyle, Donald Adamczyk, Jim Day,
Marlene Matousek, George Young,
Dorothy Mastricola, Beatriz M. O'Hara,
Fr. Peter Dennis SS.CC., Mary Therese
Hartman, Mary McManus, Thomas
Dwyer, Anita Tuason, George Floyd

Blessed Joachima
Saint of the Day for June 10
Born into an aristocratic family in Barcelona, Spain,
Joachima was 12 when she expressed a desire
to become a Carmelite nun. But her life took an
altogether different turn at 16 with her marriage to a
young lawyer, Theodore de Mas. Both deeply devout,
they became secular Franciscans. During their 17
years of married life they raised eight children.

h ea r t s & p r aye r s

Sunday, June 7, 2020

The normalcy of their family life was interrupted
when Napoleon invaded Spain. Joachima had to
flee with the children; Theodore remained behind
and died. Though Joachima re-experienced a desire
to enter a religious community, she attended to her
duties as a mother. At the same time, the young
widow led a life of austerity and chose to wear the
habit of the Third Order of St. Francis as her ordinary
dress. She spent much time in prayer and visiting
the sick.
Four years later, with some of her children now
married and younger ones under their care, Joachima
confessed her desire to a priest to join a religious
order. With his encouragement, she established
the Carmelite Sisters of Charity. In the midst of the
fratricidal wars occurring at the time, Joachima was
briefly imprisoned and later exiled to France for
several years.
Sickness ultimately compelled her to resign as
superior of her order. Over the next four years she
slowly succumbed to paralysis, which caused her
to die by inches. At her death at the age of 71 in
1854, Joachima was known and admired for her
high degree of prayer, deep trust in God, and selfless
charity.
Reflection
Joachima understands loss. She lost the home where
her children grew up, her husband, and finally her
health. As the power to move and care for her own
needs slowly ebbed away, this woman who had all
her life cared for others became wholly dependent;
she required help with life’s simplest tasks. When our
own lives go spinning out of control, when illness and
bereavement and financial hardship strike, all we can
do is cling to the belief that sustained Joachima: God
watches over us always.

Please contact Bernadette Moore Gibson at
312-798-2389 for Pastoral Care Services.

Parish Counselor: If you or someone you
know is in need of counseling services,
please contact Old St. Patrick’s Parish
Counselor, Sarah Thompson at saraht@
oldstpats.org or 773-234-9630.
visit us at oldstpats.org
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d i re c t o r y
Accounting
Janette Nunez
312-798-2305
janetten@oldstpats.org
Adult Education Ministries
Bob Kolatorowicz
312-831-9379
bobk@oldstpats.org
Annulment Support Ministry
pastoralcare@oldstpats.org
Baptisms
Tammy Roeder
baptisms@oldstpats.org
Clergy - Pastor
Fr. Thomas J. Hurley
312-831-9363
tomh@oldstpats.org
Skye Darke
Admin. Assistant to Pastor
312-831-9377
skyed@oldstpats.org
Visiting Clergy

Fr. John Cusick			
Fr. Edward Foley, OFM Cap.
Fr. Pat McGrath, SJ
Fr. Paul Novak, OSM
Fr. William O’Shea
Fr. Ed Shea, OFM
Msgr. Kenneth Velo			
Fr. John J. Wall

Communications
Leanne Kelly
312-831-9364
leannek@oldstpats.org
Community Outreach
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Adult Literacy Program
Marilyn Antonik
773-286-3390
marantonik@att.net
Blood Drive
Mark Buciak
773-307-0033
mark.buciak@rcn.com
Cara Chicago
312-798-3300
Chicago Food Depository
Mary Beth Riley
630-655-9447
mbriley07@yahoo.com
Jim Holbrook			
773-237-2625			
jamesjholbrookjr@yahoo.com
The Children’s Place
Katie Byrne
312-863-1120
kmbyrne@aol.com
House of Mary and Joseph
Kate Boege
312-337-7953
kateboege@yahoo.com
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Interfaith House
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Little Brothers - Friends of the Elderly
Joe Harzich
312-835-4932
jharzich@aol.com
Special Olympics
Greg Benacka
708-271-4460
benacka.gregory@district205.net
St. Agatha’s Sharing Parish
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Su Casa
Jim Karczewski
630-279-0144
jkarcze877@aol.com
Trinity Volunteer Corps
Annice Coughlan
773-981-2225
info@trinityvolunteers.org
U of I Hospital Pediatrics
Sue Sierkierski
312-546-4312
sasiek18@hotmail.com
Counseling Services
Sarah Thompson
773-234-9630 			
saraht@oldstpats.org
Crossroads Runners
crossroadsrunners@oldstpats.org
Development (Giving)
Molly Galo & Kim Pulvermacher
mollyg@oldstpats.org		
kimberlyp@oldstpats.org
Kim: 312-798-2366 Molly: 312.798.2355
Director of Operations
Tom Borah
tomb@oldstpats.org
3127982381
Divorce Ministry
Bernadette Gibson
bernadetteg@oldstpats.org
Encore: 50+ Active Adults
Mary Kay Slowikowski
marykayslowikowski@gmail.com
Family Ministry
Bea Cunningham
312-831-9351
beac@oldstpats.org
Katie Brandt
312-831-9352
family.ministry@oldstpats.org
Funerals
Bernadette Gibson
bernadetteg@oldstpats.org		
312-493-8737 Pastoral Cell
FXW (Frances Xavier Warde School)
Head of School
Michael Kennedy
120 S. Desplaines
312-466-0700
		

Gay + (Gay Plus)
Chairperson: Michael Politano
gayplus@oldstpats.org
Staff Contact: Bob Kolatorowicz
bobk@oldstpats.org
Listening Parent Resource
Maureen Schuneman
meschuneman@aol.com
312-933-6368
Green Team
Kayla Jackson
kaylaj@oldstpats.org
Grief Support Facilitators
Judi Black, Bill Brennan
312-798-2358
Hospitality
Linda Vasquez
312-798-2370
lindav@oldstpats.org
Jewish Catholic Ministry
Jewish Catholic Dialogue
Gina Lakin
info@oldstpats.org
Eileen O’Farrell Smith
eileen@theinterfaithunion.org
Family School
David Kovacs
kovacswriter@gmail.com
Interfaith Union
Eileen O’Farrell Smith
eileen@theinterfaithunion.org
Liturgy
Tom Micinski
tmicinski@oldstpats.org
Marriage Preparation
Jack Berkemeyer
Pre-Cana Experience
312-798-2386
jackberkemeyer@gmail.com
Membership/New Members		
Polly Mulhearn
pollym@oldstpats.org
Men's Group
mensgroup@oldstpats.org
Music
Mark Scozzafave
Director of Music Ministries
marks@oldstpats.org
312-798-2382
Dominic Trumfio
Associate Director of Worship Music
dominict@oldstpats.org
Laura Higgins
Worship Music/Pastoral Care
laurah@oldstpats.org
312-798-2384
Michael Neary		
Children's Choir
michaeln@oldstpats.org
Bill Fraher
Director of Concert Music
billf@oldstpats.org
312-831-9353
North Lawndale Kinship Initiative
		
Vincent L. Guider
		
312-798-2374
		
vincentg@oldstpats.org

d i re c t o r y
Pastoral Care Ministry
		
Bernadette Gibson
		
312-798-2389 prayer line
		
bernadetteg@oldstpats.org		
		
312-493-8737 pastoral cell
Reception (711 W. Monroe)
Deniese Montgomery 		
		
deniesem@oldstpats.org
		
312-648-1021
Rite of Christian 				
Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
		
Keara Ette
		
312-798-2328
		
kearac@oldstpats.org
Resident Theologian Presenter
		
Dr. Terry Nelson-Johnson
		
312-831-9373
		
terryn@oldstpats.org
Retreat Program: Beloved
		
Polly Mulhearn
		
312-798-2316
		
pollym@oldstpats.org
Social Justice
		
Kayla Jackson

Youth Ministry: Foundations
		
Courtney Malawy
		
312-798-2329		
		
courtneym@oldstpats.org
Mackenzie Doyle
Youth Ministry Associate
312.798.2391
foundations@oldstpats.org

Special Events (Fundraisers)
		
Sheila Greifhahn
		
312-798-2343
		
sheilag@oldstpats.org
		
Honor Lorenzini
312-798-2348
honorl@oldstpats.org
Spiritual Direction
		 Tammy Roeder
		312-798-2350
		tammy.roeder@oldstpats.org
Tours of Old St. Pat’s
		 Jim McLaughlin
		630-852-7269
		jmclaughlin1017@gmail.com

Harmony, Hope & Healing
Marge Nykaza
312-466-0267
marge@harmony		
hopeandhealing.org

312-798-2399
kaylaj@oldstpats.org

Wedding Ministry 			
		
JoAnn O' Brien
		
weddings@oldstpats.org		
		
joanno@oldstpats.org		
		
312-831-9383
Wedding Volunteers
Donna Kamuda
dgkamosp1@gmail.com
Mary Jo Graf
312-360-1622
maryjog1221@sbcglobal.net
Women’s Spirituality
Mary Anne Moriarty			
gmoriarty1937@comcast.net
Women's Spirituality North 		
Beth Perry 			
beth.perry@sbcglobal.net
OSP Next (Young Adult Ministry)
		 Meg Boyle			
		
megb@oldstpats.org
		ospnext@oldstpats.org

STAY CONNECTED WITH THE
OLD ST. PAT'S COMMUNITY
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

The Mary and Bill Aronin 		
Center for Social Concerns
703 W. Monroe
Chicago, IL 60661
Career Transitions Center
Deb Wilson
312-906-9908
host@ctcchicago.org
Coprodeli, Peru
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Friends of Fabretto, Nicaragua
Tom Gleason
773-227-6556
tgleason@ameritech.net

Horizons for Youth
Brian Broccolo
312-627-9031
brian@horizons-for-youth.org
LIFT				
Michelle Jimenez			
773-818-5605			
mjimenez@LIFT-foundation.org

Facebook.com/
OldStPatricksChurch

Twitter.com/OldStPats

Board of Advisors
Colleen Healy, Keara Ette, Michael
Kennedy, Tim Keneally, Roseanne
Loftus, Kevin Hanley, Mike Hobbs, Ken
Hiltz, Tom Hurley, John Weinheimer,
Jennifer Wyatt

Old St. Pat’s Mailing Address
Fr. Jack Wall Mission Center		
711 W. Monroe, Floor 3		
Chicago, IL 60661

Instagram:
@OldStPatsChicago

General Email - info@oldstpats.org
Phone Number - 312-648-1021
Fax Number - 312-648-9025

visit us at oldstpats.org
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