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just a thought

COSMOLOGY AND NATURE
Awakening in the Cosmos
From Richard Rohr's Daily Meditation
(Center for Action and Contemplation)
By Dr. Barbara Holmes
Originally published June 24, 2020
My friend and fellow CAC teacher Dr. Barbara Holmes has the ability to bear witness to the expansiveness of the
cosmos, the major systemic shifts taking place in society, and the small and sacred moments of daily life—all at the
same time. Her writing is a poetic and prophetic call for us to wake up and pay attention to everything that is happening
around us.
It is time to awaken to self, society, and the cosmos, for none of us has the luxury of sleepwalking through impending
cultural and scientific revolutions. In the last sermon that he preached before he was assassinated, Martin Luther King
Jr. urged us to “remain awake through a great revolution.” [1] . . .
Up above our heads, there are worlds unknown and a canopy of grace, light, air, and water that supports our survival.
Without realizing it, we expend massive amounts of energy to block out the vastness of our universe. This is to be
expected, for, in its totality, this information can be more than human systems can take. However, by riveting our
attention on the mundane, we filter out the wonder that is available with each breath.
Although we have a fascination with space and the possibility of life in other realms, we steadfastly refuse to respond
when the universe invites us to broaden our lines of sight. We are beckoned by blazing sunsets and the pictures
returned by powerful telescopic lenses, yet, on any given day, we court a busyness that beguiles us into focusing on the
limited perspectives in our immediate space.
Today, scientific information about the universe is increasing exponentially while ethnic and racial balances within the
United States are shifting radically. In the scientific realm, the epistemological foundations for hierarchy, dominance,
and rationality are crumbling, while proponents of gender, class, [racial,] and sexual equity have found their public
voices. . . .
We are not hamsters on a wheel, waiting to fall into the cedar shavings at the bottom of the cage. We are seekers of
light and life, bearers of shadows and burdens. We are struggling to journey together toward moral fulfillment. We
are learning to embrace the unfathomable darkness where God dwells with enthusiasm that equals our love of light.
Physics and cosmology have metaphors and languages to help us awaken to these and other possibilities. . . . We are
not just citizens of one nation or another, but of the human and cosmic community.
Awareness is the moment when we rise with eyes crusted from self-induced dreams of control, domination,
victimization, and self-hatred to catch a glimpse of the divine in the face of “the other.” Then God’s self-identification,
“I am that I am / I will be who I will be” (Exodus 3:14) becomes a liberating example of awareness, mutuality, and selfrevelation.
Barbara teaches us that “everything belongs”—from moments of personal awakening, to mind-bending discoveries with
the potential to change everything. Growing in awareness of a “Christ-soaked universe” helps us to awaken to wonder
and see the divine in all things.
References:
[1] Martin Luther King, Jr., Sermon at the National Cathedral, Washington, D.C. (March 31, 1968). See A Testament of Hope: The Essential
Writings and Speeches of Martin Luther King, Jr., ed. James M. Washington (HarperCollins: 1986), 270.
Barbara A. Holmes, Race and the Cosmos: An Invitation to View the World Differently, 2nd ed. (CAC Publishing: 2020), 42, 43, 57.
Image Credit: Una “rete” di rami all’Arte Sella (Wood and Art in the Forest of Italy) (detail), 2008, Arte Sella, Trento, Italy.
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A STRONG BREATH OF GOD’S SPIRIT
IS SO NEEDED FOR OUR WEARINESS!
Sunday, June 28, 2020
By Bernadette Gibson
During these strange times we are already a little more “on
alert” than normal. Our body is paying more attention to
lessen the risk. This is the body’s natural way of helping. PPE
covers our face in ways we are not used to. This can cause
us to feel we are not getting the amount of air we need. The
last conscious thought of many of those who have perished
because of Covid19, must have been, I can’t breathe. Breath
that ceases because of sickness is one thing. But it is quite
another thing to deliberately take away the sacred breath
of another as we saw on our screens from Minneapolis. The
news of deaths such as these and the destruction that has
generated since, literally takes our breath away. Fear often
causes us to hold our breath. And panicked people must be
emphatically reminded to breathe again. The same breath
of the Spirit of God that sustains us in life, is the one I am
reflecting on this week.
I was drawn to re-read the words of Saint Paul differently this
week. Saint Paul was addressing a community of believers
who have already committed themselves to the Gospel. Saint
Paul sought to persuade believers to do what they already
know they should do. This is why it is so important to hear
the Gospel and listen to the preached word again and again.
In reading the letter from Saint Paul to the Romans today
I ponder of all the funerals I have attended for community
families where this reading has been shared. “We were indeed
buried with him through baptism into death, so that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
we too might live in newness of life.” I have been holding in
prayer anyone who has lost a loved one in these last months,
who has honored their loved ones in intimate burial services;
whose public mourning perhaps has been delayed. You are
not alone; and as a community we hold you praying that we
will continue to find creative ways to honor your loved one’s
memory. At a time when we all feel more fragile and exposed,
at risk, even closer to suffering or immersed in it, we must
remember that God created, molded and formed us for good.
Recently, I spoke with someone who was struggling to
recover from COVID. She told me that in the last months of
her recovery she was forced to stop and catch her breath
regarding her entire life. And it reminds me how profitable for
the soul this time of meditation has been for me personally.
The rush of the world is so great that very little time is given
to ponder and reflect. Have you found time in these days for
contemplation, and to sit quietly under the sunset and muse?
Are we taking seriously our God-given opportunity to indulge
in this unique Sabbath time which has dawned upon us?
Out of necessity, we cannot gather in our church at the same

capacity and our public gatherings will look different until we
have a remedy for what ails our world. Our businesses have
been forced to a slow to a standstill but perhaps we are being
called to reflect on what will bring great profit to all of us in
the future. Time to take a Breath.
In the context of what is happening in our world today,
considering the breath of Jesus upon the disciples…touches
me deeply. Every breath that we take is of God holding us
in existence. It is sacred, it is holy. A strong breath of God’s
Spirit is so needed for our weariness. We share a heartache
over the political divisiveness, the racism, and the built-up of
anger over injustice that has boiled over into violence. “Peace
be with you.” Jesus whispers peace and breathes the breath
of life upon us. This breath of love that was present at the
Creation of the world is with us today. This Holy Spirit sweeps
in and around us giving us the courage, the strength, and
the peace to walk in God’s love. Oh Great Spirit, lead us into
deep and thorough examination of all structures and systems
in which we are active and passive, leaders or supporters.
You who breathed new life into each of us at baptism, come
and breathe new life into us again! Jesus, breathe into the
oppressed ones, into the sorrowful ones, into the angry ones,
into the isolated, sick and suffering ones. We are not alone.
The Holy Spirit is with us. Jesus is with us. God is with us. God’s
people are with us. We can persevere even through the most
difficult of times because the Comforter is with us! Let the
Living Breath come…and let us rest in it!
Bernadette Gibson is the Director of Pastoral Care at Old St.
Patrick's Church.

visit us at oldstpats.org
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SUNDAY, JUNE 28
10 am Livestream Mass
Please join Fr. Tom Hurley and the OSP Music Ministry for Mass this Sunday, June
21. We look forward to sharing different voices in our community as they reflect
on the meaning of transformative kinship and how it fits in to their Vision for
Church.
Prelude music is live at 9:50 am. livestream.com/oldstpats
UPCOMING MASSES
June 2020
As our families, neighborhoods, city, and state continue to take seriously the COVID-19 crisis, Old St. Pat’s is continuing
to explore how we can best serve our members and the people of our city. In order to continue to prioritize the
safety and health of our people, we will continue to host a 10 a.m. Livestream Mass with dynamic worship, music, and
preaching, as we know this continues to be a gift to so many of us during this pandemic.
Additionally, we will be gathering together as a community again with an 8 am Sunday Mass celebrated safely, joyfully,
and with prayerful instrumental music. To assure we can follow the physical distancing and safety guidelines, we will be
able to accommodate 50 people for this liturgy. Reservations for 8 am Mass on June 28 are now full. Reservations
for 8 am Mass on Sunday, July 5 will open at 10 am on Wednesday, July 1 on our homepage at oldstpats.org.
Please refer to our website for additional updates.
And while we long to all be together once again, we lovingly encourage anyone who is 70 or older, or with medical
conditions, to not attend Mass at this time. Cardinal Cupich is continuing the suspension of obligation to attend Mass
on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation.
For those who desire to reserve spots for 8 a.m. Mass:
• Fill out the Mass Registration form mentioned above which goes live at 10 a.m. on Wednesday mornings and when
reservations fill up, we will begin a “waiting list” (instructions will be given on the form).
• Attendees will be asked to arrive no earlier than 7:40 a.m.
• All members of the assembly will be required to wear face coverings for the entirety of the liturgy.
• Please note that all individuals will be seated with at least 6 feet between people who do not live in the same
household.
• The music will be instrumental and contemplative, as congregational singing is still not recommended, due to the
increased risk of spreading the virus.
T hank you for your continued patience and understanding as we honor both our longing for the Eucharist and our
responsibility to keep our members, volunteers, and clergy safe and healthy.

GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY AND OUTREACH
Help Stamp Out Hunger in Chicago www.chicagosfoodbank.org
We have been partnering with the Greater Chicago
Food Depository here at OSP for over 25 years.
By volunteering at GCFD, our Outreach Partners (Su
Casa, The Boulevard, and House of Mary and Joseph
Shelter) receive food credits for their programs.
These food credits help feed the residents while
providing nutritional food items too.
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Upcoming Outreach Dates:
Saturday, July 11
All over age 16 are welcome
Contacts:
Mary Beth Riley
mbriley07@yahoo.com,
630.460.7889.
&
Jim Holbrook
jamesjholbrookjr
@yahoo.com

GIVING TO OSP

With your help, we will continue to come together to support each other and our sisters and
brothers in need. Thousands of us worship together on Sunday mornings via the gift of livestream.
We are nourished by the Word of God and enhanced by the beautiful gifts of our Music Ministry.
Throughout the week, the Old St. Pat’s staff offer prayerful podcasts, spiritual direction, Beloved
circles, rosary groups, musical vespers, young adult gatherings, family liturgies, online education,
and more – all virtually, of course.

g iv i n g

In the face of this unprecedented crisis, your kindness and generosity sustain us!

Our pastoral care staff and ministry of care team have come together to develop volunteer networks for helping families
encounter their grief after the death of a loved one, open themselves up to questions about isolation, face the illness of
a family member, continue prayer chain calls and mail handwritten messages and care packages to the most vulnerable
among us. The Pastoral team has accompanied families grieving the death of a loved one with virtual prayer services.
Ministry staff are compiling a list of resources for our members seeking debt relief. Our Weddings and Baptisms team
members continue to accompany the numerous couples as they postpone these significant events.
None of this would be possible without the support of Sunday Giving. On average, 20% of our Sunday collection is
contributed through the Sunday basket. While we can’t pass the Sunday basket right now, we hope you will support our
Sunday collection by making an online gift via the Livestream donate button, by texting GIVE to 312/535-0118, by using
the "Give to OSP" button on our homepage at oldstpats.org, or by mailing a check to Old St. Pats’, 711 W. Monroe St.,
Chicago, IL 60661. Please note: our online giving processor is best optimized for Google Chrome. Thank you!

Text to Give
Text "Give" to (312)
535-0118 or scan the QR
code using your phone
camera, then follow the
prompts to make a secure
gift.

Careasy.org/old-st-patricks-church

As you shop for essentials online, be sure to log into smile.amazon.com and select Old St. Pat's as your beneficiary.

CURRENTS: Awakening to the Flow of Spirit in our Lives
An Old St. Pat's Podcast Series

Thank you to all those who tune in to Currents, our weekly Old
St. Pat’s podcast series, as we explore the deeper movements
of Spirit in our lives.
Each episode features members and friends of the Old St. Pat’s
community giving voice to their lived experience of faith and
spirituality. Whether sharing an insight, pondering a question,
or offering a prayerful reflection, Currents speaks to our Spiritled search for meaning and purpose.
A new episode, Inclusion, with Bob Kolatorowicz is now
streaming.
The OSP Podcast is hosted by Kate Anderson with music by Mark
Scozzafave.

visit us at oldstpats.org
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DO YOU WANT TO ADDRESS RACISM IN
YOUR FAITH COMMUNITY, BUT YOU
DON’T KNOW WHERE TO BEGIN?

Faith & Racial
Exploring
Equity : Power
&
Privilege

Faith & Racial Equity: Exploring Power & Privilege is
an 8-week module that awakens groups to the
economic systems, public policies, cultural norms, and
hidden biases that empower some and oppress others.
The module introduces a framework for understanding
how power and privilege influences racial disparities.
As with all JustFaith programs, participants will explore
how their faith should inform their response to what
they are learning, as well as time to discern action steps
for working toward racial equity in their community.

REGISTER
NOW
Registration fee: $7
Participant materials:
$25-$40
Contact: Kayla
Jackson,Social Justice
Ministries Coordinator
(kaylaj@oldstpats.org) for
more information and to
register.

A NONPROFIT MINISTRY
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“

!

Please note that Faith
& Racial Equity is not
for the faint of heart!
This module is designed
for participants who are
willing to wrestle with
hard questions. Spiritual
grounding and community fosters transformation and social
action!

“We can disagree and still love each
other unless your disagreement is
rooted in my oppression and denial
of my humanity and right to exist.”
- James Baldwin

IN PARTNERSHIP
WITH:

”

“We want our stories to be a part of the discussion because LGBT
people have unique gifts to contribute to the life of the Church. We
hope the Church recognizes that God is working through our life stories. We want to inspire change that will strengthen
families, encourage acceptance of LGBT people, foster an inclusive community, and promote an open and accepting
dialogue among Catholics across the world. Most of all, we want everyone to know they are loved and not alone.”
– Owning Our Faith Development Team

g ay + d i s c u s s i o n

In November 2014, several LGBT Catholics from the Church of St.
Paul the Apostle in New York City launched a project concerning the
relationship between the Catholic Church and people of sexual and
gender minorities. The goals of this project are to foster dialogue about
and encourage greater inclusion and acceptance of LGBT people in the
Church.

directory

GAY+ AT OLD ST. PATRICK'S CHURCH INVITES YOU TO A DISCUSSION ON
THE FILM, LGBT CATHOLICS: OWNING OUR FAITH
Monday, June 29 | 7 – 8 pm

LGBT Catholics: Owning Our Faith is a fifteen minute film that seeks to open hearts and remind all of us that God works
through love. Please view the film before our Monday, June 29 discussion.
The film can be viewed at: owningourfaith.com/video-1
Please sign up for the discussion at: bit.ly/june29-discussion
After signing up, the Zoom link for the discussion will be emailed to you no later than 2 pm on Monday, June 29th. We
hope you can join us!

Old St. Pat’s Gay+ (Gay Plus) invites LGBT people of faith, searchers
and seekers, the curious and the questioning, to explore their
spirituality and share their experiences, strengths and hopes within
the church community. We strive to welcome you to a safe and
accepting place for spiritual practice, educational events, social
activities and service to others.

“Building a vibrant experience of Church inclusive of people
in the LGBT Community”

OUTREACH REMEMBERS THE DADS AT UI HEALTH NICU & PEDIATRICS
This past Father's Day Weekend, the dads of the tiniest little ones in the NICU and
Pediatrics received handmade cards, $15 gift cards to a variety of stores, prayer cards
from Old St. Pats, and self-care goodie bags. Our fathers were so happy to have a special
surprise while stuck in the hospital on Father’s Day. Some of our little patients could not
wait to give their dad these presents. Thank you for making our caregivers feel valued
during such a stressful time!
- Dana Thornquist, Child Life Specialist, UI Health
(And a very special shout out to Joyce and my Maureens for making this wonderful
expression of care and concern happen - Beth Marek, Director of Outreach)
visit us at oldstpats.org
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GREEN NOTES FROM OSP GREEN
TEAM: WHY GREEN TEAMS SHOULD
BE ANTI-RACIST

PROTESTORS IN FOLEY SQUARE, NEW YORK CITY | PHOTO BY MARK
PETERSON/REDUX

“Earth is the only planet we get. And, thanks to polluters who profit
from exploiting Black and Brown communities, we’re in the process
of making it uninhabitable.”
- Hop Hopkins, “Racism is Killing the Planet” in Sierra, June 2020
What a time we are living in. First the global pandemic, which
has taken so many lives, and led to mandated social distancing
measures, with forced cancellations of all kinds, from funerals
to sporting events and concerts. No kissing, no hugging, no
handshakes. We can’t see our relatives and friends in hospitals
and nursing homes. Then the economic collapse with its
bankruptcies among businesses large and small, unprecedented
job losses, loss of health insurance and swift fall of the stock
market. How do you find a new job when business are closed or
operating at 25% of capacity? Who is going to pay for your health
care if you are uninsured, get COVID-19 and need hospitalization?
And now the images of police killings and racist attacks in all
forms, including the deaths of George Floyd and Breonna Taylor,
and the threat to Black birder Christian Cooper by a white woman
who was violating New York’s Central Park rules about dogs on
leashes.
Were you surprised to see racial patterns emerge as we tallied the
devastation of COVID-19? Did you expect that African Americans
in the US would be 2.5 times more likely do die from COVID-19
than whites? Did you know that African Americans in Chicago
make up 30% of the population but 60% of the COVID-19 deaths?
A survey of Black and Latinx small businesses in mid-May found
that 51% had sought financial assistance of under $20,000
under the CARES Act but only 1 in 10 received that assistance.
Meanwhile 81 publicly owned businesses in California got $204
million in CARES funding; some declined or returned the funding
after public outcry over large corporations benefitting from
money intended for small businesses.
Hop Hopkins, from the Sierra Club, argues in his article “Racism
is Killing the Planet” that there is a connection between these
racial patterns and our on-going environmental problems. The
connection is that both spring from the same fundamental
attitude, a sense that certain places and certain people are of
no value, are “disposable,” and so can be treated without any
particular attention and concern. These places are sacrifice zones
in our country. And the people who live there are also sacrificed.
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Think Cancer Alley, also
called Death Alley, in
Louisiana, hit hard by
pollution from local oil
refineries and chemical
companies and named
for the high cancer
rates in its mostly black
population, and now
suffering from COVID-19
as well. Think the Navajo nation with its uranium mines and coal
plants, which have polluted the air and ground water in the
area for decades; now the nation’s infection rate from COVID-19
exceeds that of any single US state. Closer to home, think the far
South Side of Chicago, for years a dumping ground for pet coke (a
byproduct of oil refineries), experiencing high rates of pollution,
related conditions like asthma, and now with high numbers of
COVID-19 cases.
We need to give up thinking of parts of our country as sacrifice
zones, inhabited by disposable people. No human life is
disposable; all are valuable and deserve our love. That kind of
thinking lets us ignore the ways we are trashing this planet, our
common home. If we saw each part the world as sacred, then
we wouldn’t be willing to create a Cancer Alley. We wouldn’t be
willing to build pipelines across rivers that are the water supply
for thousands of people downstream. We would use our superb
science and technology to figure out ways to live lightly on this
earth, and to create prosperity that does not depend on damage
to some. We would distribute the benefits and the burdens of
shared wealth equally among all people. And we would be closer
to the green world that our hearts desire. So, for all these reasons,
Green Teams should be anti-racist.
Join Encore on Thursday, July 9 at 7 pm for Reflections from Rev.
Brian Sauder
OSP’s Encore Group is staying connected during the pandemic
with Zoom meetings on topics of interest to those aged 50 and
older. On Thursday, July 9 at 7 pm, Encore is hosting a session
with Rev. Brian Sauder from Faith in Place. Faith in Place is a
statewide not for profit group that believes “when people of faith
lead the environmental movement, it is a movement focused on
justice and care for our common environment.” Rev. Brian Sauder
is an ordained minister of the Mennonite Church with degrees in
environmental science, religion, and business administration. This
should be an inspiring and relevant conversation as we celebrate
the 5-year anniversary of the publication of Laudato Si. To sign
up, go to the following link on MyOSP: osp.ccbchurch.com/
goto/forms/327/responses/new
Everyone who signs up will receive the Zoom link no later than 2
pm on July 9.
OSP Green Team Welcomes You!
Are you inspired by the message of Laudato Si?
Want to be a faithful steward of our common
home and encourage others to practice
sustainability? OSP Green Team shares your
passion. To learn more, contact Kayla Jackson at
(312) 798-2399 or kaylaj@oldstpats.org

OSP

Green
Team

“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does
not take up his cross and follow after me is not worthy of me.” - Mt 10:37-38

Readings: 2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a/Ps 89:2-3, 16-17, 18-19
[2a]/Rom 6:3-4, 8-11/Mt 10:37-42

Mass Remembrances:
10:00 am
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			

Mass Remembrances: Elizabeth Carlos (†),
Maria Rodriguez (†), Dr. Howard Barbarosh (†)
Book of Patrick: Maureen White, Tom & Marilyn
Prost, Maureen Nelson Kanara, Robert Francis
McGarry

Robert & Catherine Brehm		
Friday, July 3, 2020
Mrs. Elvira S. Awad (†)		
Ms. Elaine Nissen (†)		 Readings: Eph 2:19-22/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/
Maria Whelan (†)			
Jn 20:24-29
Mrs. Dorothy Poloncak (†)		
Vincent DeFranco (†)		 Book of Patrick: Willard Jerome Blix, Michael
Joselito Escudero (†)		 Dane Bowyer, Thomas P. Flanagan, Jean
Szymanski, Attracta O'Shaughnessy Parr,
Alfredo Peng (†)			
Brother Aloysius Fitzgerald F.S.C., Joseph Fox,
James J McDonough (†)		
Elizabeth Carlos (†)		Gloria and J. Robert Walsh, Mary Sirucasano
Stenta, Robert Carnahan, Dr. Gerald P. Scanlon,
Donna Bajek			
Grant Larocque (†)		Jerome Burns, Margaret O’Connell, H. Leo Evers
Kevin D'Agostino (†)		
Saturday, July 4, 2020
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Schnur

Book of Patrick: The Honorable Jean
Prendergast Rooney, John & Mary Hennessy,
Arthur R. Long, Fred Mandoline, Peter & Anne
Connolly, Claudie VonFerstel, Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Scriba, Roy O’Keefe, Charrie Kathryn Baley ,
Doris W. Engler , Michael DiMartino, George &
Alice Sterling, Francis and Judith Hagan

Monday, June 29, 2020
Readings: Acts 12:1-11/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9
[5b]/2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18/Mt 16:13-19
Book of Patrick: James Miller, Msgr. Dan
Cantwell, Laura & Jim Collins, Vincent
Nelson, William Peter McCullough, Robert
C. Beauchamp, Clay Robert Lindner, Adeline
Maddaloni, Edward Patrick Juras, Raymond J.
Raskey, Jill Regan Cronin, Denis Foley, Matthew
Dewar Anderson, Lorraine Grace Harms

Tuesday, June 30, 2020
Readings: Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12/Ps 5:4b-6a, 6b-7, 8
[9a]/Mt 8:23-27
Book of Patrick: Terrance A. Rieck, Joyce Kaut
, Frank Payne, Ray LeFevour, Bob & Anne
Kolatorowicz, Mary O'Brien Kelly, Sheila Anderson,
Jim & Judy McLaughlin, Marguerite McSheehy
O’Brien, Sr. Marie Bernadette Carroll, O.P., Tom and
Peggy McFarland, Ann M. O’Brien, Elizabeth Marek

Women and Men of Faith

Readings: Am 9:11-15/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12,
13-14 [cf. 9b]/Mt 9:14-17
Book of Patrick: Elizabeth Ann Frasca, Edward
Holly, John Riley, Jim Bowler, Dorothy Janos
Wines, Anna Mae Schuch, Elizabeth S. Clancy

Sunday, July 5, 2020
Readings: Zec 9:9-10/Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 1314 [cf. 1]/Rom 8:9, 11-13/Mt 11:25-30

Prayer Requests
For Those Who Are Sick

Wayne Van Patten, Kelly Sullivan,m Edward
O’Donnell, Virginia Kenna, Erick Urbaniak,
Alex Smith, Denise Landis, Don Blasy, William
Quinn, Molly McCarthy, Nick Minardi, Erik
Fossum, Anne Johnson

For Those Who Have Recently Died

Patricia Beekler D’Agostino, Mary Zmolek,
Mekhi James, Matt King, Marilyn Brankin

Saint Irenaeus
Saint of the Day for June 28
The Church is fortunate that Irenaeus was
involved in many of its controversies in
the second century. He was a student, well
trained no doubt, with great patience in
investigating, tremendously protective of
apostolic teaching, but prompted more by
a desire to win over his opponents than to
prove them in error.

h ea r t s & p r aye r s

Sunday, June 28, 2020

As bishop of Lyons he was especially concerned with the Gnostics, who took their
name from the Greek word for “knowledge.”
Claiming access to secret knowledge imparted by Jesus to only a few disciples, their
teaching was attracting and confusing many
Christians. After thoroughly investigating
the various Gnostic sects and their “secret,”
Irenaeus showed to what logical conclusions
their tenets led. These he contrasted with
the teaching of the apostles and the text
of Holy Scripture, giving us, in five books,
a system of theology of great importance
to subsequent times. Moreover, his work,
widely used and translated into Latin and
Armenian, gradually ended the influence of
the Gnostics.
The circumstances and details about his
death, like those of his birth and early life in
Asia Minor, are not at all clear.

Please contact Bernadette Moore Gibson at
312-798-2389 for Pastoral Care Services.

Wednesday, July 1, 2020
Readings: Am 5:14-15, 21-24/Ps 50:7, 8-9, 10-11,
12-13, 16bc-17 [23b]/Mt 8:28-34
Book of Patrick: Rudolph & Janet Budach,
Eleanor & Michael Buckley, Joan M. Morgan,
Joe Radakovitz, Denise Lyons, Les Larsen,
John & Rosemary Allan, Judy Glassberg, Paul
Elmer , Robert Seay, Sue Koelzer-Salter, Lester
C. Jedynak, John and Alfreda Peters, Brian
Usdrowski

Thursday, July 2, 2020
Readings: Am 7:10-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10cd]/
Mt 9:1-8
(†) = Deceased

Parish Counselor: If you or someone you
know is in need of counseling services,
please contact Old St. Patrick’s Parish
Counselor, Sarah Thompson at saraht@
oldstpats.org or 773-234-9630.
visit us at oldstpats.org
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d i re c t o r y
Accounting
Janette Nunez
312-798-2305
janetten@oldstpats.org
Adult Education Ministries
Bob Kolatorowicz
312-831-9379
bobk@oldstpats.org
Annulment Support Ministry
pastoralcare@oldstpats.org
Baptisms
Tammy Roeder
baptisms@oldstpats.org
Clergy - Pastor
Fr. Thomas J. Hurley
312-831-9363
tomh@oldstpats.org
Skye Darke
Admin. Assistant to Pastor
312-831-9377
skyed@oldstpats.org
Visiting Clergy

Fr. John Cusick			
Fr. Edward Foley, OFM Cap.
Fr. Pat McGrath, SJ
Fr. Paul Novak, OSM
Fr. William O’Shea
Fr. Ed Shea, OFM
Msgr. Kenneth Velo			
Fr. John J. Wall

Communications
Leanne Kelly
312-831-9364
leannek@oldstpats.org
Community Outreach
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Adult Literacy Program
Marilyn Antonik
773-286-3390
marantonik@att.net
Blood Drive
Mark Buciak
773-307-0033
mark.buciak@rcn.com
Cara Chicago
312-798-3300
Chicago Food Depository
Mary Beth Riley
630-655-9447
mbriley07@yahoo.com
Jim Holbrook			
773-237-2625			
jamesjholbrookjr@yahoo.com
The Children’s Place
Katie Byrne
312-863-1120
kmbyrne@aol.com
House of Mary and Joseph
Kate Boege
312-337-7953
kateboege@yahoo.com
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Interfaith House
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Little Brothers - Friends of the Elderly
Joe Harzich
312-835-4932
jharzich@aol.com
Special Olympics
Greg Benacka
708-271-4460
benacka.gregory@district205.net
St. Agatha’s Sharing Parish
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Su Casa
Jim Karczewski
630-279-0144
jkarcze877@aol.com
Trinity Volunteer Corps
Annice Coughlan
773-981-2225
info@trinityvolunteers.org
U of I Hospital Pediatrics
Sue Sierkierski
312-546-4312
sasiek18@hotmail.com
Counseling Services
Sarah Thompson
773-234-9630 			
saraht@oldstpats.org
Crossroads Runners
crossroadsrunners@oldstpats.org
Development (Giving)
Molly Galo & Kim Pulvermacher
mollyg@oldstpats.org		
kimberlyp@oldstpats.org
Kim: 312-798-2366 Molly: 312.798.2355
Director of Operations
Tom Borah
tomb@oldstpats.org
3127982381
Divorce Ministry
Bernadette Gibson
bernadetteg@oldstpats.org
Encore: 50+ Active Adults
Mary Kay Slowikowski
marykayslowikowski@gmail.com
Family Ministry
Bea Cunningham
312-831-9351
beac@oldstpats.org
Katie Brandt
312-831-9352
family.ministry@oldstpats.org
Funerals
Bernadette Gibson
bernadetteg@oldstpats.org		
312-493-8737 Pastoral Cell
FXW (Frances Xavier Warde School)
Head of School
Michael Kennedy
120 S. Desplaines
312-466-0700
		

Gay + (Gay Plus)
Chairperson: Michael Politano
gayplus@oldstpats.org
Staff Contact: Bob Kolatorowicz
bobk@oldstpats.org
Listening Parent Resource
Maureen Schuneman
meschuneman@aol.com
312-933-6368
Green Team
Kayla Jackson
kaylaj@oldstpats.org
Grief Support Facilitators
Judi Black, Bill Brennan
312-798-2358
Hospitality
Linda Vasquez
312-798-2370
lindav@oldstpats.org
Jewish Catholic Ministry
Jewish Catholic Dialogue
Gina Lakin
info@oldstpats.org
Eileen O’Farrell Smith
eileen@theinterfaithunion.org
Family School
David Kovacs
kovacswriter@gmail.com
Interfaith Union
Eileen O’Farrell Smith
eileen@theinterfaithunion.org
Liturgy
Tom Micinski
tmicinski@oldstpats.org
Marriage Preparation
Jack Berkemeyer
Pre-Cana Experience
312-798-2386
jackberkemeyer@gmail.com
Membership/New Members		
Polly Mulhearn
pollym@oldstpats.org
Men's Group
mensgroup@oldstpats.org
Music
Mark Scozzafave
Director of Music Ministries
marks@oldstpats.org
312-798-2382
Dominic Trumfio
Associate Director of Worship Music
dominict@oldstpats.org
Laura Higgins
Worship Music/Pastoral Care
laurah@oldstpats.org
312-798-2384
Michael Neary		
Children's Choir
michaeln@oldstpats.org
Bill Fraher
Director of Concert Music
billf@oldstpats.org
312-831-9353
North Lawndale Kinship Initiative
		
Vincent L. Guider
		
312-798-2374
		
vincentg@oldstpats.org

d i re c t o r y
Pastoral Care Ministry
		
Bernadette Gibson
		
312-798-2389 prayer line
		
bernadetteg@oldstpats.org		
		
312-493-8737 pastoral cell
Reception (711 W. Monroe)
Deniese Montgomery 		
		
deniesem@oldstpats.org
		
312-648-1021
Rite of Christian 				
Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
		
Keara Ette
		
312-798-2328
		
kearac@oldstpats.org
Resident Theologian Presenter
		
Dr. Terry Nelson-Johnson
		
312-831-9373
		
terryn@oldstpats.org
Retreat Program: Beloved
		
Polly Mulhearn
		
312-798-2316
		
pollym@oldstpats.org
Social Justice
		
Kayla Jackson

Youth Ministry: Foundations
		
Courtney Malawy
		
312-798-2329		
		
courtneym@oldstpats.org
Mackenzie Doyle
Youth Ministry Associate
312.798.2391
foundations@oldstpats.org

Special Events (Fundraisers)
		
Sheila Greifhahn
		
312-798-2343
		
sheilag@oldstpats.org
		
Honor Lorenzini
312-798-2348
honorl@oldstpats.org
Spiritual Direction
		 Tammy Roeder
		312-798-2350
		tammy.roeder@oldstpats.org
Tours of Old St. Pat’s
		 Jim McLaughlin
		630-852-7269
		jmclaughlin1017@gmail.com

Harmony, Hope & Healing
Marge Nykaza
312-466-0267
marge@harmony		
hopeandhealing.org

312-798-2399
kaylaj@oldstpats.org

Wedding Ministry 			
		
JoAnn O' Brien
		
weddings@oldstpats.org		
		
joanno@oldstpats.org		
		
312-831-9383
Wedding Volunteers
Donna Kamuda
dgkamosp1@gmail.com
Mary Jo Graf
312-360-1622
maryjog1221@sbcglobal.net
Women’s Spirituality
Mary Anne Moriarty			
gmoriarty1937@comcast.net
Women's Spirituality North 		
Beth Perry 			
beth.perry@sbcglobal.net
OSP Next (Young Adult Ministry)
		 Meg Boyle			
		
megb@oldstpats.org
		ospnext@oldstpats.org

STAY CONNECTED WITH THE
OLD ST. PAT'S COMMUNITY
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

The Mary and Bill Aronin 		
Center for Social Concerns
703 W. Monroe
Chicago, IL 60661
Career Transitions Center
Deb Wilson
312-906-9908
host@ctcchicago.org
Coprodeli, Peru
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Friends of Fabretto, Nicaragua
Tom Gleason
773-227-6556
tgleason@ameritech.net

Horizons for Youth
Brian Broccolo
312-627-9031
brian@horizons-for-youth.org
LIFT				
Michelle Jimenez			
773-818-5605			
mjimenez@LIFT-foundation.org

Facebook.com/
OldStPatricksChurch

Twitter.com/OldStPats

Board of Advisors
Colleen Healy, Keara Ette, Michael
Kennedy, Tim Keneally, Roseanne
Loftus, Kevin Hanley, Mike Hobbs, Ken
Hiltz, Tom Hurley, John Weinheimer,
Jennifer Wyatt

Old St. Pat’s Mailing Address
Fr. Jack Wall Mission Center		
711 W. Monroe, Floor 3		
Chicago, IL 60661

Instagram:
@OldStPatsChicago

General Email - info@oldstpats.org
Phone Number - 312-648-1021
Fax Number - 312-648-9025

visit us at oldstpats.org
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