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THE JOY OF GOD'S WASTEFULNESS
A Sermon by Nadia Bolz- Weber

j oy o f g o d ' s wa s t e f u l n e s s

This Sermon was originally published on "The Corners," a Substack
newsletter by Nadia Bolz- Weber on July 12.
Link: nadiabolzweber.substack.com/p/gods-wastefulness
For those of you who read my first memoir, Pastrix; The Cranky, Beautiful Faith of a Sinner
& Saint, you might remember the story of Asher, who transitioned while at HFASS.
Well, Asher became the first openly Transgender person to be ordained in the ELCA.
He serves Highlands Lutheran Church here in Denver, yesterday was his birthday and
today I am covering his pulpit…from my living room. This sermon was written for them.
Isaiah 55:10-13
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the
earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to
the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be
that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me
empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you shall burst
into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their
hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the
myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not
be cut off.

Matthew 13:2-9
And he told them many things in parables, saying: "Listen! A sower went out to sow.
And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up.
Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang
up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched;
and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the
thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain,
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!"
The Joy of God’s Wastefulness
Like many others, my life has contracted down to something very different than it was
6 months ago.
I used to travel all the time and laugh like crazy with my colleagues at different festivals
and conferences. As a matter of fact, I was supposed to be teaching this morning at
Holden Village (holdenvillage.org). In The Before Time, I would find so much joy in
meeting friends for dinner and singing my heart out at worship, and wearing things
other than yoga pants. I used to preach in front of people and not in front of my laptop.
I used to hug people.
Now I basically just walk my dog, talk on the phone, watch TV, sit around in my
apartment and on really exciting days, like on banner days, I buy groceries.
And in all of this contraction, I fear that I have felt less joy.
Less joy and more judgement.
I judge myself for my daily consumption of ice cream and for the fact that I have not
learned to make sourdough like everyone else on Instagram seems to have. I judge
others for not being engaged enough in the movement for Black Lives. From my little
apartment I seem to basically hold court every day.
But this week I became aware that feeling smug is not the same as feeling joy. And
I was again reminded of Bonhoeffer’s thing about how there were two trees in The
Garden: the tree of life, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. And how the
original human sin was choosing knowledge of good and evil over knowledge of God –
we could choose to know God and have life or we could choose to try and be like God
by constantly judging good and evil. So often we choose poorly.
This can be pretty easily seen in how we read our Gospel text for today: The Parable of
the Sower. Because honestly I think we naturally tend to read this parable NOT as the
parable of the sower at all, but as the parable of the judgment of the soil.
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The Word is whatever brings freedom to slaves. Whatever brings freedom to former
slaves. Whatever brings freedom to the descendants of former slaves. The Word is
whatever liberates a nation from the spiritual bondage of human bondage.
And God’s Word is scattered all around us… joyfully scrawled on protest signs and
heard in newborns’ cries, and seen in city streets and county fairs and shopping malls.
The Word of the Lord is written on the broken tablets of our hearts, it is falling like rain
in the tears of the forgiven, it is harnessed in the laughter of our children.
And as Isaiah says, God’s Word of liberation and forgiveness does what it is intended to
do without even the slightest amount of soil management on our part because again,
this is the parable not of the judgement of the soil but The Parable of the Sower.
So perhaps to focus on the lush and ludicrous image of how God extravagantly sows
the Word of the Kingdom, is to read the parable in joy instead of judgement.
And isn’t life just too short, too sacred and too important to skimp on joy? Isn’t the
world too precarious right now to forgo joy?
Yet joy can so often be the thing I give up when being right seems more important.
When the grief of what I have lost feels bigger than the hope of what might come.
Not for nothing, but the Hebrew word from Isaiah text that they chose to interpret
as purpose can also be translated “delight”: so shall my word be that goes out from my
mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that in which I DELIGHT.
Personally I think the word delight might be more accurate given the playful, whimsical
imagery that follows, For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains
and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their
hands.
What a fantastical, joy-filled, playful image – like it’s Biblical Cirque de Soile… the
delight of God seen in singing hills and clapping trees. That image always makes me
picture the Ents from Lord of the Rings. Those giant living, talking trees. I end up
picturing these clapping trees from Isaiah holding little Hobbits in their branch arms in
what ends up bring a willful conflation of like, Middle Earth and Major Prophet.
Yet we live in such a serious time. A fearful time. A time when we might wonder what
place there is for joy. It makes me wonder if there were those in the time of Isaiah who
judged this clapping trees and singing hills business as lacking in decorum. Especially
since it was written by the prophet Isaiah to the people in Babylonian exile - a people
who’s lives had contracted - who had lost everything they had ever known. So I
wonder if these whimsical verses seemed like the equivalent of sending a circus clown
into a refugee camp.
But it’s not that Isaiah lacked analysis or didn’t respect the gravity of the situation.
It’s not that Isaiah couldn’t see right and wrong… he was a prophet after all. But
sometimes the job of a prophet is not to judge right and wrong but to point God’s
people to joy. To remind us that our God delights in us. To remind us of our true home.
Which makes me wonder: What would it be like to rather than judging the supposed
imperfection of your body, to experience the joy of being a beautiful perfect creation,
made in the image of God? What would it be like, rather than judging the unhealthy
grocery cart contents of the lady behind me in line at Safeway who also isn’t wearing
a mask, to instead experience the joy of seeing Christ’s own face in her countenance.
What would it be like to, rather than judging the wokeness of every person, institution,
and event to instead experience the joy of God’s kingdom imperfectly and unevenly
breaking in on us all. I don’t know for sure. But I’m game to try and find out. I want to
choose joy. And leave being right to God and God alone.
In closing, I want to say that certain people in my life have changed the way I see the
function and importance of joy. Like my friend Theresa Thames, a gorgeous, curvy,
dark skinned Black woman who speaks of her own joy as “resistance”. Resistance to the
racist patriarchal world in which we live. Theresa and her beloved, Kenny, a powerful,
beautiful Black trans man, were meant to get married in the Fall. But they could not see
the point of postponing joy in the midst of a global pandemic. So they just went ahead
and did it, with 25 socially distanced loved ones in a park. She posted a picture of them
embracing under a blue sky, both clothed in white, orange flowers in her hair and a
look of such bliss on their faces.
Her post on Instagram read:
On Wednesday July 1st, in the midst of a global pandemic
and a revolution for Black lives and equality, we got
married. Standing under a Gingko tree, encircled by our
family and friends, we celebrated joy and Black queer love.

Maybe the point of this parable isn’t judgement at all, maybe it’s joy. Since again
and again in the midst of this thorny and rocky and good world, God still is sowing a
life-giving Word. Just wantonly and indiscriminately scattering it everywhere like God
doesn't understand our rules.

The Word of the Lord; scattered everywhere, doing that in
which God delights will not return empty.

Which would also mean that the thing we call the Word is not something relegated to
religious institutions and ordained clergy and the piety police. The thing we call the
Word isn’t locked up in some spiritual ivory tower. I am persuaded that the Word of the
Lord is anything that brings good news to the poor, and comfort to those who mourn.
Whatever heals the brokenhearted. Whatever opens prisons.

A prayer for today: If comparison is the thief of joy,
then Lord, help me to not compare my life today to my life 6 months ago. Help me find
the joy in THIS life, and in THIS day and to know that it is from you, and it is enough.
Amen.
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Thanks be to God. Amen.

Sunday, July 19, 2020
By Bernadette Gibson

Jesus shares a second parable this week about sowing
seeds, this time about two sowers - one who sows good
seed to grow wheat, and the other who sows weeds among
the wheat. The kingdom of heaven is compared to a man
who sowed good seed in his field, and another man came
and sowed some other kind of seed, and it all grew up
together, and the servants came and asked the man what
to do, etc. The whole story is a picture of what God hopes
for Her kingdom. Literally, the Greek text here means the
kingdom "has become like" this. Jesus says that because
in the first parable he began by sowing the word in the
hearts of individuals. Some of the seed fell on good ground
and brought forth fruit and transformed those individuals
so that they became sons and daughters of the kingdom.
Then in this parable Jesus says he now takes these sons and
daughters of the kingdom and scatters them throughout the
land.
In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus gathered with his disciples and
said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel
to every creature" "baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”, teaching them to
observe all that the Spirit commanded them. Therefore that
"great commission" was the beginning of scattering these
sons and daughters of the kingdom throughout the world.
As you read on in the book of Acts you find that on the Day of
Pentecost the Holy Spirit came and empowered the waiting
disciples, filling them with the fruits of Himself. Then, a little
later on, persecution arose, and the disciples were scattered
everywhere, preaching the word where people felt lost and
separated from God. Wherever you are, as a son or daughter
of the kingdom, you have been put there intentionally.
Together we gather as a church and together we go out to
sow the seed of forgiveness and mercy. There seems to be a
temptation in every age to purify the community by rooting
out the bad seed. We work ourselves into a weeding frenzy,
certain that we know the difference between weeds and
wheat, and that we know how to deal with the weeds! Jesus'
parable makes clear that any attempt to root out the weeds
will only do more damage to the crop. Jesus makes clear
that we simply cannot make decisions about who is "in" or
who is "out." We should leave the weeding to the angels and
get on with the mission Jesus has given us - proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom of God in the world. The parable
today invites us to costly discipleship. It calls for our response
to both offer forgiveness, and ask for forgiveness and a
willingness to trust in the purposes of God.
Last week, someone gave me some feedback that made me
question my participation in our mission of inclusivity and

racial injustice.
In hearing
their question I
recognized it was
born of years of
isolation, pain,
and injustice. This
week the seed
of that question
has grown in me,
and I watered
and fed it with
my prayers, ruminations and reflections. And I realized, I
can sit and feel increasing shame and guilt about my own
neighborhood and prejudice or I can re-read the parable
which seems to suggest: that evil is real but so are the “fruits”
our time working in the field, turning and tending the soil of
our own hearts and minds. As we work toward a society in
which all people are treated with dignity and respect, we will
have to contend with the weeds that choke justice, literally
and figuratively. And in light of my own questions, I know
that telling people who are presently suffering pain to wait
for a future justice only fails to promote God’s kingdom. In
the parable the weeds don’t destroy the wheat. The Gospel
shares that there will come a time when evil will be seen for
what it is. Some days I believe that; some days I wish the pace
of justice moved quicker and that our demands of ourselves
to cultivate good soil and receive word of the kingdom were
more of a priority.

awa k e n i n gs

directory

THE WEEDS THAT CHOKE JUSTICE

In the end, we are called to have hope. Wheat and weeds.
Our preoccupation with the weeds must not prevent us
from recognizing the wondrous conclusion of the parable:
how indeed the harvest happens, an abundance of wheat is
gathered in, enough to feed the entire community. The seed
was good, and it bore, through adversity, a fruitful harvest.
And so the parable ends on a note about how the righteous
will shine forth like the sun in the Kingdom of God. May we
show patience, empathy and compassion and let those,
whose stories are different than ours, not remain invisible.
Let us take heart, have courage, and try to listen and learn
more fully living in the wisdom of the parable and those who
call out for justice. And when we have listened long enough
to truly care about the cries of the aching hearts, then let the
conversations begin and respectful action follow. Amen.
Bernadette Gibson is the Director of Pastoral Care at Old St.
Patrick's Church.
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SUNDAY, JULY 19
10 am Livestream Mass
Please join Fr. John Cusick and the OSP Music Ministry for Mass this Sunday, July 19.
Stick around at the end of mass for a new virtual choir project video, "Be Still"

Prelude music is live at 9:50 am.
WATCH OUR MASSES ANY TIME!
Archived Masses are always available at livestream.com/oldstpats
UPCOMING MASSES
July 2020
As our families, neighborhoods, city, and state continue to take
seriously the COVID-19 crisis, Old St. Pat’s is continuing to explore
how we can best serve our members and the people of our city. In
order to continue to prioritize the safety and health of our people,
we will continue to host a 10 a.m. Livestream Mass with dynamic
worship, music, and preaching, as we know this continues to be a
gift to so many of us during this pandemic.
We will be gathering together as a community again with an 8 am
Mass celebrated safely, joyfully, and with prayerful instrumental
music. Additionally, our 10 am Livestream liturgy is also open. To
assure we can follow the physical distancing and safety
guidelines, we will be able to accommodate 50 people for each
liturgy. Reservations for 8 am and 10 am Masses on July 26 will open
at 10 am on Wednesday, July 22 on our homepage at oldstpats.
org. Reservations for July 19 are full.
And while we long to all be together once again, we lovingly
encourage anyone who is 70 or older, or with medical conditions,
to not attend Mass at this time. Cardinal Cupich is continuing the
suspension of obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days
of Obligation.
For those who desire to reserve spots for 8 a.m. or 10 a.m. Mass:
• Fill out the Mass Registration form mentioned above which goes live at 10 a.m. on Wednesday mornings, and when
reservations fill up, we will begin a “waiting list” (instructions will be given on the form).
• Attendees for the 8 a.m. Mass will be asked to arrive no earlier than 7:40 a.m., and attendees for the 10 a.m. Mass will
be asked to arrive between 9:30 and 9:45 a.m.
• All members of the assembly will be required to wear face coverings for the entirety of the liturgy.
• Please note that all individuals will be seated with at least 6 feet between people who do not live in the same
household.
• Congregational singing is still not recommended, due to the increased risk of spreading the virus, but our Old St. Pat's
Music Ministry will still lead us in music that continues the tradition of leading our vibrant and prayerful liturgical life.
T hank you for your continued patience and understanding as we honor both our longing for the Eucharist and our
responsibility to keep our members, volunteers, and clergy safe and healthy.
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A Procession in Support of Black Lives
From Old St. Patrick’s Church to First Baptist Congregational Church
Saturday, August 1 | 9 am
Beginning at 711 W. Monroe St.

p ro c e s s i o n

BLACK LIVES MATTER
PROCESSION FOR PEACE AND BROTHERHOOD
First Baptist Congregational Church and Old St. Patrick’s Church

During this sacred time when the world as we know it is changing, we want to publicly express our support
for Black lives. The racist structures in housing, employment, policing, and education need to change, and
oftentimes men are the biggest resistors to change. White men especially have been blind to the structures
that benefit them at the expense of others and the violence perpetrated by white men against their black
brothers reflects a brutal American legacy.
In light of all that has taken place in our country since the murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis, we are
moved to respond. Today we are walking with one another, asking our God to open our eyes to our common
brotherhood and forge new relationships that will lead to understanding and positive change.
All men of First Baptist and Old St. Patrick’s are invited to gather, and others who feel called are welcome to
join us, beginning at 711 W. Monroe St., 9 am on Saturday, August 1. Fr. Tom Hurley will offer welcome and
prayer. The final words of George Floyd will be read, and we will stand together in silence for 8 minutes and 46
seconds.
We will remain in silence as we process, two by two, to First Baptist Church, a location that once was the site
of the Underground Railroad that led African Americans out of slavery. As we process together, we will open
ourselves to the Spirit of God speaking to us in and through the sacred silence. We process together in silent
prayer, bearing witness to the prophetic words of George Floyd, “I can’t breathe.” Systemic racism is killing our
people.
When we reach First Baptist, we will hear from some voices in our community who will further help us to see
the impact of systemic racism on Black lives. Pastor George Daniels will offer some comments and prayer.
In an informal closing, brothers from each church will exchange contact information and commit to sharing a
meal together within the next six weeks. Our time spent breaking bread together will become the foundation
for what comes next. In September, we will gather again to share the stories of our meals and invite God to
lead us further down the road on our walk together.

Please visit bit.ly/procession-august1 to register.

visit us at oldstpats.org
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For those 50 and better!
Sunday, July 19 | Update written by Jan Hickey
So, what have you been doing to keep busy while “sheltering in place”? Binge watching Tiger King? Baking
loaves of bread that will be in your freezer until Valentine’s Day? Cleaning two shelves of THAT closet and
then stopping? Well, Encore found a way to avoid the commonplace, continue meeting, AND follow CDC
guidelines: we’ve been hosting Encore Zoom Events since May, allowing members to both gather as a
community and to engage in meaningful experiences centered on a variety of themes. We began with
another successful Ideas Fest on May 14 featuring a fine selection of presentations. On June 13, Kayla Jackson,
Old St. Pat's Social Justice Ministries Coordinator, DuShaun N. Branch Community Organizer, and Volunteer
Coordinator for the North Lawndale Community Coordinating Council (NLCCC), updated us on the effects
of COVID-19 on our neighbors in North Lawndale. Fr. Ed Shea offered “Preaching in the midst of Diversity”
and Rev. Brian Sauder, Executive Director and President of Faith in Place, along with the OSP Green team,
collaborated on “Everything Connected: COVID-19, Racism and Climate.”
We’ve also had several “fun” Zoom Events featuring a lighter theme. In May, OSP Music Director Mark
Scozzafave and his wife Aimee shared an evening of song and presentation. In June, Fr. Tom Hurley and his
friend Mr. Jack Tumpane led a conversation about refereeing at both the amateur and professional level. The
Women’s Spirituality Group treated us to “Les Nuits D’Ete”, a beautiful musical celebration of summer nights,
and we recently enjoyed a virtual “book club,” hosted by Judy McLaughlin, sharing thoughts on what we’ve
been reading during the pandemic.
But the summer isn’t over yet! We have events planned for July 30, August 6, 13, 20, and 27. A few of the
featured presenters will be John Bloomberg, a national speaker and author, speaking on “Integrity”; Jackie
Hayes on the Dinner Program at Catholic Charities; Beth Marek on the OSP Outreach Activities; and Terry
Nelson-Johnson. And an evening of Irish Music is scheduled for August 20.
Encore Zoom Events usually begin at 7:00 pm and it’s very easy to sign up. Everyone included on the Encore
email list will receive an email invitation to each Zoom Event. All you have to do is click on the link in that
email and register for the event. On the day of the Event, you will receive another email with the Zoom link for
the meeting. Click on the Zoom link at the time the Event begins, and you are all set! There is no need to sign
up for Zoom on your own.
For more information about how to register for the upcoming Encore Zoom Events, please look for the email
invitations in your mailbox.

If you are not yet receiving emails from Encore, please sign up at the following link
bit.ly/ospencore-email.
Join us for an Encore Zoom Event and share an evening with fellow OSP members. Then you can go back to
baking bread!

6

visit us at oldstpats.org

GIVING TO OSP

g iv i n g

With your help, we will continue to come together to support each other and our sisters
and brothers in need. Thousands of us worship together on Sunday mornings via the gift
of livestream. We are nourished by the Word of God and enhanced by the beautiful gifts
of our Music Ministry. Throughout the week, the Old St. Pat’s staff offer prayerful podcasts,
spiritual direction, Beloved circles, rosary groups, musical vespers, young adult gatherings,
family liturgies, online education, and more – all virtually, of course.

directory

In the face of this unprecedented crisis, your kindness and generosity sustain us!

Our pastoral care staff and ministry of care team have come together to develop volunteer networks for
helping families encounter their grief after the death of a loved one, open themselves up to questions about
isolation, face the illness of a family member, continue prayer chain calls and mail handwritten messages
and care packages to the most vulnerable among us. The Pastoral team has accompanied families grieving
the death of a loved one with virtual prayer services. Ministry staff are compiling a list of resources for our
members seeking debt relief. Our Weddings and Baptisms team members continue to accompany the
numerous couples as they postpone these significant events.
None of this would be possible without the support of Sunday Giving. On average, 20% of our Sunday
collection is contributed through the Sunday basket. While we can’t pass the Sunday basket right now, we
hope you will support our Sunday collection by making an online gift via the Livestream donate button, by
texting OLDSTPATS to 77977, by using the "Give to OSP" button on our homepage at oldstpats.org, or by
mailing a check to Old St. Pats’, 711 W. Monroe St., Chicago, IL 60661.
Thank you!

New Text to Give Number!
Please text
"OLDSTPATS" to
77977
To better serve you, we're currently upgrading our online
giving platform to make giving easier and more secure.

Careasy.org/old-st-patricks-church

As you shop for essentials online, be sure to log into smile.amazon.com and select Old St. Pat's as your beneficiary.

GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY AND OUTREACH
Help Stamp Out Hunger in Chicago www.chicagosfoodbank.org
We have been partnering with the Greater
Chicago Food Depository here at OSP for
over 25 years.
By volunteering at GCFD, our Outreach
Partners (Su Casa, The Boulevard, and House
of Mary and Joseph Shelter) receive food
credits for their programs.
These food credits help feed the residents while providing nutritional food
items too.

Upcoming Outreach Dates:
Sat., August 8 8:30 - 11:15 am
Tues., August 11 9 am-noon
All over age 16 are welcome
Contacts:
Mary Beth Riley
mbriley07@yahoo.com,
630.460.7889
&
Jim Holbrook
jamesjholbrookjr
@yahoo.com
773.237.2625

visit us at oldstpats.org
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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO THE FOUR GOSPELS
led by Fr. Bill O’Shea
Mondays at 7- 8 pm
July 20 & 27, August 3 & 10 via Zoom
Have you ever found yourself watching a re-run to "Murder She
Wrote" and realized, "I know who the murderer is!"? Then you
follow all the correct clues and are not misled by 'red herrings'.
Well, in this four-week brief introduction to the Gospels, we are
going start from the back, from the conclusions of each Gospel
(one surprisingly seems to have two conclusions, another, in the
view of many scholars, has none). The conclusion of the Gospel,
like the conclusion of an episode of "Murder She Wrote" is about
identity. Each Gospel is seeking to answer the question Jesus
himself asked: "Who do you say that I am?" But it also reveals
another identity: "Who are you that is reading this writing?" We
will proceed in reverse chronological order, beginning with John
and ending with Mark. Please join us.
Please sign up at bit.ly/intro-fourgospels
The Zoom link will be emailed to you on Monday, July 20 at 2 pm.
Fr. William O'Shea was on the staff of the Chicago Summer Biblical Institutes from 1960
to 1973. He taught an introductory course in Sacred Scripture in the late 60's at Rosary
College (now Dominican University) and also taught for more than ten years in the
Archdiocese of Chicago's formation program for the Permanent Diaconate.

CURRENTS: Awakening to the Flow of Spirit in our Lives
An Old St. Pat's Podcast Series

Thank you to all those who tune in to Currents, our weekly Old
St. Pat’s podcast series, as we explore the deeper movements
of Spirit in our lives.
Each episode features members and friends of the Old St. Pat’s
community giving voice to their lived experience of faith and
spirituality. Whether sharing an insight, pondering a question,
or offering a prayerful reflection, Currents speaks to our Spiritled search for meaning and purpose.
Stay tuned for a new episode is coming soon! Visit our
Podcast landing page to catch up on recent episodes:
oldstpats.org/osppodcast
The OSP Podcast is hosted by Kate Anderson with music by Mark
Scozzafave.
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“He replied, ‘No, if you pull up the weeds you might uproot the wheat along with them. Let them grow together until harvest; then at harvest time I will say to the
harvesters, “First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles for burning; but gather the wheat into my barn.” ’ ” - Mt 13:29-30
Margaret "Peg" Young (†)

Readings: Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16 [5a]/
Rom 8:26-27/Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30

Book of Patrick: Florence and Frank Siuda,
Dec'd Members of Boland/Burns/Fogarty/
Dempsey Families, Bridget Hartigen Routh,
Ellen Hanrahan, Bernard K. Hanley, Anthony De
Felice, Jane McGowan, Genevieve Mary Hogan,
Sr. Mary Paul Schultz, C.R., Elizabeth Jones, Fr.
Lawrence Malcolm

Mass Remembrances:
10:00 am
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			

John & Alice Sutko (†)		
PFC Julie Shanahan & Infant 		
Angelica Shanahan (†)		
Robert E. Hosty, Sr. & Robert 		
Thursday, July 23, 2020
E. Hosty, Jr. (†)			
Patricia McMahon Fitzgerald (†)
Readings: Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13/Ps 36:6-7ab, 8-9,
Eugene E. Ryan, Sr. (†)		
10-11 [10a]/Mt 13:10-17
Deniese Engelmann (†)		
Norine Given (†)			
Mass Remembrances: Antoinette Mulcahy,
Robert Given (†)			
Keavy Ruth Nenninger (†)
Raymond Fesmier (†)		
Book of Patrick: Bridget Hennebry, Colleen E.
Jim O'Hara (†)			
Kelly, Mr. & Mrs. James R. McDonald, James
Kathy Fay (†)			
Emila Pontarelli (†)		Eugene Moriarty, Connor & Isabelle Kause, John
James A. Cullerton (†)		 Edward Nugent, Teryl Cooney Andrews, Jack
Fragomeni, Fidel Marquez, Patricia Baker, Isla
Kit McMahon Fulgenzi & 		
Giovanni Fulgenzi (†)		 Mae Hallman, The Kurt J. Miller Family
Maureen Murphy Callahan (†)
Friday, July 24, 2020
Dr. James Day (†)			
Kevin O'Boyle (†)
Readings: Jer 3:14-17/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13

Book of Patrick: Martha A. Dunn, Thomas P.
Brady, James J. Cassidy, Sr., Lillian Cassidy,
Kevin Josephs, Frank J. McMahon, Sr. Family,
Stephanie Wrobel, Rev. Roland E. Murphy, O.
Carm, Russella Maloney, Edward and Virginia
Brady, Harold and Albana Sacrider, Frances
K. Leist, Bishop Foys and the CCFM Board of
Directors, Mary Lou Fink, Katie Atkins, Sally
Gannon McElroy, C. Daniel Blythe, Henryka
Krasowska, Margaret Therese Cullen, Patricia
“Peggy” Kolb

Monday, July 20, 2020
Readings: Mi 6:1-4, 6-8/Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17,
21 and 23 [23b]/Mt 12:38-42
Book of Patrick: Don Donohue, Margaret
L. Gavin, John Husar, Sheila Mary Sullivan
Holbrook, Teri & Tony McElligott, Jack Lydon,
Scott Kurtis, Lois Walters, Patricia & Thomas
Sullivan, Sheila Mary McDermott

Tuesday, July 21, 2020
Readings: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 85:2-4, 5-6, 7-8
[8a]/Mt 12:46-50
Mass Remembrances: Aurelia Villas, George
Tamvakis (†)
Book of Patrick: Noreen Barrett, James & Ella
Cavanagh, Eileen Durkin/John Goebelbecker
Family, Maggie Daley, Mangan & Horrigan
Families, John W. Martin, Rose Nadile, Rita Rooney,
John D. Rosenkranz, Frank C. Piech, Charles Wesley
Stephenson, Greta Grace Zweidinger, Ann N
Leonard, Don McCarthy

Wednesday, July 22, 2020
Readings: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Ps 63:2,
3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [2]/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18
Mass Remembrances: Mary E. Shannon,
(†) = Deceased

[cf. 10d]/Mt 13:18-23

Mass Remembrances: Lois Thompson (†)
Book of Patrick: Kenyon Lee, Carolyn & Nick
Etten, William Johnson, The Hamilton Family ,
David A. Lynch, Thomas Edward Sales, Robert
Binder

Saturday, July 25, 2020
Readings: 2 Cor 4:7-15/Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3,
4-5, 6 [5]/Mt 20:20-28
Book of Patrick: Catherine Cowhey, Anne
Fernbach Cowhey Family, William P. Cowhey,
James C. Derks, James B. Durkin, James
Houlihan, John F. Vincent, James Mack , James
McCartney, George Rask, Kathryn Rask, Thomas
Manning, John & Sarah Casey, Peter Manning,
Jerry and Cathy Schumacher, Joseph Kopnisky,
Carole G. Zander, James F. Murphy, Jr., Frank
Goode, Sheffy Abraham, Dan and Nellie
O'Donnell, Mike and Billie LeHane, Saundra
Olson, Paul Kennedy, Charles Dvorak

Sunday, July 26, 2020
Readings: 1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77,
127-128, 129-130 [97a]/Rom 8:28-30/Mt 13:4452 or 13:44-46

Prayer Requests
For Those Who Are Sick

Bill Sullivan, Pat Folland, Patricia Carlson,
Antoinette Mulcahy, Anne Whealan, Harry
Sheehy, Larry Gallina

For Those Who Have Recently Died

Tom Lechner, Mark Pasiennik Sr., Jean Jones,
Becky Reavis, Rachel Schopp, John Brokenshire, Marina Mellomida, Jeanne Velo, James
Ahern, Mrs. Willie Henderson

Women and Men of Faith

Saint Mary MacKillop
Saint of the Day for July 19
If Saint Mary MacKillop were alive today, she would be a
household name. It’s not that she sought the limelight. On
the contrary, she simply wanted to serve the poor wherever
she found them in her native Australia. But along the way,
she managed to arouse the ire of some rather powerful
churchmen. One even excommunicated her for a time.

h ea r t s & p r aye r s

Sunday, July 19, 2020

Born in Melbourne in 1842, to parents who had emigrated
from Scotland, Mary grew up in a family that faced constant
financial struggles. As a young woman she was drawn to
religious life but could not find an existing order of Sisters
that met her needs. In 1860, she met Father Julian Woods,
who became her spiritual director. Together they founded
a new community of women—the Sisters of St. Joseph of
the Sacred Heart, also known as the Josephite Sisters. Its
members were to staff schools especially for poor children,
as well as orphanages, and do other works of charity.
As the congregation grew, so did Mary MacKillop’s problems.
Her priest-friend proved unreliable in many ways and his
responsibilities for direction of the Sisters were removed.
Meanwhile, Mary had the support of some local bishops
as she and her Sisters went about their work. But the
bishop in South Australia, aging and relying on others for
advice, briefly excommunicated Mary—charging her with
disobedience—and dispensed 50 of her Sisters from their
vows. In truth, the bishop’s quarrel was about power and
who had authority over whom. He ultimately rescinded his
order of excommunication.
Mary insisted that her congregation should be governed
by an elected mother general answerable to Rome, not to
the local bishop. There also were disputes about whether or
not the congregation could own property. In the end, Rome
proved to be Mary’s best source of support. After a long wait
official approval of the congregation—and how it was to be
governed—came from Pope Leo XIII.
Despite her struggles with Church authorities, Mary
MacKillop and her Sisters were able to offer social services
that few, if any, government agencies in Australia could. They
served Protestants and Catholics alike. They worked among
the aborigines. They taught in schools and orphanages and
served unmarried mothers.
Money, actually the lack of it, was a constant worry. But
the Sisters who begged from door to door, were bolstered
by faith and by the conviction that their struggles were
opportunities to grow closer to God.
By the time Mary was approaching the end of her life, the
congregation was thriving. She died in 1909 at the age of 67.
Pope John Paul II beatified her in 1995. In 2010, when Pope
Benedict XVI canonized her, she became Australia’s first saint.
Her Liturgical Feast Day is August 8.

Please contact Bernadette Moore Gibson at
312-798-2389 for Pastoral Care Services.

Parish Counselor: If you or someone you
know is in need of counseling services,
please contact Old St. Patrick’s Parish
Counselor, Sarah Thompson at saraht@
oldstpats.org or 773-234-9630.
visit us at oldstpats.org
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d i re c t o r y
Accounting
Janette Nunez
312-798-2305
janetten@oldstpats.org
Adult Education Ministries
Bob Kolatorowicz
312-831-9379
bobk@oldstpats.org
Annulment Support Ministry
pastoralcare@oldstpats.org
Baptisms
Tammy Roeder
baptisms@oldstpats.org
Clergy - Pastor
Fr. Thomas J. Hurley
312-831-9363
tomh@oldstpats.org
Skye Darke
Admin. Assistant to Pastor
312-831-9377
skyed@oldstpats.org
Visiting Clergy

Fr. John Cusick			
Fr. Edward Foley, OFM Cap.
Fr. Pat McGrath, SJ
Fr. Paul Novak, OSM
Fr. William O’Shea
Fr. Ed Shea, OFM
Msgr. Kenneth Velo			
Fr. John J. Wall

Communications
Leanne Kelly
312-831-9364
leannek@oldstpats.org
Community Outreach
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Adult Literacy Program
Marilyn Antonik
773-286-3390
marantonik@att.net
Blood Drive
Mark Buciak
773-307-0033
mark.buciak@rcn.com
Cara Chicago
312-798-3300
Chicago Food Depository
Mary Beth Riley
630-460-7889
mbriley07@yahoo.com
Jim Holbrook			
773-237-2625			
jamesjholbrookjr@yahoo.com
The Children’s Place
Katie Byrne
312-863-1120
kmbyrne@aol.com
House of Mary and Joseph
Kate Boege
312-337-7953
kateboege@yahoo.com
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Interfaith House
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Little Brothers - Friends of the Elderly
Joe Harzich
312-835-4932
jharzich@aol.com
Special Olympics
Greg Benacka
708-271-4460
benacka.gregory@district205.net
St. Agatha’s Sharing Parish
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Su Casa
Jim Karczewski
630-279-0144
jkarcze877@aol.com
Trinity Volunteer Corps
Annice Coughlan
773-981-2225
info@trinityvolunteers.org
U of I Hospital Pediatrics
Sue Sierkierski
312-546-4312
sasiek18@hotmail.com
Counseling Services
Sarah Thompson
773-234-9630 			
saraht@oldstpats.org
Crossroads Runners
crossroadsrunners@oldstpats.org
Development (Giving)
Molly Galo & Kim Pulvermacher
mollyg@oldstpats.org		
kimberlyp@oldstpats.org
Kim: 312-798-2366 Molly: 312.798.2355
Director of Operations
Tom Borah
tomb@oldstpats.org
3127982381
Divorce Ministry
Bernadette Gibson
bernadetteg@oldstpats.org
Encore: 50+ Active Adults
Mary Kay Slowikowski
marykayslowikowski@gmail.com
Family Ministry
Bea Cunningham
312-831-9351
beac@oldstpats.org
Katie Brandt
312-831-9352
family.ministry@oldstpats.org
Funerals
Bernadette Gibson
bernadetteg@oldstpats.org		
312-493-8737 Pastoral Cell
FXW (Frances Xavier Warde School)
Head of School
Michael Kennedy
120 S. Desplaines
312-466-0700
		

Gay + (Gay Plus)
Chairperson: Michael Politano
gayplus@oldstpats.org
Staff Contact: Bob Kolatorowicz
bobk@oldstpats.org
Listening Parent Resource
Maureen Schuneman
meschuneman@aol.com
312-933-6368
Green Team
Kayla Jackson
kaylaj@oldstpats.org
Grief Support Facilitators
Judi Black, Bill Brennan
312-798-2358
Hospitality
Linda Vasquez
312-798-2370
lindav@oldstpats.org
Jewish Catholic Ministry
Jewish Catholic Dialogue
Gina Lakin
info@oldstpats.org
Eileen O’Farrell Smith
eileen@theinterfaithunion.org
Family School
David Kovacs
kovacswriter@gmail.com
Interfaith Union
Eileen O’Farrell Smith
eileen@theinterfaithunion.org
Liturgy
Tom Micinski
tmicinski@oldstpats.org
Marriage Preparation
Jack Berkemeyer
Pre-Cana Experience
312-798-2386
jackberkemeyer@gmail.com
Membership/New Members		
Polly Mulhearn
pollym@oldstpats.org
Men's Group
mensgroup@oldstpats.org
Music
Mark Scozzafave
Director of Music Ministries
marks@oldstpats.org
312-798-2382
Dominic Trumfio
Associate Director of Worship Music
dominict@oldstpats.org
Laura Higgins
Worship Music/Pastoral Care
laurah@oldstpats.org
312-798-2384
Michael Neary		
Children's Choir
michaeln@oldstpats.org
Bill Fraher
Director of Concert Music
billf@oldstpats.org
312-831-9353
North Lawndale Kinship Initiative
		
Vincent L. Guider
		
312-798-2374
		
vincentg@oldstpats.org

d i re c t o r y
Pastoral Care Ministry
		
Bernadette Gibson
		
312-798-2389 prayer line
		
bernadetteg@oldstpats.org		
		
312-493-8737 pastoral cell
Reception (711 W. Monroe)
Deniese Montgomery 		
		
deniesem@oldstpats.org
		
312-648-1021
Rite of Christian 				
Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
		
Keara Ette
		
312-798-2328
		
kearac@oldstpats.org
Resident Theologian Presenter
		
Dr. Terry Nelson-Johnson
		
312-831-9373
		
terryn@oldstpats.org
Retreat Program: Beloved
		
Polly Mulhearn
		
312-798-2316
		
pollym@oldstpats.org
Social Justice
		
Kayla Jackson

Youth Ministry: Foundations
		
Courtney Malawy
		
312-798-2329		
		
courtneym@oldstpats.org
Mackenzie Doyle
Youth Ministry Associate
312.798.2391
foundations@oldstpats.org

Special Events (Fundraisers)
		
Sheila Greifhahn
		
312-798-2343
		
sheilag@oldstpats.org
		
Honor Lorenzini
312-798-2348
honorl@oldstpats.org
Spiritual Direction
		 Tammy Roeder
		312-798-2350
		tammy.roeder@oldstpats.org
Tours of Old St. Pat’s
		 Jim McLaughlin
		630-852-7269
		jmclaughlin1017@gmail.com

Harmony, Hope & Healing
Marge Nykaza
312-466-0267
marge@harmony		
hopeandhealing.org

312-798-2399
kaylaj@oldstpats.org

Wedding Ministry 			
		
JoAnn O' Brien
		
weddings@oldstpats.org		
		
joanno@oldstpats.org		
		
312-831-9383
Wedding Volunteers
Donna Kamuda
dgkamosp1@gmail.com
Mary Jo Graf
312-360-1622
maryjog1221@sbcglobal.net
Women’s Spirituality
Mary Anne Moriarty			
gmoriarty1937@comcast.net
Women's Spirituality North 		
Beth Perry 			
beth.perry@sbcglobal.net
OSP Next (Young Adult Ministry)
		 Meg Boyle			
		
megb@oldstpats.org
		ospnext@oldstpats.org

STAY CONNECTED WITH THE
OLD ST. PAT'S COMMUNITY
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

The Mary and Bill Aronin 		
Center for Social Concerns
703 W. Monroe
Chicago, IL 60661
Career Transitions Center
Deb Wilson
312-906-9908
host@ctcchicago.org
Coprodeli, Peru
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Friends of Fabretto, Nicaragua
Tom Gleason
773-227-6556
tgleason@ameritech.net

Horizons for Youth
Brian Broccolo
312-627-9031
brian@horizons-for-youth.org
LIFT				
Michelle Jimenez			
773-818-5605			
mjimenez@LIFT-foundation.org

Facebook.com/
OldStPatricksChurch

Twitter.com/OldStPats

Board of Advisors
Colleen Healy, Keara Ette, Michael
Kennedy, Tim Keneally, Roseanne
Loftus, Kevin Hanley, Mike Hobbs, Ken
Hiltz, Tom Hurley, John Weinheimer,
Jennifer Wyatt

Old St. Pat’s Mailing Address
Fr. Jack Wall Mission Center		
711 W. Monroe, Floor 3		
Chicago, IL 60661

Instagram:
@OldStPatsChicago

General Email - info@oldstpats.org
Phone Number - 312-648-1021
Fax Number - 312-648-9025

visit us at oldstpats.org
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