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CONTEMPLATING ANGER
ONEING Vol. 6 No. 1

contemplating anger

This article has been pulled from CAC.org (Center for Action
and Contemplation). Oneing is a publication of the CAC.
We are sharing this article from a past issue of ONEING on Anger
written by Center for Action and Contemplation (CAC) faculty
member Dr. Barbara Holmes in hopes that her words will inspire
people to step across the boundaries of our comfortable certainties
and embrace a communal contemplative moment of racial
solidarity.
In these times of suffering and disorder, we look for a path to
solidarity with those held down by the hands of dehumanizing
systems of oppression. Contemplation is a profoundly
transformative tool for discerning right action. As Dr. Holmes
writes, “During these times of deep division and unnecessary
harm to the vulnerable, the anger of decent people everywhere is
appropriate. Public and peaceful expression of that anger is a first
step toward creating safe boundaries.”

“Anger can actually be an expression of compassion, a
willingness to uphold boundaries that are sacred, or stand up
for someone who is being oppressed.”
—Julie Peters, The Spirituality of Anger
Anger is intense. Often, there is a flash of heat and
disorientation and the need to justify or retaliate. When I
was a child, anger was my response to hurt feelings. When
offended, I would lash out or run crying to my mom. In her
arms, and with her reassurances, I could quell a heat of rage
so intense that it threatened to overtake me. Anger is an
emotion that consumes mind and body—but sometimes
anger is necessary for survival.
I remember the anger of my baby sister, when she was only
five years old and I was eight. As the eldest of my siblings,
I decided that she could not play with us. I guess, from her
perspective, my eight-year-old dictatorial mandates were
too much to bear. She got angry, in only the way that a fiveyear-old can. She leaped on my back, wrapped her little legs
around my waist, and bit me as hard as she could.
I was shocked by her anger and tenacity. The pain was
secondary. There was not much that I could do: She would
not let go, so I ran screaming through the house with my
sister attached to my back, biting me. My mother tried to
pry her loose but she held on tight. In retrospect, I don’t
blame her. I was quite the eight-year-old tyrant. When they
finally pried her loose, she was completely oblivious to my
parents’ chastising or my tears. Instead, she was clapping and
laughing, completely delighted with herself.
The next morning, just as I was waking up, she kissed my
face. She was no longer angry, but I saw my tiny sibling in a
different light and never excluded her again. This little one
was not to be messed with. Her anger opened my eyes and
made our relationship better. She was angry, and rightfully
so. Her expression of anger was personal.
But anger is not limited to individuals. The anger expressed
by marginalized communities is both personal and collective.
In either context, righteous anger can be a catalyst for
change.
A Theology of Anger
We should not be ashamed of anger. It’s a very good and a
very powerful thing that motivates us. But what we need to be
ashamed of is the way we abuse it. —Mahatma Gandhi
Many spiritual traditions warn us against anger. We are told
that anger provides fertile ground for seeds of discontent,
anxiety, and potential harm to self and others. This is true.
However, when systems of injustice inflict generational
abuses upon people and communities because of their
ethnicity, race, sexuality, and/or gender, anger as righteous
indignation is appropriate, healthy, and necessary for
survival.
Jesus expressed righteous indignation when he encountered
the unjust systems of religious and Roman authorities, yet
Christian theologies shy away from the integration of anger
into their canons. How can churches continue to ignore
anger and still be relevant during this era when everyone
is angry about everything? People of color are angry about
police brutality, white supremacy, white privilege, and
economic marginalization.
However, recent polls show that white men are the
angriest group in the United States. They feel marginalized
although they maintain dominance in the economic and
social structures of our society. They feel threatened by
immigration, diversity, and their declining percentage
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of the population. White women are angry about sexual
harassment, glass ceilings in their workplaces, and some of
the above. With all of this anger permeating society, I am
suggesting that we all need a way to channel and reconcile
our anger with our faith.
For people of color, we need this outlet to save our lives. We
are dying from stress-related diseases and health disorders,
with no way to interpret our anger through the lens of
faith. Accordingly, I am proposing a theology of anger for
communities under siege. A theology of anger assumes that
anger as a response to injustice is spiritually healthy. My
intent is to highlight three ways that anger can contribute to
spiritual restoration.
First, a theology of anger invites us to wake up from the
hypnotic influences of unrelenting oppression so that
individuals and communities can shake off the shackles of
denial, resignation, and nihilism. Cornel West defines nihilism
as “the lived experience of coping with a life of horrifying
meaninglessness, hopelessness, and (most important)
lovelessness.”[i] Second, a theology of anger can help us to
construct healthy boundaries. Finally, the healthy expression
of righteous anger can translate communal despair into
compassionate action and justice-seeking. The Rev. Nelson
Johnson reminds us that the dominant culture is also
extremely traumatized by its own history of abuse. Many
came to the west as bond and indentured servants. The
question is whether or not we will recognize our wounds and
the source of our anger so that we can heal ourselves and
others, and awaken to our potential to embody the beloved
community.
Staying Woke
Charlottesville was a wakeup call. When angry white men
carry torches and march through town chanting Nazi
slogans, it’s time to wake up. It was a shock to be reminded
yet again that the only nation that I claim as a space of
belonging isn’t safe for many of us. To make things worse, the
forty-fifth president of the United States openly supported
their racism by equating perpetrators and resistors. Perhaps
we were naïve when we hoped that the election of one black
president would heal our racial tensions.
In the midst of blatant communal oppression, anger wakes
us up to the realization that change can only occur when
we put our cell phones down and turn off our systems of
entertainment. In my book Race and the Cosmos: An Invitation
to View the World Differently, I offer the following observation,
We weave gossamer webs of habit and familiarity that lull,
sustain, and entangle us. But it is difficult to articulate
creative solutions to intransigent problems while dazed.[ii]
For people of color, anger wakes us up from our daze and
desire to “fit in,” no matter the cost. Writer Lawrence Ware
discusses his own journey toward anger, a journey that
ignited his love for the community. He says,
I’d spent most of my life worrying if white folks would like
me . . . wanting white employers to look favorably upon
me. I spoke in a way meant to make white folks see me as
intelligent. My whole life was spent centering whiteness. . .
I’d bought into the lie of white supremacy, and I had
unwittingly arranged my life around the white gaze.[iii]

He concludes,
Yes, I am angry about the conditions of black, brown and
red people in this country. Yes, I do think that the norms
of oppression and marginalization need to change. I am
radical, and I am angry. I am all these things because I
unapologetically love my blackness and yours.[iv]

During these times of deep division and unnecessary harm
to the vulnerable, the anger of decent people everywhere is
appropriate. Public and peaceful expression of that anger is a
first step toward creating safe boundaries.
Creating Sacred Boundaries
When the human rights of people of color are violated, it is
assumed that they will protest a little and forgive quickly.
This grotesque ritual was evident after the murders of
unarmed black teens by police and after the assassinations
at Emmanuel AME Church of Charleston, South Carolina. One
day after Dylann Roof killed the pastor and church members
during Bible study, the families of the slain began offering
forgiveness. They offered forgiveness without repentance,
forgiveness without discussion of the underlying racism in
this nation that fueled Roof’s anger.
While we know that forgiveness is necessary, our
communities and the nation need time to recognize the
horror of these events. This is a communal contemplative
moment, a time to sit with our anger and consider the

path that we are on. Chaplain Joshua Lazard contends
that rushing past anger to reconciliation short-circuits the
opportunity to have necessary conversations about cause
and effect and pathways toward resolution.
Why does society expect the harmed to forgive before the
slain are even laid to rest? When my sister bit me, she was
the one who kissed my face the next day to restore our
relationship. Even at five years old, she knew that she’d hurt
me, so she initiated the first steps toward forgiveness. As
actor Jesse Williams noted during the 2016 BET awards, “The
burden of the brutalized is not to comfort the bystander.”[v]
Is it the responsibility of the terrorized to forgive quickly,
without any acknowledgement of wrongdoing or any
attempt to heal the wounds? A theology of anger helps us
to move forward when harm is done, but does not require
instantaneous forgiveness. Instead, it invites us to create
sacred boundaries so that we can express our righteous
indignation as the first step toward a process of healing.
If we take a theology of anger seriously, first we come
together, then we grieve together, then we consider where
we are and where we are going. If there is opportunity, we
engage in deep considerations of cause and effect, and
we listen for the whispers of the Holy Spirit. Forgiveness
is a process, not a quick antidote to hatred’s slow-acting
poison. Our health and wholeness require that we take off
our masks of Christian piety and do the difficult work of
acknowledging our anger, our vulnerability, and our pain. It
is this contemplative work that moves us toward forgiveness,
for when we recognize our own human frailty, we can more
easily forgive the fragility and failings of others.
Channeling Anger for Spiritual Wholeness
This idea of having to explain why it’s racial, while standing in
our own blood is silly. It’s racial because it doesn’t happen to
white people. —Jesse Williams
Collective and productive anger redirects our attention to
the everyday survival and healing of our own community. As
Williams notes, we cannot waste our energy explaining our
anger when it should be obvious to all. Sometimes the anger
of black folks is resistance but, more often, it is grief. During
a demonstration in Minneapolis, Minnesota, after the police
shot an unarmed black man, pastor Danny Givens of Above
Every Name Ministry, publicly and peacefully challenged the
Governor of Minnesota. He shouted into a microphone,
Your people keep killing my people. You keep telling me
that you are going to do something. I just want you to put
some action on it, put some respect on our people’s names.
. . . This isn’t black anger. This is black grief! [vi]

Pastor Givens wanted the governor to understand that grief,
anger, and black joy are hard to separate. At funerals of
young people slain by the police, expressions of black joy are
common. This is not “joy” in the ordinary sense of the word.
This is not the embodiment of the myth of the “happy Negro”
dancing mindlessly. This is the communal performance of
resistance and resilience through dancing and rhythmic
movement. Funeral-car doors fly open, music is thumping,
and the community dances its defiance of death and the
society that produces it.
We are angry, we are grieving, we are performing black joy
as a sign of our determination to survive. When my parents
tried to pry my sister off my back, they were, in essence,
letting her know that her behavior was inappropriate.
My sister refused to respond to their commands because
they had not intervened when I was excluding her. She
was determined and so are we. She would not let go and
neither will the most vulnerable among us. All we have is our
tenacity and our refusal to passively submit to aggressions
that threaten our existence. Until the killing of black and
brown people stops, all peaceful methods of resistance are
appropriate. Right now, our anger is our truth, and our anger
is a sacred part of our humanity and our faith.
ONEING: Anger features Richard Rohr, Barbara Brown Taylor,
Walter Brueggemann, Joan Halifax, Barbara Holmes, Brian
McLaren, Mirabai Starr, and others.
Sources: [i] Cornel West, Race Matters (New York: Vintage, 1994), 118.
[ii] Barbara A. Holmes, Race and the Cosmos: An Invitation to View the World
Differently (New York: T & T Clark, 2002), 15.
[iii] Lawrence Ware, “Why I’m Comfortable Being an Angry Black Man,” The
Root, November 6, 2016, theroot.com/why-im-comfortable-being-an-angryblack-man-1790857585.
[iv] Ibid.
[v] Jesse Williams, as cited in Veronica Toney, “Jesse Williams gave one of
the most memorable speeches in award show history,” The Washington
Post, June 27, 2016, washingtonpost.com/news/arts-and-entertainment/
wp/2016/06/27/jesse-williams-gave-one-of-the-most-memorable-speechesin-award-show-history-full-transcript/?utm_term=.0998340aa995.
[vi] Morgan Winsor and Julia Jacobo, “Pastor Shouts at Governor: ‘This Is
Black Grief,’ After Police Shooting of Minnesota Man,” ABC News, July 7, 2016,
abcnews.go.com/US/pastor-challenges-minnesota-gov-put-action-copshooting/story?id=40406186.

Spiritual Communion is an invitation to engage with the Divine,
and to connect with the God in our midst even when we are
hungry. William of Saint-Thierry was one of the first theologians
to offer an account of what happens when Christ comes into
the soul through the Eucharist. William argues, that when we
receive the Eucharist we seek more of the life of the soul. I offer
a beautiful tapestry of soul stories that remind me that our God
is indeed working in miraculous ways creating the Kingdom of
God. There is a beauty in the spaces that are created for honest
conversation and the desire to make the most of our spiritual
communion with our God.
In April one of our members called me in deep pain and
isolation. He spent many months discerning why almost all of
the relationships in his life had broken down over the years. Now
that the pandemic had restricted any outside interaction - he
was lost and alone. He was very depressed and shared he longed
for a meaningful activity to survive these covid days alone. Over
many weeks we prayed about Hope and the Holy Spirit. Last
month he told me that nearly every week after our livestream
mass he has attempted a phone call to apologize or repair a
relationship in his life. He honestly sounded lighter and we wept
together both for the conversations that went well and for those
which are still opportunities for self-growth. The living bread of
God feeds our humility, compassion and our ability to forgive a
mountain of wounds still in need of healing.
Many years ago, a member I had counseled experienced the
breakdown of her marriage. For many years post her divorce
she felt bewildered and abandoned by loss. Over the years
she recognized that despite her humiliation, anger and grief,
her God was with her and she began to heal. In early May this
member called me to say that she was so thankful those days
were behind her. She offered that as her Spiritual Communion
she has devoted herself to calling and writing women fresh in
the healing process of a recent divorce. She said by offering her
time in gratitude she experiences communion with the Lord.
By doing so she reminded me that God shows up to nourish us
when we don’t expect or think we deserve God’s presence.
Another new friend of encounter made a courageous decision
to check into a six-month sobriety program to better her life last
summer. There have been many days in a part time job that she
has questioned her choice to leave a full-time job for her own
self-healing. The stress of these last months have caused her
to want to resume drinking. Instead she asked for support and
helped me deliver food to homebound members in need for the
last few months. Her desire for spiritual communion enabled
her to become the bread of life for others and by the grace of
strangers she also received support she needed.
Rightly understood and practiced, spiritual communion outside

of Mass is that moment
when we receive the Holy
Spirit in our souls, eating
love in memory as we wait
to receive Christ again
in our bodies. Receiving
the Holy Spirit in our
souls and responding in
love changes everything.
Speaking of love that
changes everything. This
week my nephew Benedict
(pictured to the right) turns
six years old. Ben’s entire
life has been a journey
in placing himself in the
arms of God. Benedict is special needs. He was born with 13-Q
deletion syndrome and in the first few months of his life he was
diagnosed with retinoblastoma cancer. He has suffered severe
muscle tone issues that made us question whether he would
ever be able to walk or talk or understand Love. Due to allergies
to food and some severe respitory illness Ben has spent most of
his life on a feeding tube and receiving oxygen. In reflecting on
the last three weeks of Gospels I am reminded that just because
we can’t see the mustard seed doesn’t mean the mustard seed
isn’t there. In the same way, our inability to see or receive the
Eucharist doesn’t affect God’s ability to be present. I believe that
God is always at work in and for us. And in the parables of the
growing mustard seed, we can be assured of one thing: new life
is going to come. There is no place so dry or hardened or cold
that won’t soften and live and produce new growth. God is in
the business of growing new and beautiful things out of the dirt
of our lives. Over the last few months my nephew Benedict has
taken his first steps on his own and continues his adventures in
self nourishment due to the committed love of his parents, his
therapists & his God. Our Benny boy feeds our family with his
love, his perseverance, and his Joy every day!

awa k e n i n gs

Sunday, July 26, 2020
By Bernadette Gibson
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GOD TRANSFORMS THE ORDINARY NONDESCRIPT
PLACES OF OUR LIVES INTO SOMETHING SPECIAL,
SOMETHING SACRED, SOMETHING HOLY

So, if you’re in a place where you know regret and shame, or
confusion and sadness. Or if you are in a place of patient waiting,
I’m here to say: stay tuned. God is churning the soil of our lives.
The seed is turning. We may not understand how the Kingdom
of God will come to life in us, or the way that God is waiting to
feed us in these strange times. But grace, with all of its mystery,
reveals that new life is ready to burst. The ground is being
transformed. So are we. The next time you reach down and
gather soil in your hands, remember you are the dirt nestled in
God’s hands, and God is nestled in you.
Bernadette Gibson is the Director of Pastoral Care at Old St. Patrick's
Church.
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l i t u rg i e s

SUNDAY, JULY 26
10 am Livestream Mass
Please join Fr. Tom Hurley and the OSP Music Ministry for Mass this Sunday, July 26.

Prelude music is live at 9:50 am.
WATCH OUR MASSES ANY TIME!
Archived Masses are always available at livestream.com/oldstpats
UPCOMING MASSES
July 2020
As our families, neighborhoods, city, and state continue to take
seriously the COVID-19 crisis, Old St. Pat’s is continuing to explore
how we can best serve our members and the people of our city. In
order to continue to prioritize the safety and health of our people,
we will continue to host a 10 a.m. Livestream Mass with dynamic
worship, music, and preaching, as we know this continues to be a
gift to so many of us during this pandemic.
We will be gathering together as a community with an 8 am Mass
celebrated safely, joyfully, and with prayerful instrumental music.
Our 10 am Livestream liturgy is also open for registration. To assure
we can follow the physical distancing and safety guidelines, we will
be able to accommodate 50 people for each liturgy. Reservations
for July 26 are full. Reservations for Masses on August 2 will
open at 10 am on Wednesday, July 29 on our homepage at
oldstpats.org
And while we long to all be together once again, we lovingly
encourage anyone who is 70 or older, or with medical conditions,
to not attend Mass at this time. Cardinal Cupich is continuing the
suspension of obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days
of Obligation.
For those who desire to reserve spots for 8 a.m. or 10 a.m. Mass:
• Fill out the Mass Registration form mentioned above which goes live at 10 a.m. on Wednesday mornings, and when
reservations fill up, we will begin a “waiting list” (instructions will be given on the form).
• Attendees for the 8 a.m. Mass will be asked to arrive no earlier than 7:40 a.m., and attendees for the 10 a.m. Mass will
be asked to arrive between 9:30 and 9:45 a.m.
• All members of the assembly will be required to wear face coverings for the entirety of the liturgy.
• Please note that all individuals will be seated with at least 6 feet between people who do not live in the same
household.
• Congregational singing is still not recommended, due to the increased risk of spreading the virus, but our Old St. Pat's
Music Ministry will still lead us in music that continues the tradition of leading our vibrant and prayerful liturgical life.
T hank you for your continued patience and understanding as we honor both our longing for the Eucharist and our
responsibility to keep our members, volunteers, and clergy safe and healthy.
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A Procession in Support of Black Lives
From Old St. Patrick’s Church to First Baptist Congregational Church
Saturday, August 1 | 9 am
Beginning at 711 W. Monroe St.

p ro c e s s i o n

BLACK LIVES MATTER
PROCESSION FOR PEACE AND BROTHERHOOD
First Baptist Congregational Church and Old St. Patrick’s Church

During this sacred time when the world as we know it is changing, we want to publicly express our support
for Black lives. The racist structures in housing, employment, policing, and education need to change, and
oftentimes men are the biggest resistors to change. White men especially have been blind to the structures
that benefit them at the expense of others and the violence perpetrated by white men against their black
brothers reflects a brutal American legacy.
In light of all that has taken place in our country since the murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis, we are
moved to respond. Today we are walking with one another, asking our God to open our eyes to our common
brotherhood and forge new relationships that will lead to understanding and positive change.
All men of First Baptist and Old St. Patrick’s are invited to gather, and others who feel called are welcome to
join us, beginning at 711 W. Monroe St., 9 am on Saturday, August 1. Fr. Tom Hurley will offer welcome and
prayer. The final words of George Floyd will be read, and we will stand together in silence for 8 minutes and 46
seconds.
We will remain in silence as we process, two by two, to First Baptist Church, a location that once was the site
of the Underground Railroad that led African Americans out of slavery. As we process together, we will open
ourselves to the Spirit of God speaking to us in and through the sacred silence. We process together in silent
prayer, bearing witness to the prophetic words of George Floyd, “I can’t breathe.” Systemic racism is killing our
people.
When we reach First Baptist, we will hear from some voices in our community who will further help us to see
the impact of systemic racism on Black lives. Pastor George Daniels will offer some comments and prayer.
In an informal closing, brothers from each church will exchange contact information and commit to sharing a
meal together within the next six weeks. Our time spent breaking bread together will become the foundation
for what comes next. In September, we will gather again to share the stories of our meals and invite God to
lead us further down the road on our walk together.

Please visit bit.ly/procession-august1 to register.

visit us at oldstpats.org
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GREEN NOTES FROM OSP GREEN TEAM: HOME COMPOSTING 101

g re e n t ea m

directory

“Composting turns household wastes into valuable fertilizer and soil organic
matter… This dark crumbly, earthy-smelling stuff works wonders on all kinds of soil
and provides vital nutrients to help plants grow and look better.”
– USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service, Backyard Conservation Tip Sheet
Now that we are all at home cooking more, we may find ourselves
wondering about all those food scraps in our kitchens. The
EPA estimates that up to 30% of food waste in the trash could
and should be composted, saving us time and money. Home
composting reduces what goes into landfills, and gives the home
gardener a valuable soil amendment that provides nutrients to
your growing plants. So if you want to try composting at home,
here are some tips to get you started.
1. Select the site for your compost pile. It should be flat, large
enough to hold all the material you want to compost, with good
access to water, and close to the part of your yard where you will
use your compost. Don’t place it next to a wood fence or other
structure, since compost can discolor wood.
2. Select a bin to hold your compost. You can purchase a plastic container at a garden center, or make you own from
wood and chicken wire. Some containers are rotating drums on stands that can be manually turned, eliminating the need
to aerate the pile (see 5. Below). Another option is to dig a pit and place your pile in the pit.
3. Gather your material. The two types you need are green and brown. Green material includes fruit and vegetable scraps,
including food that is too old or moldy; tea and tea bags; coffee grounds; garden waste, including fresh grass clippings
and leaves; and egg shells. Citrus peels will compost faster if cut up into small pieces. Greens provide nitrogen for your
pile.
4. Brown material consists of twigs and sticks; dried grass; egg cartoons and other cardboard; newspaper and other
papers; dried leaves; and sawdust. Paper and cardboard break down quickly when cut up first. Brown material like dried
leaves from fall can be stored and added gradually to the pile in spring. Browns give the pile structure by allowing air and
water flow. But don’t compost these items: meat, fish, bones, the pits of stone fruits like peaches and cherries, oils, butter,
dairy products, and weed seeds. Meats, oils and dairy will attract rats and other (unwanted) animals to your pile. Stone
fruits take years to decompose. Weed seeds will likely still be viable when you use your compost in your garden.
5. Build your pile by layering browns and greens, starting with a layer of browns. A ratio of 1 part green to 2 parts brown
is a good balance. Water your pile and aerate it by turning it with a pitchfork every week to 10 days.
6. In warm weather, your compost will be ready in 2 months; up to 6 months in cold weather. You can add your rich earthy
finished compost to your containers; tuck it into the hole when you are ready to plant new perennials or shrubs; or top
dress it in your lawn and garden beds to smooth out brown spots and low places and add nutrients to your soil.
People have been composting for hundreds of years. George Washington, our first President, engaged in composting.
So give it a try! You will be sending less to the landfill, and improving your soil and the health of your plants at the same
time.

OSP

Green
Team
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OSP GREEN TEAM WELCOMES YOU!
Are you inspired by the message of Laudato Si? Want to be a faithful steward of our common home
and encourage others to practice sustainability? OSP Green Team shares your passion.
To learn more, contact Kayla Jackson at (312) 798-2399 or kaylaj@oldstpats.org

GIVING TO OSP

g iv i n g

With your help, we will continue to come together to support each other and our sisters and brothers in need. Thousands
of us worship together on Sunday mornings via the gift of livestream. We are nourished by the
Word of God and enhanced by the beautiful gifts of our Music Ministry. Throughout the week, the
Old St. Pat’s staff offer prayerful podcasts, spiritual direction, Beloved circles, rosary groups, musical
vespers, young adult gatherings, family liturgies, online education, and more – all virtually, of
course.

directory

In the face of this unprecedented crisis, your kindness and generosity sustain us!

Our pastoral care staff and ministry of care team have come together to develop volunteer networks for helping families
encounter their grief after the death of a loved one, open themselves up to questions about isolation, face the illness of
a family member, continue prayer chain calls and mail handwritten messages and care packages to the most vulnerable
among us. The Pastoral team has accompanied families grieving the death of a loved one with virtual prayer services.
Ministry staff are compiling a list of resources for our members seeking debt relief. Our Weddings and Baptisms team
members continue to accompany the numerous couples as they postpone these significant events.
None of this would be possible without the support of Sunday Giving. On average, 20% of our Sunday collection is
contributed through the Sunday basket. While we can’t pass the Sunday basket right now, we hope you will support our
Sunday collection by making an online gift via the Livestream donate button, by texting OLDSTPATS to 77977, by using
the "Give to OSP" button on our homepage at oldstpats.org, or by mailing a check to Old St. Pats’, 711 W. Monroe St.,
Chicago, IL 60661. Thank you!

GIVING JUST GOT EASIER! | TRANSITION TO PUSHPAY
We are currently in the process of transitioning to PushPay, a new online giving platform. We’re changing the way you
can give online, and while things may look a little different, we’re excited to make giving easier and more secure than
ever. Thank you so much for your generosity, and your patience and support during this transition.

New Text to Give Number!
Please text
"OLDSTPATS" to
77977
To better serve you, we're currently upgrading our online
giving platform to make giving easier and more secure.

Careasy.org/old-st-patricks-church

As you shop for essentials online, be sure to log into smile.amazon.com and select Old St. Pat's as your beneficiary.

GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY AND OUTREACH
Help Stamp Out Hunger in Chicago www.chicagosfoodbank.org
We have been partnering with the Greater
Chicago Food Depository here at OSP for
over 25 years.
By volunteering at GCFD, our Outreach
Partners (Su Casa, The Boulevard, and House
of Mary and Joseph Shelter) receive food
credits for their programs.
These food credits help feed the residents while providing nutritional food
items too.

Upcoming Outreach Dates:
Sat., August 8 8:30 - 11:15 am
Tues., August 11 9 am-noon
All over age 16 are welcome
Contacts:
Mary Beth Riley
mbriley07@yahoo.com,
630.460.7889
&
Jim Holbrook
jamesjholbrookjr
@yahoo.com
773.237.2625

visit us at oldstpats.org
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s u m m e r s c r ip t u re

A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO THE FOUR GOSPELS
led by Fr. Bill O’Shea
Mondays at 7- 8 pm
Remaining dates: July 27, August 3 & 10 via Zoom
Have you ever found yourself watching a re-run to "Murder She
Wrote" and realized, "I know who the murderer is!"? Then you
follow all the correct clues and are not misled by 'red herrings'.
Well, in this four-week brief introduction to the Gospels, we are
going start from the back, from the conclusions of each Gospel
(one surprisingly seems to have two conclusions, another, in the
view of many scholars, has none). The conclusion of the Gospel,
like the conclusion of an episode of "Murder She Wrote" is about
identity. Each Gospel is seeking to answer the question Jesus
himself asked: "Who do you say that I am?" But it also reveals
another identity: "Who are you that is reading this writing?" We
will proceed in reverse chronological order, beginning with John
and ending with Mark. Please join us.
Please sign up at bit.ly/intro-fourgospels
The Zoom link will be emailed to you on Monday, July 27 at 2 pm. A recording from the
July 20 session is available to participants upon request.
Fr. William O'Shea was on the staff of the Chicago Summer Biblical Institutes from 1960
to 1973. He taught an introductory course in Sacred Scripture in the late 60's at Rosary
College (now Dominican University) and also taught for more than ten years in the
Archdiocese of Chicago's formation program for the Permanent Diaconate.

CURRENTS: Awakening to the Flow of Spirit in our Lives
An Old St. Pat's Podcast Series

Thank you to all those who tune in to Currents, our weekly Old
St. Pat’s podcast series, as we explore the deeper movements
of Spirit in our lives.
Each episode features members and friends of the Old St. Pat’s
community giving voice to their lived experience of faith and
spirituality. Whether sharing an insight, pondering a question,
or offering a prayerful reflection, Currents speaks to our Spiritled search for meaning and purpose.
Stay tuned for a new episode is coming soon! Visit our
Podcast landing page to catch up on recent episodes:
oldstpats.org/osppodcast
The OSP Podcast is hosted by Kate Anderson with music by Mark
Scozzafave.

8

visit us at oldstpats.org

“Thus it will be at the end of the age. The angels will go out and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will
be wailing and grinding of teeth. Do you understand all these things?” They answered, “Yes.” - Mt 13:49-51

Thursday, July 30, 2020

Readings: 1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128,
129-130 [97a]/Rom 8:28-30/Mt 13:44-52 or 13:44-46

Readings: Jer 18:1-6/Ps 146:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab
[5a]/Mt 13:47-53

Women and Men of Faith

Mass Remembrances:

Book of Patrick: Mary Patton Ainsworth, Joseph
Madigan Family, Patrick J. O’Donnell, Melvin
10:00 am
Harold Keller (†)			
C. Vanell, Mary Walsh, Patricia M. Shaw, Brian
			
Ms. Kathleen Meyers (†)		
			
Ms. Renata Eccer (†)		 Hickey, John F. Connolly, Doug & Carolyn Kroll,
			
James A. Cullerton (†)		 Mayme Haveck, Mary Ellen Sherrier, Maureen
			
Dr. Gregory Nicpon (†)		 Scanlon Shaughnessy, Pat Creadon, Stephen
Janiszewski, Vincent Edward Murphy, Brian
			
Patricia McMahon Fitzgerald (†)
Lynch
			
Bruce Berens (†)			
			
Matthew F. Schneider (†)		
Friday, July 31, 2020
			
Kit McMahon Fulgenzi and 		
			
Giovanni Fulgenzi (†)		 Readings: Jer 26:1-9/Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14 [14c]/Mt
			
Dorothy Jordan (†)		13:54-58
			
Maureen Murphy Callahan (†)
			
Mrs. Mary Zmolec (†)		 Book of Patrick: Mareve Driscoll, Edward K.
			
Thomas Knight (†)		Grant, William Thompson, Dr. Thomas J. Ginley,
			
Ralph O' Connell (†)		 William Crot, Madeline C. Riley, Dorothy and
			
Grace Oliver-Daday (†)		 Eugene Callahan, Mary Sue Faust, James and
Mary Margaret Roach, Genevieve and Richard
			
Wilburn Arthur Sells (†)
Hardy, Mary McCoy, Cliff Pazik, James Barron
Book of Patrick: Virginia Moorkamp, Lucille
Truax
Casey Leonard, Ann & Peter Neuhaus, Anne
Saturday, August 1, 2020
Marie & Francis K. O’Shaughnessy, Stephen T.
Patterson, Joseph C. Vargo, Caroline Enright,
Readings: Jer 26:11-16, 24/Ps 69:15-16, 30-31,
Bruce C. Wales, Joseph and Margaret Lorrigan,
33-34 [14c]/Mt 14:1-12
Fr. Patrick McGrath, O. Marvin Lewis, Bernard
McLaughlin, Dorothy Spindler Ricker
Book of Patrick: Peter O. Curtin, Constance Solms

Monday, July 27, 2020
Readings: Jer 13:1-11/Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21 [cf.
18a]/Mt 13:31-35
Book of Patrick: Kevin Patrick Conlon, Chester
E. Smith, Frank & Jane Crowe, Kevin Edward
Hughes, Bonnie Mandolini, Steven Rooney,
Agnes P. Hayes, Katherine DeVries, Emilia M.
Maleski, Theresa and Harry Sosnowski, Ernest
Witt, Jon O’Connor, Nicole and Patrick Kuehnle,
Robert John Kuehnle, Maureen & Terry Gilhooly

Tuesday, July 28, 2020
Readings: Jer 14:17-22/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13 [9]/
Mt 13:36-43
Mass Remembrances: Robert Given (†), Norine
Given (†), George Tamvakis (†)
Book of Patrick: Loretta E. Behof, Peter & Anne
Connolly, Charles & Geraldine Hayes, Edward
Borger, Susan A. Payne, Dolores and John
Grabowski, Patrick Parks, Marie Vanderford, Sue
Smith, Callahan Shannon Hennessy

Wednesday, July 29, 2020
Readings: Jer 15:10, 16-21/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7,
8-9, 10-11 [2]/Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42
Book of Patrick: Edward Duch, Fr. Patrick
McGrath, S.J., Joe Doran, Rose Cecilia Grogan,
Amy T. Johannes, Joanne Furdenberg Cooney,
Bernice Levato, Marie Vanderford, Joseph
Corcoran, Kenneth Roy Murphy, James Martin
Mitchell, Maria Hofmaier

(†) = Deceased

Benge, John and Lucia Stokely, Jack Sullivan,
Francis J. Calkins, Mary & Matthew Duffy, Joe
Radakovitz, Emmett Patrick Glynn, Helen Etten,
Rosalind J. Ficarrotta, Family of Robert F. &
Kathryn P. McDermott, Margaret & Peter Hynes,
Emmet Patrick & Evelyn Cecelia Glynn, Larry
and Gloria Albertelli, Mary Jule Durkin, Suzanne
Saletta, Betty Harsy, James J. Kreminski, Dr. &
Mrs. John Hurley

Sunday, August 2, 2020
Readings: Is 55:1-3/Ps 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18 [cf.
16]/Rom 8:35, 37-39/Mt 14:13-21

Prayer Requests
For Those Who Are Sick
Barbara and Harry Porter, Bill
McSheehy, Conor Nestler, Sheri Nestler,
Jessie Cossio, Marie DiFazio, Jean
Canzoneri, Debra Godfrey, Mark
Willoughby, Vern Wright, Regina
McNichols, Linda Zukowski, Steve
Wieshar, Judi Olsen, Mauri Cron,
Bill Carlson

Saints Joachim and Anne
Saint of the Day for July 26
(b. 1st century)
In the Scriptures, Matthew and Luke furnish a
legal family history of Jesus, tracing ancestry
to show that Jesus is the culmination of great
promises. Not only is his mother’s family
neglected, we also know nothing factual about
them except that they existed. Even the names
Joachim and Anne come from a legendary
source written more than a century after Jesus
died.

h ea r t s & p r aye r s

Sunday, July 26, 2020

The heroism and holiness of these people
however, is inferred from the whole family
atmosphere around Mary in the Scriptures.
Whether we rely on the legends about
Mary’s childhood or make guesses from
the information in the Bible, we see in her a
fulfillment of many generations of prayerful
persons, herself steeped in the religious
traditions of her people.
The strong character of Mary in making
decisions, her continuous practice of prayer, her
devotion to the laws of her faith, her steadiness
at moments of crisis, and her devotion to her
relatives—all indicate a close-knit, loving family
that looked forward to the next generation
even while retaining the best of the past.
Joachim and Anne—whether these are their
real names or not—represent that entire quiet
series of generations who faithfully perform
their duties, practice their faith, and establish an
atmosphere for the coming of the Messiah, but
remain obscure.

Please contact Bernadette Moore Gibson at
312-798-2389 for Pastoral Care Services.

For Those Who Have Recently Died
Maureen Schmidt, Paul Storino, Patricia
Carlson, Ellen Cieniewicz, Denny
Pelarinos, Ginger & John Shaver
Parish Counselor: If you or someone you
know is in need of counseling services,
please contact Old St. Patrick’s Parish
Counselor, Sarah Thompson at saraht@
oldstpats.org or 773-234-9630.
visit us at oldstpats.org
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d i re c t o r y
Accounting
Janette Nunez
312-798-2305
janetten@oldstpats.org
Adult Education Ministries
Bob Kolatorowicz
312-831-9379
bobk@oldstpats.org
Annulment Support Ministry
pastoralcare@oldstpats.org
Baptisms
Tammy Roeder
baptisms@oldstpats.org
Clergy - Pastor
Fr. Thomas J. Hurley
312-831-9363
tomh@oldstpats.org
Skye Darke
Admin. Assistant to Pastor
312-831-9377
skyed@oldstpats.org
Visiting Clergy

Fr. John Cusick			
Fr. Edward Foley, OFM Cap.
Fr. Pat McGrath, SJ
Fr. Paul Novak, OSM
Fr. William O’Shea
Fr. Ed Shea, OFM
Msgr. Kenneth Velo			
Fr. John J. Wall

Communications
Leanne Kelly
312-831-9364
leannek@oldstpats.org
Community Outreach
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Adult Literacy Program
Marilyn Antonik
773-286-3390
marantonik@att.net
Blood Drive
Mark Buciak
773-307-0033
mark.buciak@rcn.com
Cara Chicago
312-798-3300
Chicago Food Depository
Mary Beth Riley
630-460-7889
mbriley07@yahoo.com
Jim Holbrook			
773-237-2625			
jamesjholbrookjr@yahoo.com
The Children’s Place
Katie Byrne
312-863-1120
kmbyrne@aol.com
House of Mary and Joseph
Kate Boege
312-337-7953
kateboege@yahoo.com
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Interfaith House
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Little Brothers - Friends of the Elderly
Joe Harzich
312-835-4932
jharzich@aol.com
Special Olympics
Greg Benacka
708-271-4460
benacka.gregory@district205.net
St. Agatha’s Sharing Parish
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Su Casa
Jim Karczewski
630-279-0144
jkarcze877@aol.com
Trinity Volunteer Corps
Annice Coughlan
773-981-2225
info@trinityvolunteers.org
U of I Hospital Pediatrics
Sue Sierkierski
312-546-4312
sasiek18@hotmail.com
Counseling Services
Sarah Thompson
773-234-9630 			
saraht@oldstpats.org
Crossroads Runners
crossroadsrunners@oldstpats.org
Development (Giving)
Molly Galo & Kim Pulvermacher
mollyg@oldstpats.org		
kimberlyp@oldstpats.org
Kim: 312-798-2366 Molly: 312.798.2355
Director of Operations
Tom Borah
tomb@oldstpats.org
3127982381
Divorce Ministry
Bernadette Gibson
bernadetteg@oldstpats.org
Encore: 50+ Active Adults
Mary Kay Slowikowski
marykayslowikowski@gmail.com
Family Ministry
Bea Cunningham
312-831-9351
beac@oldstpats.org
Katie Brandt
312-831-9352
family.ministry@oldstpats.org
Funerals
Bernadette Gibson
bernadetteg@oldstpats.org		
312-493-8737 Pastoral Cell
FXW (Frances Xavier Warde School)
Head of School
Michael Kennedy
120 S. Desplaines
312-466-0700
		

Gay + (Gay Plus)
Chairperson: Michael Politano
gayplus@oldstpats.org
Staff Contact: Bob Kolatorowicz
bobk@oldstpats.org
Listening Parent Resource
Maureen Schuneman
meschuneman@aol.com
312-933-6368
Green Team
Kayla Jackson
kaylaj@oldstpats.org
Grief Support Facilitators
Judi Black, Bill Brennan
312-798-2358
Hospitality
Linda Vasquez
312-798-2370
lindav@oldstpats.org
Jewish Catholic Ministry
Jewish Catholic Dialogue
Gina Lakin
info@oldstpats.org
Eileen O’Farrell Smith
eileen@theinterfaithunion.org
Family School
David Kovacs
kovacswriter@gmail.com
Interfaith Union
Eileen O’Farrell Smith
eileen@theinterfaithunion.org
Liturgy
Tom Micinski
tmicinski@oldstpats.org
Marriage Preparation
Jack Berkemeyer
Pre-Cana Experience
312-798-2386
jackberkemeyer@gmail.com
Membership/New Members		
Polly Mulhearn
pollym@oldstpats.org
Men's Group
mensgroup@oldstpats.org
Music
Mark Scozzafave
Director of Music Ministries
marks@oldstpats.org
312-798-2382
Dominic Trumfio
Associate Director of Worship Music
dominict@oldstpats.org
Laura Higgins
Worship Music/Pastoral Care
laurah@oldstpats.org
312-798-2384
Michael Neary		
Children's Choir
michaeln@oldstpats.org
Bill Fraher
Director of Concert Music
billf@oldstpats.org
312-831-9353
North Lawndale Kinship Initiative
		
Vincent L. Guider
		
312-798-2374
		
vincentg@oldstpats.org

d i re c t o r y
Pastoral Care Ministry
		
Bernadette Gibson
		
312-798-2389 prayer line
		
bernadetteg@oldstpats.org		
		
312-493-8737 pastoral cell
Reception (711 W. Monroe)
Deniese Montgomery 		
		
deniesem@oldstpats.org
		
312-648-1021
Rite of Christian 				
Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
		
Keara Ette
		
312-798-2328
		
kearac@oldstpats.org
Resident Theologian Presenter
		
Dr. Terry Nelson-Johnson
		
312-831-9373
		
terryn@oldstpats.org
Retreat Program: Beloved
		
Polly Mulhearn
		
312-798-2316
		
pollym@oldstpats.org
Social Justice
		
Kayla Jackson

Youth Ministry: Foundations
		
Courtney Malawy
		
312-798-2329		
		
courtneym@oldstpats.org
Mackenzie Doyle
Youth Ministry Associate
312.798.2391
foundations@oldstpats.org

Special Events (Fundraisers)
		
Sheila Greifhahn
		
312-798-2343
		
sheilag@oldstpats.org
		
Honor Lorenzini
312-798-2348
honorl@oldstpats.org
Spiritual Direction
		 Tammy Roeder
		312-798-2350
		tammy.roeder@oldstpats.org
Tours of Old St. Pat’s
		 Jim McLaughlin
		630-852-7269
		jmclaughlin1017@gmail.com

Harmony, Hope & Healing
Marge Nykaza
312-466-0267
marge@harmony		
hopeandhealing.org

312-798-2399
kaylaj@oldstpats.org

Wedding Ministry 			
		
JoAnn O' Brien
		
weddings@oldstpats.org		
		
joanno@oldstpats.org		
		
312-831-9383
Wedding Volunteers
Donna Kamuda
dgkamosp1@gmail.com
Mary Jo Graf
312-360-1622
maryjog1221@sbcglobal.net
Women’s Spirituality
Mary Anne Moriarty			
gmoriarty1937@comcast.net
Women's Spirituality North 		
Beth Perry 			
beth.perry@sbcglobal.net
OSP Next (Young Adult Ministry)
		 Meg Boyle			
		
megb@oldstpats.org
		ospnext@oldstpats.org

STAY CONNECTED WITH THE
OLD ST. PAT'S COMMUNITY
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

The Mary and Bill Aronin 		
Center for Social Concerns
703 W. Monroe
Chicago, IL 60661
Career Transitions Center
Deb Wilson
312-906-9908
host@ctcchicago.org
Coprodeli, Peru
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Friends of Fabretto, Nicaragua
Tom Gleason
773-227-6556
tgleason@ameritech.net

Horizons for Youth
Brian Broccolo
312-627-9031
brian@horizons-for-youth.org
LIFT				
Michelle Jimenez			
773-818-5605			
mjimenez@LIFT-foundation.org

Facebook.com/
OldStPatricksChurch

Twitter.com/OldStPats

Board of Advisors
Colleen Healy, Keara Ette, Michael
Kennedy, Tim Keneally, Roseanne
Loftus, Kevin Hanley, Mike Hobbs, Ken
Hiltz, Tom Hurley, John Weinheimer,
Jennifer Wyatt

Old St. Pat’s Mailing Address
Fr. Jack Wall Mission Center		
711 W. Monroe, Floor 3		
Chicago, IL 60661

Instagram:
@OldStPatsChicago

General Email - info@oldstpats.org
Phone Number - 312-648-1021
Fax Number - 312-648-9025

visit us at oldstpats.org
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