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just a thought

THE RHINELAND MYSTICS: Speak Out
Tuesday, August 4, 2020
This article was originally published on CAC.org (Center for Action and Contemplation)
By Fr. Richard Rohr

Author, spiritual teacher, friend, and fellow New Mexican Mirabai Starr offers us a bit of the story of Hildegard’s life with
implications for our own lives today.
“Speak and write!” the voice from Heaven commanded.
But Hildegard of Bingen, medieval visionary nun, remained silent.
Hildegard was forty-three years old when her visions finally became so insistent that she could no longer contain the
secret she had harbored since early childhood: the Holy One, identifying itself as “the Living Light,” spoke to her. It spoke
to her regularly, its voice emerging from a swirl of spiraling light. . . .
“Oh mortal, who receives these things not in the turbulence of deception but in the purity of simplicity for making plain
the things that are hidden,” the Holy One said that day in 1141, “write what you see and hear.”
It was not doubt that held her back, Hildegard assures us. The voice carried such authority that she was convinced its
origin was divine. It was not a case of low self-esteem either, she says, nor a matter of worrying what other people might
think. It was, she tells us, simple humility. Who was she, an uneducated woman, to proclaim God’s message to humanity?
...
[But] the more she resisted, the more seriously ill she became. “Until at last,” she writes in her introduction to the Scivias,
the first chronicle of her visions, “compelled by many infirmities . . . I set my hand to writing . . . and rose from my sickness
with renewed strength.”. . .
We are not all prophets. It may not be our job to challenge authority and expose corruption. We may not be the ones to
penetrate the code of sacred scriptures and feed the spiritually hungry. It may be up to others to sound the clarion call of
impending doom, calling on humanity to change its ways.
Ours may be a modest awakening. We may simply refuse to participate for another moment in a life against which our
hearts have been crying out for years.
It could be time to observe some version of the commandment to “keep the Sabbath holy” [Exodus 20:8] and begin to
cultivate a daily contemplative practice. It could become imperative to curtail a pattern of overconsumption and make a
concrete commitment to voluntary simplicity. It could be a matter of identifying the subtle and insidious ways in which
we participate in a culture of war and take a vow of nonviolence in everything we do, in every relationship we forge and
maintain. . . .
Speak out, Hildegard says. And when you do, when you recognize that inner voice as the voice of God and say what it has
taught you, the sickness in your heart will melt away. The fatigue you have lived with for so long that you did not even
notice how weary you were will lift. Your voice will ring out with such clarity and beauty that you will not be able to stop
singing. To speak your truth, Hildegard teaches us, is to praise God.
Reference:
Hildegard of Bingen: Devotions, Prayers and Living Wisdom, ed. Mirabai Starr (Sounds True: 2008), 1–2, 4–5, 6.
Image credit: Motherhood Through the Spirit and Water (detail), c. 1165; Source: Wikimedia Commons, PD-Old-100.
Inspiration for the banner image: Speak out, Hildegard says. And when you do, when you recognize that inner voice as the voice of God and
say what it has taught you, the sickness in your heart will melt away. The fatigue you have lived with for so long that you did not even notice
how weary you were will lift. Your voice will ring out with such clarity and beauty that you will not be able to stop singing. To speak your truth,
Hildegard teaches us, is to praise God. —Mirabai Starr
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Sunday, August 9, 2020
By Susan Johnson
The Wedding Volunteer Ministry started more than 30
years ago when Old St. Pat’s was still a parish made up
of largely of young, single people looking for a spiritual
home. What a long way we have come! Our indomitable
founder Robin Ramel, who found an environment of
utmost welcome for her own wedding and envisioning
the coming tsunami of weddings, suggested starting a
wedding volunteer ministry. We started out as a small
group with Mary Jo Graf handling the scheduling (a
thankless task done with such grace and patience)
but soon grew as Old St. Pat’s became THE wedding
destination in Chicago. For many years, we had four
rehearsals and four weddings every weekend so they had
to be handled with precision timing while still celebrating
the joyful sacrament of Holy Matrimony. We couldn’t have
pulled this all off without the dedication of JoAnn O’Brien
who works directly with the couples and priests to take
them through the process up to the wedding weekend.
My own journey to becoming a wedding volunteer
probably started when I was about seven. My mother
had been a wedding consultant for a large department
store in Minneapolis during World War II and would tell
such fairytale stories about the weddings she coordinated
that I thought it sounded like a great job. As she helped
many of her friends with their children’s weddings and
eventually my own sister’s wedding, I learned her ’tricks of
the trade.’ So, when Betty O’Toole recruited me to come
help at Old St. Pat’s I was thrilled. We started out with just
one volunteer handling everything from preparing the
altar, setting up chairs, coordinating with the musicians,
florists, photographers, and visiting priests. Oh, and we
had to keep the entire wedding party calm and organized!
There was a lot of running and trips up and down the
spiral staircase but once the bride’s train was fluffed and
everyone was down the aisle, we could sit in the back of
church and listen to the beautiful music and wedding
liturgy. In addition to several volunteers dedicated to
rehearsals (which are a whole different level of timing and
coordination), we now have two volunteers per wedding
plus a sacristan, maintenance staff, and security—they
have all been such valuable additions to the wedding
team!
We are always looking for new members to join our
ministry and it has been a joy to work with future brides
and mothers who want to see how the wedding process
works as they plan their own day as well as former brides
and mothers who are so thankful for the wonderful
experience they had at Old St. Pat’s. We’ve even had some
couples as volunteers over the years. We have coordinator

meetings twice a year; we welcome new members and
the veterans get to tell stories of their favorite weddings.
From the very beginning, Old St. Patrick’s has strived for
inclusivity by welcoming young couples, older couples,
sharing cultural traditions, and uniting those of mixed
faiths.

awa k e n i n gs
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WEDDING VOLUNTEER MINISTRY

The weddings can get pretty crazy and hectic and our
mission is to keep the sacrament of marriage front of
mind while ensuring that everything goes smoothly (or
as smoothly as possible). It’s so gratifying to see some of
‘my couples’ become full time members of the parish, have
children baptized here, and bring their parents into the
circle that is Old St. Pat’s.
Some of my favorite weddings have been for the children
of long time Old St. Pat’s members who I have known for
years—often from before the parents were even married.
I’ve watched their children from infancy, through being
members of Foundations or singing in the children’s choir
to bringing the new partner to Sunday Mass and then
engagement and the wedding. I’ve cried at weddings
where I didn’t know anyone in the wedding party. I will
never forget the military wedding where the groom and
his brother, both in full dress uniform, walked their mother
down the aisle. The groom’s brother had just lost his leg
in Afghanistan but he was determined to help walk his
mother down the aisle. His wife and children were nearby
with his wheel chair but he made it down the aisle. I was
crying so hard that one of the ushers asked if I was okay.
The crossed swords outside of church after the wedding
set me off again but they were joyful tears! Even the few
weddings that were a bit of a challenge make for good
learning experiences and stories at the Spring and Fall
coordinators gatherings. We really should write a book!
As we resume the weddings at Old St. Pat’s, it’s going to
be an interesting challenge for the wedding volunteers to
show radical hospitality while keeping a safe and healthy
environment. These couples have had to face a lot of
delays and disappointments when all they want is to get
their new life started—It will be an honor to help them
have the best day possible!
We would love to have you as a volunteer wedding
coordinator! Please contact JoAnn O’Brien at weddings@
oldstpats.org if you would like to become part of this
joyful Ministry.

visit us at oldstpats.org
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 2
10 am Livestream Mass
Please join Fr. Pat McGrath, the OSP Music Ministry, and thousands in our
community for Mass this Sunday via Livestream.
WATCH OUR MASSES ANY TIME!
Archived Masses are always available at livestream.com/oldstpats
UPCOMING MASSES
August 2020
As our families, neighborhoods, city, and state continue to take
seriously the COVID-19 crisis, Old St. Pat’s is continuing to explore
how we can best serve our members and the people of our city. In
order to continue to prioritize the safety and health of our people,
we will continue to host a 10 a.m. Livestream Mass with dynamic
worship, music, and preaching, as we know this continues to be a gift
to so many of us during this pandemic.
Next Sunday, August 16, we will be gathering together again
as a community with an 8 am Mass celebrated safely, joyfully,
and with prayerful instrumental music. To assure we can follow
the physical distancing and safety guidelines, we will be able to
accommodate 50 people for thid liturgy.
Reservations for Mass on August 16 will open at 10 am on
Wednesday, August 12 on our homepage at oldstpats.org.
And while we long to all be together once again, we lovingly
encourage anyone who is 70 or older, or with medical conditions, to not
attend Mass at this time. Cardinal Cupich is continuing the suspension
of obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation.
For those who desire to reserve spots for 8 am or 10 am Masses:
• Fill out the Mass Registration form mentioned above which goes live at 10 a.m. on Wednesday mornings, and when
reservations fill up, we will begin a “waiting list” (instructions will be given on the form).
• Attendees for the 8 a.m. Mass will be asked to arrive no earlier than 7:40 a.m., and attendees for the 10 a.m. Mass will be
asked to arrive between 9:30 and 9:45 a.m.
• All members of the assembly will be required to wear face coverings for the entirety of the liturgy.
• Please note that all individuals will be seated with at least 6 feet between people who do not live in the same
household.
• Congregational singing is still not recommended, due to the increased risk of spreading the virus, but our Old St. Pat's
Music Ministry will still lead us in music that continues the tradition of leading our vibrant and prayerful liturgical life.
T hank you for your continued patience and understanding as we honor both our longing for the Eucharist and our
responsibility to keep our members, volunteers, and clergy safe and healthy.
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The Catholic Church and the Struggle against White
Nationalism: Missing in Action?


with Fr. Bryan Massingale
Many are speaking about a "national reckoning with racism" because of increased attention to the Black Lives Matter
Movement. However, the unjust killings of unarmed African Americans are but a symptom of a much deeper social
disorder, namely, the rise of explicit white nationalism as a central challenge in U.S. life. This presentation places the Black
Lives Matter movement in the context of the threat that white nationalism poses to American democracy, and raises
questions about the adequacy of Catholic witness for racial justice.

Wednesday, August 12
7 – 8:15 p.m. Central Time
This program is presented as a Zoom Webinar.

a t t h e c ro s s ro a d s

OLD ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH INVITES YOU TO
AN AT THE CROSSROADS LECTURE

Please visit bit.ly/atc-massingale to register.
Please note, the webinar differs from Zoom meetings in that it is a view only format. However, it does accommodate Q&A.
Bryan N. Massingale is the James and Nancy Buckman
Professor of Theological and Social Ethics, as well as the Senior
Ethics Fellow in Fordham’s Center for Ethics Education. Prior
to his appointment at Fordham, he was Professor of Theology
at Marquette University. Professor Massingale is a leader in the
field of theological ethics. He is a past Convener of the Black
Catholic Theological Symposium and a former president of
the Catholic Theological Society of America. Dr. Massingale
is the recipient of four honorary doctorates, and has held the
Bernard J. Hanley Chair at Santa Clara University. He is also the
recipient of Marquette University’s highest award for teaching
excellence (2009).
In addition to his academic pursuits, Professor Massingale strives to be a scholar-activist through serving faith-based
groups advancing justice in society. He is an active participant in a network of Catholic thought leaders striving for
fuller inclusion of LGBT persons in society and the faith community and is a noted authority on issues of social and racial
justice, having addressed numerous national Catholic conferences and lectured at colleges and universities across the
nation.
A more complete biography along with a list of published books and articles can be found on the Fordham University
faculty page. Please visit fordham.edu/info/23704/theology_faculty/10228/bryan_massingale#
Calling upon the expertise of thought leaders, public intellectuals, and other individuals who
are making a positive impact on society; At the Crossroads creates a public forum for exploring
the most important and compelling issues that span the broad spectrum of human endeavor
and experience.

We are especially grateful to Richard and Ann Carr for their generous support of this program.

visit us at oldstpats.org
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IMMIGRANTS AND REFUGEES: A FAITH JOURNEY
Scripture connections for August 9, 2020
“At the mountain of God, Horeb, Elijah came to a cave where he took
shelter.” - 1 Kings 19:9
In today’s 1st Reading, Elijah took shelter in a cave at Mt. Horeb, after
walking for forty days and forty nights to get there. Immigrants and refugees often
travel even more difficult and dangerous roads, simply seeking safety and shelter:
trying to escape the strong winds of oppression and poverty; taking flight after
earthquakes, droughts and natural disasters destroy their homes and livelihoods;
fleeing violence and persecution like fire… but God is not in the wind, nor the
earthquake, nor the fire. God is in “the tiny whispering sound after the fire” that
stirs within our hearts, asking us how we will respond to the plight of our brothers
and sisters...
GRIEF MINISTRY: HEALINGTOGETHER@HOME
Because we are not meeting in-person for Companions on the Journey, we
have created a new Zoom grief group called HealingTogether@Home.
The Grief Support Group, Companions on the Journey, has been organized
for those who are grieving the death of a loved one: parent, spouse,
significant other, child, family member, sibling, extended family member,
friend… it hurts!
Our 4-session program is offered over the course of four consecutive weeks.
Our groups are small by design so that they are comfortable and informal.
The group typically meets at Old St. Patrick's Church, but the summer 2020
community will meet using the Zoom platform.
Please visit bit.ly/healingtogetherathome and you will be contacted when
we have enough people to begin the group.

GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY AND OUTREACH
Help Stamp Out Hunger in Chicago www.chicagosfoodbank.org
We have been partnering with the Greater
Chicago Food Depository here at OSP for
over 25 years.
By volunteering at GCFD, our Outreach
Partners (Su Casa, The Boulevard, and House
of Mary and Joseph Shelter) receive food
credits for their programs.
These food credits help feed the residents while providing nutritional food
items too.
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Upcoming Outreach Dates:
Tues., Aug.11 | 9 am-noon
Sat., Sept. 12 | 8:30 - 11:15 am
All over age 16 are welcome
Contacts:
Mary Beth Riley
mbriley07@yahoo.com,
630.460.7889
&
Jim Holbrook
jamesjholbrookjr
@yahoo.com
773.237.2625

GIVING TO OSP

g iv i n g

Over the past four-and-a-half months, as we’ve navigated unprecedented and often
changing circumstances, one thing has remained constant – your generosity. Your
gifts to Sunday Giving have sustained us – making it possible for us to bring Sunday
livestream Mass to thousands; continue to serve hundreds of others through our
outreach and social justice initiatives; offer Beloved virtual circles nearly every night;
provide hours of spiritual direction and family and individual counseling; offer
enhanced podcasts, virtual speakers, musical vespers, prayer services, rosary groups and the Just Faith
series, among countless other ministries.

directory

From the bottom off our hearts, thank you!

In addition, because of your giving, our pastoral care staff and ministry of care have developed volunteer
networks for helping families encounter their grief after the death of a loved one, open themselves up
to questions about isolation, or face the illness of a family member. They’ve continued prayer chain calls
and sent handwritten messages and care packages to the most vulnerable among us. Our Weddings
and Baptisms team members continue to accompany the numerous couples as they reschedule these
significant events often in ways very different than their hopes and expectations.
Your generous support allowed us to welcome Meg Boyle, who has been hard at work engaging our
young adults in building a robust ministry for them to serve and be served. We held OSP Night at the
Movies and are busy working on additional ways to engage and serve our own members both spiritually
and socially as well as our friends in need throughout Chicago.
On average, 20% of our Sunday Giving is contributed through the weekly Sunday collection basket. While
we can’t pass the physical basket right now, we hope you will support our Sunday collection by setting
up a recurring electronic gift or making a one-time gift by visiting pushpay.com/g/oldstpats or via the
Livestream donate button, by texting OLDSTPATS to 77977, or by mailing a check to Old St. Pats, 711 W.
Monroe St., Chicago, IL 60661.
Thank you!

GIVING JUST GOT EASIER! | TRANSITION TO PUSHPAY
We are currently in the process of transitioning to Pushpay, a new, easy-to-use, more secure
online giving platform. If you have a current recurring gift to Old St. Pat’s, you received an
email from us asking for your help in making the transition. Please follow the instructions
or give us a call if you need help. Thank you for your patience and generosity!

New Text to Give Number!
Please text
"OLDSTPATS" to
77977
To better serve you, we're currently upgrading our online
giving platform to make giving easier and more secure.

Careasy.org/old-st-patricks-church

As you shop for essentials online, be sure to log into smile.amazon.com and select Old St. Pat's as your beneficiary.
visit us at oldstpats.org
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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO THE FOUR GOSPELS
led by Fr. Bill O’Shea
Mondays at 7- 8 pm
Remaining dates: August 10 & 17 via Zoom
Have you ever found yourself watching a re-run to "Murder She
Wrote" and realized, "I know who the murderer is!"? Then you
follow all the correct clues and are not misled by 'red herrings'.
Well, in this four-week brief introduction to the Gospels, we are
going start from the back, from the conclusions of each Gospel
(one surprisingly seems to have two conclusions, another, in the
view of many scholars, has none). The conclusion of the Gospel,
like the conclusion of an episode of "Murder She Wrote" is about
identity. Each Gospel is seeking to answer the question Jesus
himself asked: "Who do you say that I am?" But it also reveals
another identity: "Who are you that is reading this writing?" We
will proceed in reverse chronological order, beginning with John
and ending with Mark. Please join us.
Please sign up at bit.ly/intro-fourgospels
The Zoom link will be emailed to you on Monday, August 10 at 2 pm. A recording from the
July 20, 27, and August 3 sessions are available to participants upon request.
Fr. William O'Shea was on the staff of the Chicago Summer Biblical Institutes from 1960
to 1973. He taught an introductory course in Sacred Scripture in the late 60's at Rosary
College (now Dominican University) and also taught for more than ten years in the
Archdiocese of Chicago's formation program for the Permanent Diaconate.

CURRENTS: Awakening to the Flow of Spirit in our Lives
An Old St. Pat's Podcast Series

Thank you to all those who tune in to Currents, our weekly Old
St. Pat’s podcast series, as we explore the deeper movements
of Spirit in our lives.
Each episode features members and friends of the Old St. Pat’s
community giving voice to their lived experience of faith and
spirituality. Whether sharing an insight, pondering a question,
or offering a prayerful reflection, Currents speaks to our Spiritled search for meaning and purpose.
Stay tuned for a new episode coming soon! Visit our
Podcast landing page to catch up on recent episodes:
oldstpats.org/osppodcast
The OSP Podcast is hosted by Kate Anderson with music by Mark
Scozzafave.
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But when he saw how strong the wind was he became frightened; and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught Peter, and
said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” - Mt 14:30-31

Readings: 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a/Ps 85:9, 10, 11-12, 13-14
[8]/Rom 9:1-5/Mt 14:22-33

Mass Remembrances:
8:00 am

		

10:00 am

Book of Patrick: Mary Buckley, Winnie Leber,
Elma A. Fallon, John & Margaret Lynch, Aurash
Michael Razafsha, Thomas W. Watkins, Kam
Grant & Alexia Vanek, Catherine M. DiSanto,
Henry K. Piekutowski, Alice Skilling, Viola
Kustrich, The Thomas and Barbara Murphy
Family, John and Kathy Cressman, Sally Ostrego,
Esther Schriver McKenna, Maureen Anne
Conroy-Donnelly

Saturday, August 15, 2020

Book of Patrick: Anthony William Russo, Ed
Krzeczowski, James Sullivan, John H. Baumann,
Jane & Frank Tighe, Margaret Mary (Peggy)
O'Connell Munin, Kevin McNicholas, Sharon
Gay Schneider, Bill Conaghan

Monday, August 10, 2020
Readings: 2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9 [5]/
Jn 12:24-26
Book of Patrick: Bridget & Thomas Dermody,
Marie and Alex Marini, Cornelia De LiBerto, Dr.
James and Margaret Bocks, Ana Maria Avila,
Vera Stefani, John Chadwell "Chad" Tennant,
Eunice Kennedy Shriver, Gertrud Vesper
Seebock, Elizabeth Gorczowski, John Arthur
McDonald, Donna Ziolko

Tuesday, August 11, 2020
Readings: Ez 2:8—3:4/Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111,
131 [103a]/Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14
Book of Patrick: Mary G. & John T. Durkin, Claire
Elizabeth Mooney, Heather Nold, John M.
O’Meara, John Conrecode, Byron Ray Hadley,
William and Teresa Montague, Paula K. Jaudes

Wednesday, August 12, 2020
Readings: Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6
[4b]/Mt 18:15-20
Book of Patrick: Philip Corboy, Lawrence E.
Curtin, Bernadette Regan Curtin, Francis G.
Higgins, Marie & Frank Sepanski, Claudia J.
Flynn, Mary Louise Helderle, Mary Kelly, Gloria
Schiffler, Agnes Clancy Barron, Tara Katherine
Bassi, Mary Daddona

Thursday, August 13, 2020
Readings: Ez 12:1-12/Ps 78:56-57, 58-59, 61-62
[cf. 7b]/Mt 18:21—19:1
Book of Patrick: Fr. David Murphy, Sinead Evan
Buchanan Hanlon, Elizabeth V. Bailey, Elizabeth
Pascale, John Robert Wrobel, James T. Ryan, John
W. Casey, Terry Hepp

Friday, August 14, 2020
Readings: Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63/Is 12:23, 4bcd, 5-6 [1c]/Mt 19:3-12
Mass Intentions: Brian W Comiskey (†), John
Donovan (†)
(†) = Deceased

Readings: Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/Ps
132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14 [8]1 Cor 15:54b-57/Lk 11:2728. Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10, 11, 12,
16 [10bc]/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56
Book of Patrick: Dr. Margrit Hampl-Macco, Frank
A. Hester, Joni Horbath, Mr.& Mrs. Terrence
Johnson, Patrick J. McMahon, Mary & Dan
O’Brien, Michael McWalter, Dorothy Unger,
John King, Edward Richard Powers, Ada Hickey,
Rosemarie Russo McNally , Jerry Groom , Sister
Mary Georgia R.S.M., Mary McEntee, Paul Petan,
Malcolm and Jane Deam, Katherine Marie
Pawelec

Sunday, August 16, 2020
Readings: Is 56:1, 6-7/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [4]/Rom
11:13-15, 29-32/Mt 15:21-28

Prayer Requests
For Those Who Are Sick
Tina Grimmer, Traci Ortiz, Edward
O’Donnell, Bobby T, Olivia Masini, Janet
Joyce, Roberta Dicker, Jodee Johnson,
Lynne Tylke, Bobby Tsolis, Ellie Adrian,
Beth Healy, Tom Peppard, Marty Cox
Luis, Chloe Cyrus Gonzalez, Gary Klein
Mary Kay Olson
For Those Who Have Recently Died
Edward Buivis Jr., Jean Canzoneri, Ernie
Rosiello, Victoria Grogan, Patricia Carey,
Paul Storino, Herman Cain, Beth Frola,
Barbara Tautkus

Women and Men of Faith

Saint Clare of Assisi
Saint of the Day for August 11
One of the more sugary movies made about Francis of Assisi
pictures Clare as a golden-haired beauty floating through sundrenched fields, a sort of one-woman counterpart to the new
Franciscan Order.

h ea r t s & p r aye r s

Sunday, August 9, 2020

The beginning of her religious life was indeed movie material.
Having refused to marry at 15, Clare was moved by the dynamic
preaching of Francis. He became her lifelong friend and spiritual
guide.
At 18, Clare escaped from her father’s home one night, was
met on the road by friars carrying torches, and in the poor
little chapel called the Portiuncula received a rough woolen
habit, exchanged her jeweled belt for a common rope with
knots in it, and sacrificed her long tresses to Francis’ scissors.
He placed her in a Benedictine convent, which her father and
uncles immediately stormed in rage. Clare clung to the altar of
the church, threw aside her veil to show her cropped hair, and
remained adamant.
Sixteen days later her sister Agnes joined her. Others came.
They lived a simple life of great poverty, austerity, and complete
seclusion from the world, according to a Rule which Francis
gave them as a Second Order. At age 21, Francis obliged
Clare under obedience to accept the office of abbess, one she
exercised until her death.
The Poor Ladies went barefoot, slept on the ground, ate no
meat, and observed almost complete silence. Later Clare, like
Francis, persuaded her sisters to moderate this rigor: “Our
bodies are not made of brass.” The greatest emphasis, of course,
was on gospel poverty. They possessed no property, even in
common, subsisting on daily contributions. When even the
pope tried to persuade Clare to mitigate this practice, she
showed her characteristic firmness: “I need to be absolved from
my sins, but I do not wish to be absolved from the obligation of
following Jesus Christ.”
Contemporary accounts glow with admiration of Clare’s life in
the convent of San Damiano in Assisi. She served the sick and
washed the feet of the begging nuns. She came from prayer,
it was said, with her face so shining it dazzled those about her.
She suffered serious illness for the last 27 years of her life. Her
influence was such that popes, cardinals, and bishops often
came to consult her—Clare herself never left the walls of San
Damiano.
Francis always remained her great friend and inspiration. Clare
was always obedient to his will and to the great ideal of gospel
life which he was making real.
A well-known story concerns her prayer and trust. Clare had the
Blessed Sacrament placed on the walls of the convent when it
faced attack by invading Saracens. “Does it please you, O God, to
deliver into the hands of these beasts the defenseless children
I have nourished with your love? I beseech you, dear Lord,
protect these whom I am now unable to protect.” To her sisters
she said, “Don’t be afraid. Trust in Jesus.” The Saracens fled.

Please contact Bernadette Moore Gibson at
312-798-2389 for Pastoral Care Services.

Parish Counselor: If you or someone you
know is in need of counseling services,
please contact Old St. Patrick’s Parish
Counselor, Sarah Thompson at saraht@
oldstpats.org or 773-234-9630.
visit us at oldstpats.org
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d i re c t o r y
Accounting
Janette Nunez
312-798-2305
janetten@oldstpats.org
Adult Education Ministries
Bob Kolatorowicz
312-831-9379
bobk@oldstpats.org
Annulment Support Ministry
pastoralcare@oldstpats.org
Baptisms
Tammy Roeder
baptisms@oldstpats.org
Clergy - Pastor
Fr. Thomas J. Hurley
312-831-9363
tomh@oldstpats.org
Skye Darke
Admin. Assistant to Pastor
312-831-9377
skyed@oldstpats.org
Visiting Clergy

Fr. John Cusick			
Fr. Edward Foley, OFM Cap.
Fr. Pat McGrath, SJ
Fr. Paul Novak, OSM
Fr. William O’Shea
Fr. Ed Shea, OFM
Msgr. Kenneth Velo			
Fr. John J. Wall

Communications
Leanne Kelly
312-831-9364
leannek@oldstpats.org
Community Outreach
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Adult Literacy Program
Marilyn Antonik
773-286-3390
marantonik@att.net
Blood Drive
Mark Buciak
773-307-0033
mark.buciak@rcn.com
Cara Chicago
312-798-3300
Chicago Food Depository
Mary Beth Riley
630-460-7889
mbriley07@yahoo.com
Jim Holbrook			
773-237-2625			
jamesjholbrookjr@yahoo.com
The Children’s Place
Katie Byrne
312-863-1120
kmbyrne@aol.com
House of Mary and Joseph
Kate Boege
312-337-7953
kateboege@yahoo.com
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Interfaith House
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Little Brothers - Friends of the Elderly
Joe Harzich
312-835-4932
jharzich@aol.com
Special Olympics
Greg Benacka
708-271-4460
benacka.gregory@district205.net
St. Agatha’s Sharing Parish
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Su Casa
Jim Karczewski
630-279-0144
jkarcze877@aol.com
Trinity Volunteer Corps
Annice Coughlan
773-981-2225
info@trinityvolunteers.org
U of I Hospital Pediatrics
Sue Sierkierski
312-546-4312
sasiek18@hotmail.com
Counseling Services
Sarah Thompson
773-234-9630 			
saraht@oldstpats.org
Crossroads Runners
crossroadsrunners@oldstpats.org
Development (Giving)
Molly Galo & Kim Pulvermacher
mollyg@oldstpats.org		
kimberlyp@oldstpats.org
Kim: 312-798-2366 Molly: 312.798.2355
Director of Operations
Tom Borah
tomb@oldstpats.org
3127982381
Divorce Ministry
Bernadette Gibson
bernadetteg@oldstpats.org
Encore: 50+ Active Adults
Mary Kay Slowikowski
marykayslowikowski@gmail.com
Family Ministry
Bea Cunningham
312-831-9351
beac@oldstpats.org
Katie Brandt
312-831-9352
family.ministry@oldstpats.org
Funerals
Bernadette Gibson
bernadetteg@oldstpats.org		
312-493-8737 Pastoral Cell
FXW (Frances Xavier Warde School)
Head of School
Michael Kennedy
120 S. Desplaines
312-466-0700
		

Gay + (Gay Plus)
Chairperson: Michael Politano
gayplus@oldstpats.org
Staff Contact: Bob Kolatorowicz
bobk@oldstpats.org
Listening Parent Resource
Maureen Schuneman
meschuneman@aol.com
312-933-6368
Green Team
Kayla Jackson
kaylaj@oldstpats.org
Grief Support Facilitators
Judi Black, Bill Brennan
312-798-2358
Hospitality
Linda Vasquez
312-798-2370
lindav@oldstpats.org
Jewish Catholic Ministry
Jewish Catholic Dialogue
Gina Lakin
info@oldstpats.org
Eileen O’Farrell Smith
eileen@theinterfaithunion.org
Family School
David Kovacs
kovacswriter@gmail.com
Interfaith Union
Eileen O’Farrell Smith
eileen@theinterfaithunion.org
Liturgy
Tom Micinski
tmicinski@oldstpats.org
Marriage Preparation
Jack Berkemeyer
Pre-Cana Experience
312-798-2386
jackberkemeyer@gmail.com
Membership/New Members		
Polly Mulhearn
pollym@oldstpats.org
Men's Group
mensgroup@oldstpats.org
Music
Mark Scozzafave
Director of Music Ministries
marks@oldstpats.org
312-798-2382
Dominic Trumfio
Associate Director of Worship Music
dominict@oldstpats.org
Laura Higgins
Worship Music/Pastoral Care
laurah@oldstpats.org
312-798-2384
Michael Neary		
Children's Choir
michaeln@oldstpats.org
Bill Fraher
Director of Concert Music
billf@oldstpats.org
312-831-9353
North Lawndale Kinship Initiative
		
Vincent L. Guider
		
312-798-2374
		
vincentg@oldstpats.org

d i re c t o r y
Pastoral Care Ministry
		
Bernadette Gibson
		
312-798-2389 prayer line
		
bernadetteg@oldstpats.org		
		
312-493-8737 pastoral cell
Reception (711 W. Monroe)
Deniese Montgomery 		
		
deniesem@oldstpats.org
		
312-648-1021
Rite of Christian 				
Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
		
Keara Ette
		
312-798-2328
		
kearac@oldstpats.org
Resident Theologian Presenter
		
Dr. Terry Nelson-Johnson
		
312-831-9373
		
terryn@oldstpats.org
Retreat Program: Beloved
		
Polly Mulhearn
		
312-798-2316
		
pollym@oldstpats.org
Social Justice
		
Kayla Jackson

Youth Ministry: Foundations
		
Courtney Malawy
		
312-798-2329		
		
courtneym@oldstpats.org
Mackenzie Doyle
Youth Ministry Associate
312.798.2391
foundations@oldstpats.org

Special Events (Fundraisers)
		
Sheila Greifhahn
		
312-798-2343
		
sheilag@oldstpats.org
		
Honor Lorenzini
312-798-2348
honorl@oldstpats.org
Spiritual Direction
		 Tammy Roeder
		312-798-2350
		tammy.roeder@oldstpats.org
Tours of Old St. Pat’s
		 Jim McLaughlin
		630-852-7269
		jmclaughlin1017@gmail.com

Harmony, Hope & Healing
Marge Nykaza
312-466-0267
marge@harmony		
hopeandhealing.org

312-798-2399
kaylaj@oldstpats.org

Wedding Ministry 			
		
JoAnn O' Brien
		
weddings@oldstpats.org		
		
joanno@oldstpats.org		
		
312-831-9383
Wedding Volunteers
Donna Kamuda
dgkamosp1@gmail.com
Mary Jo Graf
312-360-1622
maryjog1221@sbcglobal.net
Women’s Spirituality
Mary Anne Moriarty			
gmoriarty1937@comcast.net
Women's Spirituality North 		
Beth Perry 			
beth.perry@sbcglobal.net
OSP Next (Young Adult Ministry)
		 Meg Boyle			
		
megb@oldstpats.org
		ospnext@oldstpats.org

STAY CONNECTED WITH THE
OLD ST. PAT'S COMMUNITY
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

The Mary and Bill Aronin 		
Center for Social Concerns
703 W. Monroe
Chicago, IL 60661
Career Transitions Center
Deb Wilson
312-906-9908
host@ctcchicago.org
Coprodeli, Peru
Beth Marek
312-831-9361
elizabethm@oldstpats.org
Friends of Fabretto, Nicaragua
Tom Gleason
773-227-6556
tgleason@ameritech.net

Horizons for Youth
Brian Broccolo
312-627-9031
brian@horizons-for-youth.org
LIFT				
Michelle Jimenez			
773-818-5605			
mjimenez@LIFT-foundation.org

Facebook.com/
OldStPatricksChurch

Twitter.com/OldStPats

Board of Advisors
Colleen Healy, Keara Ette, Michael
Kennedy, Tim Keneally, Roseanne
Loftus, Kevin Hanley, Mike Hobbs, Ken
Hiltz, Tom Hurley, John Weinheimer,
Jennifer Wyatt

Old St. Pat’s Mailing Address
Fr. Jack Wall Mission Center		
711 W. Monroe, Floor 3		
Chicago, IL 60661

Instagram:
@OldStPatsChicago

General Email - info@oldstpats.org
Phone Number - 312-648-1021
Fax Number - 312-648-9025

visit us at oldstpats.org
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