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While John grew up at old St. Pat’s, we’ve been members as a couple since 2017, were married 
here in 2019 and baptized our daughter Grace here in 2022. We value the teaching, ritual, 
prayer and music of our faith and we are especially drawn to the ways Old St. Pat’s builds 
community. We’ve served as Foundations volunteer leaders and participated in a combined 
15 Worktours, helping to create safe spaces for our teenagers to be vulnerable and authentic. 
Old St. Pat’s is special for many reasons – and the fact that OSP invests in creating moments of 
connection, communion and faith for our teens is one of them. Old St. Pat’s makes sure no one 
is alone in practicing their faith. We are so proud to be members of the OSP community, and 
proud that our monthly contributions enable faith formation and relationship building. We are 
excited to raise our daughter here!

SUNDAY  GIVING  COMMITMENT  2022
We found our way to OSP about 17 years ago. We had been very active in our local church 
in Downers Grove…but were feeling stuck, restless, with a need to freshen things up in 
our personal and faith lives. By happenstance, we wandered into Old St. Pat’s one Saturday 
evening for the Valentine’s Day mass and were blown away! Since then, we have participated 
in Beloved, are Eucharistic ministers, have prepared meals at Hope House, been active in the 
Men’s Group and Women’s Spirituality. Our involvement in these groups and with the friends 
we’ve made here makes us better people: more open-minded, inclusive, empathic, positive, 
generous, and kind. When we enter the church we know we will be fed, can relax and let the 
Spirit settle in. This place fills us to go out and do what Jesus came to teach and do. Going 
forth to serve the least of our brethren is what giving our treasure allows us and others to do. 
We are grateful to have the chance to quietly carry on OSP’s legacy and join together with all 
of you in our mission. May the Holy Spirit fill each of you with a joyful and loving heart.

My Old St. Pat’s story began in 2016. I was new to Chicago and friends insisted I had to this “great 
church in the West Loop.” Like so many others, I experienced an immediate warm energy and 
feeling of community. I am a frequent member of the Encounter young adult group and make as 
many day retreats that I can. I’m also an active member of Pneuma, an LGBTQ+ faith sharing group 
for young adults. These OSP faith sharing groups, retreats, workshops, and community events have 
helped me to truly find myself and have brought some very special people into my life. I see OSP as 
a beacon of light, energy, and positivity for Catholics in Chicago. This giving season is an opportune 
time for us to step up with financial commitments to empower Old St. Pat’s to advance Catholic 
faith in an inclusive, welcoming and warm environment.

My son Victor and I have been members of Old St. Pat’s since 2015. When I first came here, as 
a divorced mother, I was bitter, broken, lost, and lonely, and was transmitting those feelings 
to my son. One day, his second grade teacher, whom I call my earthly angel, invited me to a 
Beloved retreat…a gift that changed my life forever! After attending the retreat, in the blink of 
an eye I sold my house and moved downtown, literally down the street from OSP. I was broken 
and this community made me whole again. I was lost and OSP helped me find myself. I was 
lonely and OSP welcomed me with open arms and hugs. Victor joined Foundations and I saw 
him smile and have fun with friends. I have seen the blessings bestowed not only on me but 
on endless people through countless enriching ministries, groups and programs. Old St. Pat’s 
is changing lives every single day and those lives are make a difference in our world. None of 
this would be possible without our support of Sunday Giving. There is no small amount that 
can’t make a BIG difference in the lives of those most in need.
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